ravel _

Thuesdoy, Nevembor 27, 1086 O&LE

(Wb-12D,T,R0-1C,88 %)k % 11D .;

Sidetracked in U.S.,

deaux at 9:27 a.m. and at-
rives at Austeriltz station
in Parls at 1:46 p.m.

There are 19 daily Bordeaux-to-
Paris tralns listed on the small pa-
per traln schedule I'hold in my hand.
Several more tralns operate flve or
six days a week, so there is a lot of
train service on this one leg of the
extensive rail network in Europe,

Those numbers tell you many
things, primarlly that Europeans
stlll use tralns,

The quallty of the equipment and
servlce refiects that regutar use.

UR TRAIN to Parls leaves
the St. Jean station in Bor-

IN THE US,, there are only a few
places where trains are part of daily

- 1lfe — New York to Washlngton, for

cxample — but-European countrics
still conduct their dally business and
vacation ilfe by traln.

A soclety that lives by its tralns
glves you train service you can Nve
with, Instead of reducing its traln
network year by year as we have
done, the Europeans are building
bigger and better tralns every day.

Good tralns cover more than
100,000 miles of track (hroughout
the continent. Speclal TEE and In-
:ercily trains run between major cit-
es.

In Germany, an Airport Express
hurtles along the Rhine, carrylng
passengers fram Frankfurt Airport
to Bonn and Cologne. In France, the
TGV, fastest traln in the world, has
been breaking all records between
Paris and southeastern France since
1981; a network of TGV irains wlll
criss-cross France befare the turn of
the 21st century.

1 AM traveling on a Eurallpass,
which allows me unlimited travel on
flrst or second class In 16 European
countries.

At the moment, ! am sitting in a
spacious, wililt flrst-class coach
wlth new blue carpeting and wide
red seats reminlscent of flrst class
afrline seats, two scals on one side of
the aise and one on the other, The
front half of the car, behind the glass
wall, Is for smaking, the back half if
non-smoking. dlost of my fellow
travelers are businessmen reading
thelr morning papers.

A scecond style of first class car
has compartments, with seats facing
one another; you have seen them in
all those Agatba Christic movles.

Seccond class cars also come either
compartment-style or four abreast
like economy seats on a plane. I am
traveling with a {riend who some-
times travels-flest and sometimes
second, so T Yave had a good oppor-
tunity to sét“the difference. The
maln dlfference Is In the Juxury level
of the cars.

FAR MORE people travel second
class. On the seven or elght tralns I
have taken so far on (hls trip, most
of them In France, the second class
cars have becn,quite clean and com-
fortable, and>more crowded than
first. In most cases we are talking
about relatively short runs of three
to four hours, "

1f you buy your tickets as you go,

. instead of using a Eurailpass, flrst
class costs 50 percent more than see-

1 '

ule.

A traveler walks to a traln at the station in
Strasbourg, France. The bulletin board in
Beziers, France, reflects the busy train sched-
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ond class. From Bordeaux to Parls,
a one-way lirst class ticket costs 388
francs and a second class ticket 259
francs; at 6.5 francs to a U.S. dollar
thats $60 versus $40.

Whether the difference is worth it
depends on your priorities how far
you travel and how many trains you
may be takilng. In summer or on
wecekends it may be worth the extra;
during loss busy times it may not.

BUY A Eurallpass and you can
travel either way. The Eurallpass is
available only to people who live
outslde of Europe, Algerla, Morocco
and Tunisla, so you must buy It be-

fare you leave home, however, un-

less you are traveling only between
major cltics listed on the schedule
that comes with your pass.

There arc a lot of Interesting llttle
details to learn but the most import-
ant is that you will be carrying your
own bags so travel Light.

Even with a taxl to the door of the
station you must hau) your bag to the
platform, up and down long flights of
stalrs to other platiorms, up and
down flights of statrs to other plat-
forms and up the steps Into the traln.

Once aboard you will probably
holst your luggage up to an overhead
rack. First class cars have floor and
walst-level racks at the ends of the
car. You can check your bag but
most people don’t because it may not
arrive on the same trajn that you do.

MY ITINERARY took me by
plane to Frankfurt Alrport, by tratn
to Cologne, up the Rhine River by
boat, by car 1o Stuttgart, by train to
Montpellier, France, down the Caral
du MIdi on a hotel barge, by train ta
Bordeaux and by train again to Par.
(s, where I took a plane home. A Fu-

rallpass fs well worth while when

you are wandering around the conti-
nent like that,

The fast train out of Frankfurt
alrport sped on swlit sifent ralls to
Malnz and down the Rhine River to
Cologne. Signs in German and Eng-
lish ed me from my Pan Am flight
to the baggage arca. Rallway sched-
ules were posted there and through-
out the airport. *

Eurailpass tickets must be signed
and validated at the rafiway counter
belore boarding a train for the flrst
tIme. From then on, you just cllmb
aboard while other peaple line up for
tickets, The tlcket for that run cost
67 marks ($34) flrst class and 41
marks ($21) second class, with an ex-
tra five mark ($2.50) surcharge for
the fast teain,

WE TOOK the airport escalator
down wo levels to track three,
where a dlagram showed exactly
where trains siop and where to stand
to board elther first or second class
cars. The express to Cologne leaves
at one minute before the hour, and at
exactly 10:59 it glided Into the sta-
tlon.

There was no clnckcly-cluék of
traln wheels as we raced up the riv-

rides more smoothly than the cushl.
est Cadlllac.

It Isn't always that easy. The first
rule of train travel in Europe is to
Teave yourself enough time to get the
Information you need to go {rom one
place to another..The railway net-

« work system in Europe is very large,

with tralns going to every village
apnd town on the continent. You
would need two large books the size
of telephone books to have alt the in-

er. That is an electric traln and it formation you need.
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it’s still big with Europeans - i

A small schedule of maln Lraies to
main clties comes with your Eurail-
pass, i you ar golng from Patis to
Frankfurt, and then on to Madrid,
you have the schedule in your pocks
ct. I knew before I left home that one
of my trips was from Stuttgart or
Manheim to Montpelller.

THE CHICAGO Eurail office told
me that T had several cholces, none
of them wonderful, It looked like I
had to either stay overnight some-
where or backtrack to Paris to meet

2
sl

my 2 pm. Sunday appointment in.,,
Montpellter, “Check the informatiog =
desk when you get to Eurape.” b

1 tried the information desk ngain)
in Hellbronn, where a young woman,g
found me a slightly better route
through Lyon, but I still had to over-
night in Montpellier to meet my mi-
dafternoon appointment the follow-
ing day.

Next weck: By traln through™
France.

practical work experience.

G

INTODAY'S. |
JOB MARKET
EMPLOYERS WANT
MORE THAN THE

handshakes. But very few have what employers want most -

That's why there's a nationwide program called .
Cooperative Education. It allows students to alternate studies
at the college of their choice with paid, practical work
experience in the career of their choice.

So Co-op Education students graduate with more thana
degree. They have practical knowledge. Anda cotnpetitive
advantage in today's crowded job market. And that sure beats
trying to B.S. your way into ajob.

pEducation

You earn a future when you eam a degree.

Foen frve booklet wiite: Coop Educiton «£.0. Bac s Bamton, MAIIS
A .
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Every year, over a million new college graduates put on
their new blue suits and go job hunting.
All of them have degrees. Most of them have hearty p
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