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Christmas trees and gingerbread
houses are Inseparable parts of the
Festival of Trees which is on display
in the Riverview Ballroom at Cobo
Hall Thuesday through Tuesday. The
$50 per person Preview Party Is 6-
9:30 p.m. this evening.

‘The event with 100 professlonally
decorated trees, an aisle of wreaths,
lols of entertalnment, a festival gift
shop and a Gingerbread Village ere-
ated by outstanding chefs and culi-
nary students, is a bencfit for Chil-
dren's Hospltal of Michigan.

While visitors of all ages will fInd
- wonderful things to sec and buy at
< every turn, a lot of youngsters may
T lose their hearts to a wonderful
= gingerbread house,
= It was deslgned and built by Phil-
7 )ip DiMambro and Douglas Wink-
“ worlh wlith help from their wives,
+ Denise Di Mambro and Mary Beth
J Winkworth. The latter also happens
- to be general chairman of Festival

of Trees and Dentse Di Mambro is on

one of the many commlttees.

THE GINGERBREAD house
makes its debut onthe Festival of
Trees float in the Thanksgiving Pa-
rade. From there It goes to Cobo
Halt for the festival.

© Then it was auctloned off. Not

- only is it wall-papered and carpet,
but It is designed so that it can be
disassembled casily.

“It completely eomes apart into
seven panels. It bolts together, sald

. DidMambro as he put the finishing
: touches on it in the garage of his
Bloomiield Hills home.
Like the gingerbread house, all of
. the colorful things have been
- deand donated to thls benefit ev
* The wreaths were made by 42 mut-
ropolitan area garden clubs.

The 100 Festlval trees, donated by
Frank's Nursery & Crafts are spon-
sored by arca businesses and Individ-
uals for a donatlon and decorated by

- area designers according to a select-
¢d theme. Fourtecn chels and 22 cu-
linary chefs constructed the Ginger-
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Festival of Trees

Volunteers build a dandy gingerbread house

-

Linda Biondy is the artist who made this theme wreath,

to make a special hodiday ornament
during a visit to Santaland and visit
with Santa.

FESTIVAL OF Trees hours are 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, the day of
Santa's arrival; 10 a.m. to $ p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday: noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday; 10:30 a.m. te 5 p.m. Monday;
and 10 a.m. 10 6 p.m. Tuesday.

There will be entertainment by

school and community groups cach
day of the Festlval.

Proceeds from the Festival will
benefit the Evergreen Endowment
Fund to supporl rescarch inta causes
and cures of chitdhood diseases. Chil-
dren's Hospital of Michigan is a vol-
untary, non-profit, 290 bed hospital
serving all incomne Jevels. Organizers
hope to ralse $150,000.

bread Village, comp with streets,
sidewalks, curbs and lights, of edible
ingredients. Individual houses will
be for sale,

Children will have an opportumiy

See homes decked

Five beautitu) homes tn the Bir-
mingham-Bloomflield area will be
decorated for the holtdays and ready
for the Detroit Symphony League’s
annual Christmas Walk from 10 a.m,
to 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11.

This annual holiday home teur on
the W est side {there's a smiliar one
in Grosse Pointe on Thursday, Dec.
5) will focus on five completely dif-
ferent types of homes — an turn of
the century farmhouse; a spaclous
country French home; a contempo-
rary, multi-levbel custom bullt
French chateau; a  coniemporary

Thg French ch-loa.u with marbl

Ing’ ceilings and

Staif photos by Jerry Zolynsky

door is her nls\ur, Ltes!, 5. The youngsters in
front are Tony Di Mambre, 5 (left), and
Matthew Hutchins, 8.

The gingerbread house was built in the ga-
rage in Bloomficld Hills for the Festival of
Trees and the Thanksgiving parade. Looking
out the window is Heidi Rinke, 2, and at the

beauty with lots of skyllghts, glass
doorwalls and square atrium with a
hot tub, nestled into its surroundings
with great skill; and a contemporary
condominium overlooking Wabeek
golf course.

Nancy Laube decorated the coun-
try French home for Christmas and
used a coltectlon of teddy bears un-
der one of the three Christmas trees.
The Wabeck condominlum, furnished
in cclectic style, will be done in a
traditional style for the holidays,
others will be more contemporary in
approach.

le floors,

soay-
kylights has muu_nlllca‘-il
1

ings, a formal amblence and tuxurious com- v
{ort, The interlor designeY Is Roger Llawollyn

out for the holidays

The Choraliers will perform, and
the Detroit Symphony Boutigue will
be well-stocked with gift tdeas for
those who would like to pause to
shop at one of the homes.

Tickets are $G for groups of 10 or
more (557-4838), $7 advanced sale
(851-3485 or 646-9208) or at The Vil-
lage Barn, Franklln.

Glnny Berberian of Southficld is
general chalrwoman; Barbara Madi-
gan of Orchard Lake is woestslde
chalrman, and Pat  Mltchell of
Bloomtield Hills is assistant west-
slde chairman,
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This t t-th y far originally
had stables below and servants quariers
above. In tho master bedroom, tho ownors
discovered o hidden treasure of o firoplace
= . that was covered with brick and plastor, The

¢

wrought iron gate was designed and bulit by
of Ci d

a
Bob Bently of Perlmutter and Friowald deco-
rated the home for the holidays,
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