Applause, applause

Pols praise cop, curmudgeon

A cop and a curmudgeon won
warm ovations from the Oakland
County Board of Conimissinners.

Sherifl's Deputy Michae) L. Odette
gave the board a check for $250 that
he was awarded in an out-of-court
settlement,

‘Trecently had a lawsuit go 1o trinl
in federal court,” Odutte said. “After
obtalning a faverable jury verdict,
filed a suit against the party who had
sued mysell and the county. I sued
him for malicious proseeution for
filing 2 frivotous lawsuit.

"1 REC

TLY settled the suit

out-of-court, It Is my desire to give
the proceeds o the taxpayers of
Oakland county, who had to bear the
costs of my original suit.

“It is unfortunate so many frivo-
lous lawsuits are filed {agalnst coun-
ty officials), I find It tragic that the
taxpayers are forced 1o spend enor-
mous amounts of money to defend
these suits when a vast majority are
frivolous."

Odette handed his personal check
to finance commitice Chairman Wil
liam Caddell, R-Walled Lake, and
received the board's standing ova-
tion.

Crossing safer
with turn lane

An interseetion that had been the
scene of 22 accidents nml 10 person-

In 1984, the Road Commission
added Jeft turn l'me: {ur both north-
bound and d Crooks at the

al injuries per year
safer with the adduwn of left turn
lanes,

Only four acvidents and less than
1wo personal injuries per year have
occurred  since, reporls John L,
Grubha, managing dircctor of the
Qakland County Read Commiission,

‘The intersection is that of Crooks
Road with Meijer-Eitnwood on the
border of the citles of Troy, Royal
Qak and Clawson.

interseetion.

Most of the injurics that had oc-
curred in accidents at the Iniersees
tion weee the result of {rontal colli-
sions during left turns. This type of
aceldent was reduced 95 pereent,

The project cost $161,066 and
qualificd for $115,608 of federal ald,
feaving $23,897 to he funded by the
Road Commission and $21,561 by the
threc cities,

Onhioans flock to Village

Henry Ford Museumn & Greenfield
Village 15 recording its best attens
dance since 1982, thanks in part to
its cfforts 1n Ohio markets.

Don Adams, director of public af-
tributes this yea uccess.
public relations ives in
kvy Ohio markets. Increased publici-
generated in Akron, Toledo
and Columbus through promotional
exhibits in shopping malls.

“Strong holtday season offers, in-

om.m'"["ié-?“oir ‘.573"0" e76-olf| 75%off

cluding the popular Christmas activ-
ities In the museum and village, and
the 'Streamlining America’ and ‘Yes-
terday's Tomorrows' special exhiblts
in lenry Ford Museum are expected
to generate further attendance in-
creases which will result in the 1986
atlendance goal of 1.1 million being
surpassed,” Adams said,

The Dearborn institution wel-
comed its one-millionth visitor of the
year last month.

THE CURMUDGEON, sclf-styled,
Is John King, retired Bloomficld
Hills businessman, frequent vocal
eritie of county government and co-
lumnist.

“The 28ih commissioner,” as
James Doyon of Madison Heights
called him, was honored on hls 75th
birthday last week with a proclama-
1ion signed by his favorite targets —
the board and the county executlve.

King accepted It with a faint
smile, but he didn’t let up, recalling
with favor a congressional Incident
in the 1850s when a representative
beat a senator with a cane.

King proceeded to criticlze:

® $16 mlllion the board voted for
a new Jail to satisfy a consent judg-
ment in a prisoners’ lawsuit five
years ago. “You made a great mis-
take golng Into this consent judg-
ment. You should have contested it.”

@ $1.6 million for alr conditioning
for the new jail, 1t goes agalnst my
grain to give this kind of llving to
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people who have broken the rules of
socicty . . . when nol 25 percent of
the pmplu in Oakland have air con-
ditioning in their homes."
® The effort of Suzette Vogt, the

board’s administrative assistant, to
kave her Job upgraded from a
$31,000 bracket to a $46,000 bracket.
“I've observed that job for years,
and iU's not worth $46,000," said
King.
The board sent the salary guestion
back to its personnel committee.
Vougt contends that when Anton
Guyer retired from the post In 1977,
the job was cquated with the assist-
ant director of personnel, but “the
salary was reduced when 1 took the
position.”
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