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Jeft Nahan, founder and executive director,

the Actors Alliance Conservatory of Theatre
conducts a class n Performing

at atthe School in

Dr. Patricia Kihn provides input for students

Fisco of Frmington at class in Scene Stud-
Terrence Haggerly of Royal Oak and Lisa

les,

Talent will out
Developmg actmg skills

By Cathlo Breldonbach
speclal wrltor

TUDENTS AREN'T TAUGHT
acting at the Actors Alllance

Conscrvalury of The'\trc in
Southfield.’

“We can't teach anyone hﬁw to
act,” sald Jeifrey Nahan, founder
and cxecutive director of the con-
servatory, "We glve them the tools
to find it withln themselves.”

How to project voice, move well
on stage and prepare a scene or
monologue are only a few of the
many skills integrated into the pro-
gram. Theoretical exercises help
students break throvgh barriers.

Nahan says many people are so
self-aware when they first get up on
stage that it blocks thelr progress.
“So ofien people need permission to
be,” he sald.

In his ctasses he gives that permis-
sion and {ells students the class Is
like a padded cell where they won't
get hurt if they let go and express
themscives.

In additlon to teaching fundamen-
tal theater skilfs, Nahan also an-
notinces upcoming auditlons, recom-
mends  photographers for promo
shots and discusses local talent
agents, to give siudents practical In-
formation so that when they com-
plete the program they're ready to
o out and get work,

AS TIE EDUCATIONAL arm of
the Actors Alltance Theatre Compa-
ny. the conservatory offcrs three
tevels of ongelng adult classes at the
International Schoot on 13 Mile and
Evergreen roads. Also offered are
Saturday classes for youth.

Nahan says withln the three levels
there s a place for anyonc with an
Interest In the program. He person-
ally places students (o be certain the
level of diffleuity suits their abllitles
and experience.

Jay J. Levin of Birmingham and Gall Shittman of Novi pre-
tend to watch televislon, during “in the round.” Students
circle up, then take turns acting out thelr own Impromptu

skit.

Amateurs who want to cxplore
possibilities and improve speaking
skills enrall in the Exploratory Pro-
gram. Performers preparing for ca-
reers in theater follow the Prepara-
tory sequence of classes. The Con-
servatory series for the professional
actor features weckend workshops
and master classes by experts
brought in from NewYork.

Six-week sesslons hegin perlodi-
cally throughout the year, and class-
cs meet evenings for 2% to three
hours once a week. The conservatory
offers ninc class experiences - of
graduaily increasing challenge, on
its Exploratory and Preparatory
levels.

With the help of state Sen. Jack

Faxon and Helen Lanese, Nahan
founded the Actors Alllance Theatre
Company in 1981, He had done cafe
repertory in Philadelphia, studied
dunce and strect mime In New York
and worked with the Detroit Reper-
tory Theatre and the Attic Theatre
in Detroit.

LiE 1IOLDS a bachelor of arts In
television and radio  productlon,
from Wayne State University and
has 10 years cxperience teaching.
acting and directing,as well as run-
ning the business side of a theater.
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