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Geogr

Instead of studylng varlous cul-
tures around the world, Nancy Han-
delman's students look to their back
yards for a geography lesson.

Many students enroited in the

aphy class has local twist

in clty haii, offlces of the clty asses-
sor and clerk, how and where resi-
dents pay water bills, and viewed the
clty’s computer room — the heart of
most clty operations.

Deadman explalned the differenc.
¢s between the vatlous forms of lo-
cal governments and compared the
of other local citles —

sesslon at Ten Mile Community
School In Farmington are foreign-
born. Handelman sald it Is as im-
portant for them to learn about the
United States as it is for US. stu-
dents to learn about other parts of
the world.

“I have more foreign-born stu-
denis than ever before,” she sald. "1
wanted to sec what they needed” be-
fore formulating a lesson plan.  ~

“The best pluce to famlilarize
yoursel{ with geography Is to start in
your own back yard. 1 flgured I
would make it as relevant to them as
possible.”

The class tock a field trip to
Farmington City Hall Nov. 20,
where City Manager Robert Dead-
man delivered an overview of Farm-
ington-arca history, a brief clvics
lesson and a tour of city facllitles.

, Some of the students are from
countries where they might not be
invlted to tour a government build-
ing, he said.

SOME OF this term's geography
students are from Irag, Mexico and
Indla, according to Handelman.

‘The former psychology and soclal
studies teacher satd her students en-
joyed touring the public safely faelll-
tics the most. She sald “they were
fascinated” by the dispatch opera-
tion, fIngerprinting and lock-up fa-
cilitles,

They alse saw the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commisslon offices

such as Livonia’s strong mayor form
of gavernment — with Farmington's
council/manager gavernment.

He told the group about the area's
orlginal setilement In the 18203 and
about how just a short Ume ago,
there were acres of apple groves
stretching across what Is now the
city of Farmington Hills,

THE LAND annexatlon process,
which accounts for the odd shape of
the city of Farmington, was also
mentioned by Deadman. It caused at
least four propertles to be split by
two clty borders,

“Jt's complicated, and quite frank-
Iy, it is complicated for those who
have spent a whole life golng
through our system,” Deadman told
the students. “Each state can be dif-
ferent.”

Some of Handelman’s students are
taking the class for corichment,
while others are taking it as a re-
quirement for a high school diploma.
She said she Is learnlng as much
from her students as they are learn-
Ing from her ¢lass.

“They're a pleasure to have In
class,” she added. “Not only do we
talk about geography, but we talk
about cusioms, spectal hotldays and
culiures, Sometimes, we find out
about tropical frults and dlets.”

Much of the class was spent help-
tng the students flnd thelr way
around the Jocal area, teaching them

Road work advice eyed

Farmingten Hills officials will get
the help of a financla) adviser in set-
ting up the city’s $7 million {inane-
ing program for major road im-
provements.

City council members last week
authorized City Manager William
Costick to retaln the Detroit-based
municipal financial adviser, Bend-
zlnskl & Ce., for $9,600. The
adviser’s fee could change, however,
depending on the amount for which
the city's bonds are sold. The city
also will reimburse the company's
expenses incurred on Uhe city's be-
half.

In September, Farmington Hills
voters authorized the city to issue $7
million in general obligation bonds
to finance the elty's share of a total
$14 mtilion road improvement pro-
gram.

Of the $14 milllon, the clty's share
Is approximately $9 million. But the
1 mill the Farmington Hils Clty
Councll levled for roads in July is
belng used in  conjunction wlith
$750,000 from the city’s major road
fund to finance $2 milllon of the §9
million clty share this year. The
city's remalning $7 mitllon will be
{inanced over 10 years.

Under a service agreement, the fi-
nanclal adviser will help structure a
bond maturity schedule and other
ftems that wlll help cnhance the
bonds' marketabllity. The adviser
also will prepare a bond offlclal
statement that Is distributed to pro-
spectlve bond bidders, rating appll-
cations with Moody's and Standard &
Poors ratlng agencles and obtaln the
best interest rates, according to the
agreement.
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how to read maps and helping them
with usable geography skills, Han-
delman said.

She sald teaching through the
communlty education pregram
spared by the Farmington and
Clarencevite eotgal &b« - - dif-
ferent than the traditios it e
experlence,

“Students have a very high regacd
for the teachers, which ks very re-
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freshing,” she said. “Many times,
English is a second language for
them, I bend over backwards {0 help
them succeed. They do succeed and
goon”

Information about the community
and aduft cducation programs in
both the Farmingten and Clarence-
ville districts can be obtained by

~ling $73-8906 in Clarenceville or
474-5244 in Farmingion.
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beautiful Amlsh-built hardwood doars and
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luxurious Plymouth Inn, an assisted-living
facility. '

313/971-0800 313/549-1161

Opening in December of 1986, this mag-
nificent 50 room facility will be the first of
its kind in the community. Designed for
those elderly who are basically independent
who can bathe, dress and feed themselves
yet need some encouragement and moti-
vation. The Plymouth Inn meets their needs,
budget and lifestyle. It's a special place.
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|

The Plymouth Inn provides 3 delicious
meals, graciously served in a beautifully ap-
pointed dining room. Spacious mini-suites
or deluxe semi-private accommodations
overlook tranquil landscaped grounds.
Extensive social programs and varied rec-
reational opportunities keep minds involved
and stimulated. A game room. Chapel.
Beauty parlour. Many quiet cozy corners.
The latest in fire and safety protection. All
this and more await those who select the
Plymouth [nn. ’
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