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Remember your
community roots

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, orginal coples and Include the address and telephone number
of the writer, None can be returned, Names ‘wlll be wilhheld from publication only for
sufficlent reason. Lelters should be limited to 300 words in most cases. We reserve
the right to edit them. Send letters to Readers’ Forum, Farminglon Observer, 33203

IT SEEMS appropriate during
Thanksglving week to speak of our his-
tory, not In the sense of dry as dust as.
signments to memorize names and
dates from a textbook but rather to give
a pat on the back to the hundreds, may-
be thousands, among us who bring the
past to life through their local and state
historical socletles,

My teachers of long ago made history
seem a continuous march of polities and
war, leaving untold the economic, social
and cultural matters. It may have been
global in one classroom, nattonal in an-
other, but never of our own backyard —
Michigan.

I think things have changed, If so, It's
because a host of organizations have
pointed the way with the enthusiasm of
volunteers along a route well defined by
a gracious philanthropist in the early
*70s when she donated money for con-
struction of the Dunning Memorial
Buliding as‘the home of the Plymouth
Historical Muscum.

Margaret Dunning said its purpose
would be to provide all who enter
“knowledge of our forefathers, enjoy-
ment of our heritage, encouragement
toward preservation, and. inspiration to
continue progress, for without a past
there is no future.”

1 DOUBT if anyone ever had the au-
daelty to tell Margaret Dunning, “If the
shoe fits, put it on,” but I don’t mind
suggesting that her words have no geo-
graphical Umits,

Nor does it matter whether the evi-
dence of the past is exhibited in a soli-
tary municipal attic or throughout the
two floors of a 15,000-square-foot
buildlng such as Plymouth's. Roots are
personal to a community and it's nice to
know from whence they grew.

Be it Birmihgham or Northville, Ro-
chester or Liveonia, the Farmingtons or
Canton, and on through the alphabet, we
all have a heritage of which to be proud.
Our freeways have replaced the Erie
Canal of 1825 for spreading out the pop-
ulation, but it matters lltlle. Roots are
what matter.

What prompted this trail of thought
was recent discovery of one of the best
kept secrets in southeastern Michigan
museum circles, although this may have
been more from lack of a press agent
than anything else.

It so happens that onc particular pro-
gram of the Plymouth museum, called
“Then and Now,” features five social
history classes for school groups, They
are “hands-on” discussions under the
direction of Betly Chllds, the wife of a
frequent golfing companion of mine,

through
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and they are called “Michigan Indtans,”
“Ploneer Families,” “Great Grandma's
Trunk,” “Let's Go Shopplng” and “What
Did They Do For Fun?"

THIS WAS origlnated just a couple of
years ago, {liers were sent to every
school within a 50-mile radivs, and in
two years more than 10,000 students
have benefltted through advance reser-
vatlons by thelr teachers.

Mecanwhile, Betty put together an ex-
hiblt for a museum assoclation conven-
tion where she heard comments [rom
delegates such as, “We don’t know what
to ask you because this sort of thing just
Isn't done!”

One of those delegates was a repre-
sentatlve of the renowned Smithsonian
Institution. She spent a-day in Plymouth
studying the project, returned to Wash-
ington, and then with the Plymouth ex-
ample as a mode] created what the
Smiﬁhsonlan calls ils “Dlscovery Cen-
ter.

\Vhere I sit that's called high praise.

Now, with the holiday season drawing
near, to say nothing of Michigan's offi-
cial salute to |
on Jan. 26, festive historical links are
belng planned In many communities. A
spokesman for the Historlcal Society of
Michigan, headquartered in Ann Arbor,
has told me there are at least 200 such
local groups in the state,

Your participation where you live
will be more than welcome, I am sure.
However, if you [eel left out and If his-
tory has passed you by, “Come on
down,” as they say on the Bob Barker
show.

COME ON down (up, over, or what-
cver) to Plymouth, Saturday, Dec. 6, for
a Christmas Gala Open House Benefit
from 8 p.m. until midnight at the muse-
um (which is smack dab downtown,
spittin' distance from city hall), or the
Sesquicentennial Open House on Sun-
day, Jan, 25.

