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We are thankful;
our spirit’s intact

AS THANKSGIVING day rolls around
once agaln, we are wont to look about
us to give thanks for what we have, It is
often hard in these troubling days to put
our blessings in preper perspective,

We seem to always live in tumultuous
times. Good news ‘is followed by bad.
The economy improves and then plants
close, companles shut down and em-
plnym are lald off. Qur governments
seem to be staying on course and then
there is a flurry of unfortunate activity
and our relative tranquility is threat-
ened once again.

And so we go Into the last years of the
=0th century hoping that we can stave
off war, economic disaster, disease,
catastrophic soclal problems and even
the planet-threatening effects of our
Insatiable consumption of the earth's
resources.

THE SERIOUS problems abound. We
are no closer and could be further away
from ever achieving any kind of agree-
ment limiting nuclear weapons. Our re-
latlonship with Russia is no better and
may be worse.

The Middle East remalns a tinder
box, which could be set off by unwise or
reckless actions of any of a host of
countries, The present national admin-
istratlon seems to becoming bogged
down In the quagmire of Middle East
potitics just as the previous a-

fast-food industry than in making dura-
ble goods. We manufacture pizza and
hamburgers rather than steel,

We battle agalnst spiralling crime
rates, welfare dependence, AIDS and
drugs and seem to be losing on every
front.

AND YET, we have, as always, more
to be grateful for than to grouse about,
more to look forward to than to fear.

We are managing to live with the
threat of nuclear war, international
terrorism and Sovlet expanslonism and
are stil} holding our own, still strong,
resolute and determined to do what is
right for our own self-interest and the
peace of the world.

Our governments, nattonal, state and
local, contaln weak links and humans
capable of major errors of judgment,
but we are still blessed with govern-
ments that are the servants of the peo-
ple and responsive to their constituen-
cies rather than governments with ty-
rants ruling over us,

We have a free economy that serves
most people well, and there fs in the
land a spirit of enterpreneurial ingenui-
ty that promises to make our future
work llves even more meaningful.

WE HAVE an abundance of wealth
and have to work fewer hours to earn

tion did.

We are supporting a war in Central
America, and there is almost an ever-
present threat of direct U.S. troop in-
volvement, The proliferation of nuclear
arms makes catastraphic war a possi-
bllity on almost every continent.

WE ARE a country in a transition
ecopomically and socielly. The indus-
trial ‘society is gone, being replaced by
an economy based on service and infor-
mation. Where once we were pre-emi-
nent in the manufacture of almost ev-
erything for our use and the world's, to-
day we import far more than we export.

More people are employed in the

‘Adoption

basic sust than did our parents,
or their parents.

We have, for the most part, a country
that has enjoyed a long tenure as a free
peopie whose opportunities for enrich-
ment of life, self and natlonal and per-
sonal ch , still seem

We have a soclety that is more spirit-
val than at most times in history and we
rely on God to help us through the diffi-
cult perlods, Our national spirlt says
that whatever our problems, we will
persevere and the more difficult the

- challenge, the more glorious the tri-

umph.
We can be very thankiul for what we
have.

option’

widely ignored

A POLITICAL friend toured a state-
supported facllity for unwed mothers
and came back appalled.

The girls, she reported, are imbued
with the radical doctrine that they can

“ralse a child themselves and don’t need
2 man’s help, State welfare will subsl-
dize them, of course,

Next I began hearing how attorney
Noel Keane of Dearborn arranges deals
for surrogate mothers to bear babies
for childless couples.

It scems there is such a severe short-
age of adoptable bahies that couples are
willing to pay a fertile woman $10,000
for her childbearing services,

And this in a nation with one of the
highest illegitimate birth rates in the
industrialized world.

WELL, COUNSELORS just don't tell
unma; about
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SOMEWHERE along the line, re-
sponsibility comes with the money.

No excuses really, especially when
you're an adult.

Seems reasonable enough, for sure.
But the facts show otherwise when it
comes to parents’ most important re-
sponslbility — their kids.

The problem is littered with illustra-
tions, but adults attitudes make it diffi-
cult to solve.

Recently this newspaper published
what many public officials already
know. Alcohol abuse is a major problem
among our youth, But alcohol abuse is
anly the symptom.

PARENT NEGLECT is the real
problem,

Our. latest example is the mass sur-
veillance and ticketing of young people
at shopping areas along Orchard Lake
Road in Farmington Hills. Sounds paro-
chlal. But of the 43 young people ticket.
ed, only 10 were from Farmington Hills..

The others were from surroundlng
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He asked whether they would consid-
er adoption “If your chlld would have a
better chance in life with another fami.
ly,” if they could meet the adopting
family first, and so on.

Usually, 20-30 percent answered yes
to a question, confirming the professor’s
hunch they would agree to adoption if
anyone counseled them about adop-
tion,

The 186 non-white girls tended to be
less favorable toward adoption, but
March luded their response was fa-

option.

That view, first uttered by my politi-

cal friend, was fleshed out in a scholarly
magazine called Child Welfare, pub-
lished by the Child Welfare League of
America Inc. I stumbled across the cur-
rent issue in Schooleraft College’s
Bradner Library.
- Professor Edmund V. Mech of the
University of Illinols at Champalgn-
Urbana cites national studies showing
that fewer than 5 percent of pregnan-
cies among unmarried adolescents re-
sult in adoptions.

Why so few adoptions? More abor-
tlons . . . societal acceptance of unwed
parenthood ... subsidies from the
state, March suggests. Then he drops his
bombshell:

“Usually, no options other thnn keep-
ing (the baby) are consider:

Counselors of the teen mothers “as-
sume that pregnant adolescents have
little or no interest in the adoptlon op-
tion.”

