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Humble origins of the Christmas tree come alive

Continuod from Paga 75

namon or dried apples strung into
small wreaths, figures of animals and
prople cut from cookie dough und pop-
corn balls festooned with cranbersies
were )i added to the gay mix of Amer-
ican tree traditions.

SCANDINAVIAN Christmas cus-
toms blended with neighboring Ger-
man customs in the settlements of the
American Northwest.

In 17th-century Sweden, small pines
divested of their bark and greens were
placed outside doors at Christmas.
time. Like the German pyramid, they
were kept from year to year and
brought vut for the holiday celebrar
tions.

With the coming of the Germun
tradition of trees inside the home, the
stripped pine tree was brought indoars
and decorated with cookies and paper
ornnments.

Out on the American praisie where
everpreens were scarce, the stripped
pine tree became o handmade stick
tree.

Northern European immigrants
brought the custom of remembering
the winter birds. Bits of suet, fruit and
bread were hung from evergreen trees
for the birds' Christmas dinner. Also,
the finest sheaves of grain, selected at

hasvest time, were perched on tall
poles.

IT WAS BELIEVED that if many
birds eame to share the feast, o year of
hope and an abundant crop would fol-
tow.

In England. the Christnins teee was
not weil known until the 1848s. when
Queen Victorin and Prince Albert pop-
ulurized it.

‘The English happily adopted the
Queen's tree for their homes. When
mass-produced color lithograph greet.
ing cards were develaped in the 1880s,
prople hung them an Christmas trees
with their customary ornaments.

Christmas trees in the 19805 are
tikely to be as individual as the fami-
lies who decorate them.

Whether  stose-brought or  hand-
made, contemporasy ornaments reflect
a growing urgie among Americans to
own keepsakes, collectors' ornaments
to unpick and cnjoy every Christmas.

Taday's arnaments offer insight into
the passion for the season, with tradi-
tional sngels and bells dangling side
by side with teddy bears, hobby hors.
cs, Paddington Bear and Snoopy and
Woodstock, Some or s actually
move, light up or chiinge scenes before
your eyes.
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