For that matter, socicty president
Burce Richard suggests, come for both.
We need members, we need volunteers
for the many cver-changlng seasonai
projects, and maybe we need a press
agent.

© Twice a week is hetter © Twice a week is betler O

Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

Election view

very partisan
To the edltor: ™,

As an attorney and a resident of
Farmington Hills, 1 hnve[ read with in-
terest and chagrin Tim' Richard's se-
ries of articles and editorials on the re-
cent Oakland County Circuit Court race.

Since I am an attorney, it would be

improper for me to comment directly -

on the election or on the quallfications
of any particular candldate or judge.
However, I do not belleve it is improper
for me to comment on the quallfica-
tions, methods or motlves of your staff.

Mr. Richard's articles were so obvi-
ously partisan and one-sided as to cast
serious doubt upon his motives and
Journalistic integrity. Although, as an
attorney and a member of the Oakland
County Bar Assoclation, I am honored
that he has placed so much trust and
faith in the ability of a small group of
unidentified attorneys to select a judge
for the entlre population of Oakland
County, modesty requires me to decline
the honor. .

However, I think, once and for all, the
issues should be laid to rest. Judge Coo-
per has been selecled by the over-
whelmlng majority of voters of Oakland
County and will shortly take the bench.
Whether Mr. Richard supported Judge
Cooper or not, she has now been elected
by the people in a democratic nonpar-
tisan clection and should be accorded
the honor and dignity due her as a elr-
cuit judge. Continued “polsoned pen"
editorials, quoting discredited and stale
statistles and election slogans, does nol
serve your readers and engenders dis-
respect for the bench.

Although Mr. Richard's latest editori-
al does not require direct refutation, I
think it should be pointed out that his
statistles are not convincing. Thus, out
of 3,000 members of the Qakland Coun-
ty Bar Assoclation, only 30 percent took
the time to respond to the “poll.” Since
the resuits are largely anonymous, no
Indication of the location of those 30
percent or of Lthe nature of thelr prac-
tice or their knowledge of Judge Cooper
or Mr. Ternan is available or.released.

Out of the 900 respondents, a small

minority, representing § percent of the
total membership of the Oakland Coun-
ty Bar Association, apparently rated
Judge Cooper “not qualificd.” This is an
even smaller percentage of all of the
lawyers In Oakland County and sur-
rounding countles that have practiced
or know both Judge Cooper and Mr,
Ternan. Most slgnificantly, however,
this number is only eight-one-hundredtis
of 1 percent of the number of people

voting in the election in Oakland Coun- .

ty.

As long as the state selects judges by
popular vote, the oplaion of the majori-
ty of the electors will mean much more
than the opinion of a few dlsgruntled or
partisan attorneys. If a judge is truly
“not qualified,” these attorneys would
seem to have an obligation to notify the
Judicial Tenure Commission and seek a
complete investigation, .

Ginopolis, 27815 Middlebett; CJ's, 29505
Nine Mile; Mike & Sons Party Store,
31511 13 Mile; Perry Drugs, 30830 Ore-
hard Lake; 7-Eleven, 22069 Farming-
ton; Grapevine, 28970 12 Mile.
X Betty Nicolay

Farmington Famllles

In Action

FDA confirms
safety of MSG

To the edltor:

‘The article “Foed for Thought — Nu-
trition expert cooks up cable TV show,”’,
appearing in the Aug. 11 issue of the
Observer & Eccentric, refers to mono- "
sodium glutamate (MSG) as a cause of
headache. ‘-

The Glutamate Assoclation, an or- -

ion of

Judge Cooper is one of the y
most-respected judges in the county
and witl make an excellent judge of the
Circult Court. She deserves your apolo-
gy and the respect she has earned.

1 would hope that you would focus
your efforts on more productive and
honorable pursuits,

David L. Haron
Farmington Hills

Checking IDs
draws praise

To the editor:

Congratulations to Farmington Hills
Chief of Paollce Bill Dwyer and Farm-
ington Hills City Council for their re-
cent action of the erackdown of estab-
lishments which allegedly sold and/or
served minors liquor.