. THEY ASSUME wrong.
quizzed 320 pregnant, unmar-
rled gh'ls ages 13-19 at 35 sites in an
anonymous Midwestern m\e

vorable enough to warrant counseling
them, at least,

(Incidentally, 45 percent of those 320
unwed tecn mothers already had one
child and were expecting a sccond.}

LAST WEEK I scoffed in print at
Agnes Mansour, outgoing director of the
state Department of Social Services, for
suggesting that societal mores were the
cause of our astronomical ilegitimate
birth rate, and that state government
could do ittle to change it.

Now you understand why I scoffed,

It appears 20.30 percent of bables
would have a better chance in life if
thelr unwed mothers were counseled —
even encouraged — to let them ‘be
adopted by eager childless couples.

Kids In two-parent homes have fewer
learning problems, fewer dlseases, less
chance of living In poverty and a drasti-
cally reduced chance of going to prison
later on.

Their mothers would have a better
chance to finish school, too, and avold
the morass of the Welfare Culture.

Incidentally, more adoptions would
free up more .welfare money for our
schools,

Bloomfleld, Southficld and Bloomfield
Hills,

Farmington Hills police Sgt, Charles
Nebus describes the problem:

“What happens among the 12- to 15-
year-olds is that their parents drep
them off (at a shopping center) while
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parent would dump their kid at a shop-
ping center, left unsupervised ~— until

Affluence is a poor excuse

you realize it's your neighbor, or maybe .

even yourself doing it.

We do fall into this kind of conduct
pretty easily. Even adulls are influ-
enced by peer conduct.

The protdem has been a constant one
since suburbs came inlo being, I vividly
recall

they go to dinner or to another social
engagement, leaving thelr kids unsu-
pervised untit 10 p.m.”

Nebus went on to describe how teens
between 16 and 18 “come with an abun-
dance of moncy In their pockets and
driving newer model, high performance
cars.”

MOST OF the offenses are minor —
trespassing, disturbing the peace,
littering, disorderly conduct and reck-
less driving.

The other, possession of alcohol, is in-
dicative of a very serious problem with
which this soclety is reluctant to deal.

But the biggest problem Is parents
who think their responsibilities are ful-
{illed by living in an affluent communi-
ty, sending thelr children to good
schools and providing their children
with material possessions.

It's tough to imagine what kind of

years back where a group of parents
were o
trouble. A noble effort, for sure.

BUT THE BOTHERSOME theme
that ran throughout the evening was
something on the order that parents re-
ally couldn’t do much if their kids were
firmljhlc-makers. It was all the kids'
aull.

What baloney. Most of the time, par- ®

ents can do something about providing a
role model and working with their chil-
dren.

But one thing is for sure. You can't
throw your chlld In a corner, no matter
how much candy you give them, and ex-
pect them to amuse themselves for
long.

Neither can you dump your child off
at a shopping center with a wad of cash
and expect that to be sufficient parental
guidance.

It just doesn't work that way,

Freedom counts
ACLU is bullish on civil liberty

THEY CAN BE very irritating at
times, those folks from the American
Civil Libertles Union. When it comes to
freedoms — of speech, of religton, of
expression — they just don't know when
to stop,

Thank goodness.

Certainly most of you have rolled
your eyes to the celling and asked for
patience after hearing of the latest
ACLU cause,

A plan for drug-free work places?
The ACLU opposes it. An attempt to
keep drunk drivers off the road? The
ACLU says it is unconstitutional, School
locker searches for weapons? No can
do, says the ACLU,

The ACLU has even supporied the
rights of racists to hold public marches,
‘The ACLU does not support racism; it
does support the idea that constitutional

rights, such as the right of assembly,

must be protected at nll times, not Just
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“for that most helnous crime, participat-
ing in a peaceful demonstration.

The ACLU, no doubt, is taking a beat-
ing in some corners because it has pre-
vented a Natlvity scene from being dis-
played in front of Birmingham City
Hall. Actually, the ACLU didn't prevent
anything; the US. Constitution did.
‘That's a small but essential point that is
often overlooked.

But without the ruckus raised by the
ACLU, the Natlvity scene would not
have been disturbed. Instead it was hid-
den in storage for a couple of years
during lntcrmlnnhle court proceedings.

whenitis

IF EXTREMISM IN support of lib-
erty is no vice, as Barry Goldwater
claimed, then zealousness in support of
civil liberties Is a virtue. If you doubt
that, talk briefly with your fellow su-
burbanite who nearly got a govern-
ment-paid stay in a Yugoslavian prison

Court af-
firmed whal lhe slubbom clty commis.
slon should have accepted a long time
ago: city governments should promote
public safety and clean streets, not re-
ligions,

THERE IS A fecling sometimes spo-
ken that the ACLU should keep its nose

out of a Birmingham matter, That not
only forgets that the suit was Initiated
by a Birmingham resident, but it also is
uncomfortably reminiscent of south-
erners who blamed outslde agitators for
stirring up blacks who otherwise, we
were led to belleve, would happily fore-
go thelr right to vote.

Do most people care where the Na-
tivity scene rests? Probably not. But
that does not diminish the importance
of the issue. The cily should not be sin-
gling out a preferred religion, which is
precisely what It Is doing. There was
not, If you recall, a display In [ront of
city hall during Yom Kippur,

If the clty wants to be in the position
of favoring religions, then it should put
ils principles were its wallet Is and
refuse to accept taxes from any resl-

a conference a few -

to deal with ct in

dents other than those who profess to be !

Christians.

There are some who will undoubtedly
think I am criticizing the Nativity
scene. 1 am not, I'look forward to sceing
it this Christmas at the St. James Epis-
copal Church. That's where it wlll be
displayed this year and that’s where it
should be,

And the ACLU will be back In court
defending some other civil liberty,
That's where it should be.



