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“A  Willismsburg  Christmas™
will capture the sights and so
of the historic city in Virginia with
authentic colonial decor, food and
tnusie.

The evening planned for Satur-
day. Dec. 13, is a Christmas gift to
the community from Nardin Park
United Methodist Chureh's Music
and Fine Arts Commitiee and rep-
resents the collective artistry of
more than 200 church members.

Augnienting the candledight at-
mosphere of the entire church, visi-
tors are invited withont charge. lo
enjay st a) 1760 experiences.

The ing begins at 7 pm
with 2 concert of brass and strings
perforsning the bareque music thal
was played in colonial times.

At 7:30 p.m. the awdience will be
invited to join the 70-voice Sanetu-
ary Choir, intertwining traditional
carols with special holiday smusic
for choir, brass, handbells and
strings. The featured soloists are

Christmas
celebrated
1760 style

Alice Avedisian and Faith Rick,
sopranos, with Keith Witmer, bass.

The musical event will be direct-
ed by Mclvin C. Rookus, minlster
af music for Nardin Park.

Following the music program,
menbers of eight organizations
within the church wiit host their
own reception,

Guests will be welcome to wand-
er {rom one 10 another, seeing the
displays of centerpicces, the sett.
ings of the tables, sampling the
beverages, the desserts, the finger
foods that were typical holiday
{are 200 years ago, and served by
the hosts and hostesses in period
coslume.

Some proups may choose to sell
their centerpieces. Others have al-
ready been comnitted 1o be given
toareis nursing homes.

Dr. Wililam A, Ritter Is senior
minister of the church, on 11 Mile
Roud, west of Middlebelt.

Dorothy Cook and Rulh Pryor prepare for “A Williamsburg Christmas,” a gift to tho community from members of Nardin

Park United Methodist Church,
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The Holloween maske were created out of clay by preschoolers in classes led by Sue Katz,

Creative Art for Kids

The emphasis is on the process, not the product

By Loralno McClish
stalf writer

HE TOOLS OF THE trade
for Sue Katz are everyday
items that can be found
around the house. Coffec

filters, shredded paper, a plece of
corrugated board, some aluminum
{oi1, some sceds or some beads might
be used in her classes "Creative Arts
for Kids."”

“It's alf for exploring and experi-
menting with found materlals,” Katz
sald. “This {s nat a cut and pasie
class. ) give a very minlmal amount
of Instruction and then let the
creativity soar. How they handle the
materinls Is up to them,

“A\ of the emphasis Is on creativi-
ty and the process of the doing
rather than on the finished product.”

Katz has led 4-6-ycar-olds In de-
veloplng thelr creativity in South-
fie)dd Cultural Center, Akiva Day
School, Glhson Schea) for the Gifted

and Jewish Community Center.

She offers the first “Creative Arts
for Kids" classes In her Farmington
itills home, both mornings and after-
noons, Wednesday and Thursday.

“There is a need for this,” she
sald. "Children today are so pro-
grammed with their learning curric.
ulum there is little time or opportu-
nity for them to know the joy of cre-
ating."”

A NATIVE OF Canada, Kaiz won
a scholarship in Toronto to aitain the
Supervisor Certlflcate of Art, the
highest certitication one can obialn
In the field of art education.

“What 1 teach is mentally
healthy," she sald. “Every plece the
child creates is a success that builds
up his sclf esteem. My students can't
walt until they are able to show thelr
parents what they've made — an
original piece that (s lke no one
else’s.

"And t¢.s spreads out to so many

other things In Jife, When a child
knows that if one piece of the mate-
rlals he has been glven won't work in
one spot, It might work in another,
‘That knowledge wlll enable him to
adapt to many different, maybe dif-
flealt, situatlons. That child is golng
to flnd a different road to take,
knowing that there s more than onc
road leading to a goal or a glven
point. As the chlld grows older there
will be more wlllingness to try new
things, no maiter what the clrcum-
stances are,” she said.

In the meantime, Katz sald, “The
child will take what he learned in
class and carry It onc sicp further
exploring with simple things laylng
around the house. He or she will
have learned that things always
don't have to look as they appear and
has tearned a new way to occupy
themselves in their free time. And
parents aren't forever buylng the
newest oy on the market,"
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CHILDREN IN Kaiz's 90-minute
classes work ont a crayan table, then
a printing and painting table, then a
pottery lable In each of the once-a-
wecek 10 week sessions.

“They'll learn what dyes and india
inks or siyrafoam or clay, or feath-
ers, or any other materials of varied
textures can do for them," Katz said,
“and each child creates three proj.
ccts every week.”

Followlng her enjoy-whlle-creat-
ing philosophy, Katz sald, “The kids
are not responsible for any cleanup.
1 do that. The only trouble I might
have Is the chlld that docsn't want to
Jeave at the end of the sesslon.”

Katz llves at 34299 Commons
Road, between 13 and 14 Mile, be-
{ween Drake and Farmington Road.

Fee for the class is $75 which In-
cludes al) materlals. Wednesday and
Thursday classes begln at 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Each class is limited to 10
students. Registratlon Is made by
calling t{atz at 661-56293.

‘Children today are so
programmed with their
learning curriculum
there is little time or
opportunity for them to
know the joy of
creating.’

— Sue Kalz
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The much-loved and much-worn T-shirt was created by its
owner, Wade Hirschman, a kindergartener at Forest Elemonta-
ry School,

Emily Leach p this

F Hills kindaerg
thrae-dimensional painting when she was taking “Creative Art
for Kide'7:lasaes In the fall at the Joewish Cominunity Center.