The concern of our community lead-
ers and the responsible, positive report-
Ing by the Observer gives support to
parents who want to see Farmington
Hills youth drug-free,

g ers, national .
marketers and processed food users of
glutamie ucld and its salts (Including
monosodium glutamate), would Jike to
provide your readers with the following
facts, .

Some scientific research has [dentl. |
fled a translent fecling of pressure in &
the temples alteged to result from an ,
intolerance to MSG, usually at atypical- ",
1y high levels, Although there are Indi.
viduals who may refer to this pressure
as headache, there is no rescarch evi- -
dence of which we are aware, that
shows that MSG acts to dilate or con-
strict blood vessels.

Many people (nearly one-half of the*
American population) experience after--
eatlng discomfort foltowing ingestion of:
many common foods and food ingred-
{ents. Garlic, pepper, chocolate, wheat,
corn, strawberries, shellllsh and other
foods and ingredlents too numerous to

are YRt b

MSG Is one of the most thoroughly
and exhaustively tested food substances
in use today. More than 600 appropriate
studles conducted in a varlety of animal
species includlng man, and careful re-

We strongly support those
which took the time to check IDs. Keep
up the good work:

Farmington Hills Market, 24223 Orc-
hard Lake; D&D Discount, 28857-A

“ Qrchard Lake; 7-Eleven, 29318 Orchard
Lake; Great Scott, 29555 Orchard Lake;
Nor-West Lancs, 32505 Northwestern;

views by reg y and sclentific or-
ganizations worldwide (including the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration and -
the Wortd Heaith Organinization) clear- .
1y confirm the safety of MSG.
Julie M, Wilgus,
staff associate
MSG Association

TS INYbUR
Bloop i

warm.

*Take n look at the winter bot

Rockport Boat. This boot alone mal

Each pair of Rockport Boats s gu
heat-retaining Gortex® linings for even
Perhaps it's too early to speak of such things, but
versatile beyond winter months. Perfect for hiking an d espec com
for hectic city walks or lelsurely country strolls. They're available in sizes
7-12, 13 medium, 812, 13 wlde. Avaitable In brown at $82.

ils winter. The Rockport

's believe: hould look so good Ih
Only Sherman's believes you shiou! g nowy days ahead.

Boot. Buy yours today. And set the fashion pace for those s
-

Sherman’s believes

you should look (?four best ||
on ugly winter

Rockport waterproof boots.

’
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FOR THE SHOES HE WEARS

Disfhingham, Somerset, Falstane, Lakeslde, and Twelve Oaks Malts.
2 other majoe credit cards accepted.
e g s e Cal 6422600 Mon. ¥l 9am. oS .

r your @

ays with

ot above. [t's the answer to that age old question
of how to look good during 20° below zero, snowy winter days. The

kes winter survival look fashlonable. And

aranteed waterproof, And each pair has
mare water resistance and warmth.
you'll find Rockport Boots
pecially comlorting

Men And Women NOW At
Two New Locations!

EASTLAND - HARPER WOODS
MERIDIAN MALL - OKEMOS

® Sclected Merchandise On Sale.
@ Personalized Service Of Woolen Clothing.

Now Through Sunday, November 30th

|

PHONE NUMBER.

Redeom By Docember 31, 1986 @ No Purchase Necessary
2 Drawings Per Store e Non-Refundoble ® Must Be 18 Yoors Of Ago To Rogistor
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NAWROT PENDLETON GIVEAWAY B
Bring In This Coupon To Register And Win A $100 Gift Certificate.
NAME
ADDRESS, CIY.
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HARPER WOODS

DEARBORN
23044 Chery Hlll® 565-0977

PendletonShops

Eastland Contere 839-1960  Lakeslde Malle 247-5090 Meridian Malle 517-349-8000

PLYMOUTH
470 Forest  459-0440

o]

NOVI
Twelve Oaks Malle 349-2368




