News broadcasters won back-to-
back victories in the state Leglsla-
ture.

The Senate Tuesday passed hills

" granting them “shlcid" protection
and guaranteeing the right to tape

and (itm governmental meetings.
Observer & Eccentric area Sens,
Doug Cruce, R-Troy; Jack Faxon, D-

. Farmington Hills; Richard Fessler,

* R-West Bloomileld; R.

Robert
Geake, R-Northville; Patrick McCol-
tough, D-Dearborn; and Rudy Ni-
chols, R-Waterford, all supporicd
both bills.

Absent was Sen. William Faust, D-

: Westland.

THE SHIELD bill s)ld theough 32-
0 after months of argument, It gocs
back to the House for concurrence in
amendments.

Current law allows print reporters

* to protect the ldentity of informants,

The new measure, sponsored by
Rep. Debbie Stabenow, D-Lansing,
extends the right to protect the lden-

2 tity, conversatlon and documents
received from an Informant to any

“gther person involved in the gather-

. ingor preparation of news. . "

The right is limited in the case of

- “copital erimes" where life Imptls-
. onment could be Imposed, sald Sen.

Alan Cropsey, R-Dewltt, chalrman
of the Senate Judlciary Comml!lec.
In those cascs, a county proseculor
would have te show he exhausted all
other means to get required evl-
dence.

Capltal crimes include:

@ First- and sccond-degree mur-
der.

Joachim
heads tourist
association

Joseph D. Joachim, director of the
Oakland Cuumy Economic Develop-
ment Group. has been elected chair-
man of the 250-member Travel and
Tourist Association of Southeast
Michigan.

1t Is made up of publle and private
organizations joined togeiher to pro-
mote lourism in the 11-county re-
glon. The association is celebrating
its 60th anniversary thls ycar.

Betty Rahaley, owner of D-Tours
of Birmingham, has been elected to
the posltion of vice chair. Oscar So-
cia, president of the Citlzens State
Savings Bank in New Baltimore, has
deen re-elected as the assocliatlon’s
treasurer.

. Hundreds of.

Rep. Willis Bullard’s bill expands the
Open Meetings Act by saying: ‘The
right of a person to attend a meeting
of a public body includes the right to
tape record, to videotape, and to

tel t live on tele

the

proceedings of a public body at a

public meeting.’

® Firstdegree criminal sexual
conduct,

® Assault with intent to kill and
assault with intent to commlt armed
robbery.

) o Bank robbery and safecrack-
ng.

& Some kidnappings,

@ Delivery, manufacture or pos-
session of 650 or more grams of he-
roin, opium, methadonc or cocalne,

THE BILL grew out of the Brad
Stone case in Detroit. Stone, a pro-
ducer for WIBK-TV, prepared a sto-
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ry on teen gangs, pmmlslng them
anonymity. In violation of statlon
policy, Stone falled to destroy the
unused videotape.

A month later, an off- duty State
Police trooper was shot to death at
Wart Plaza. A grand jury investigat-
Ing the murder subpoenacd Stone's
unaired videotapes although they
were filmed prior to thc murder,
Prosccutors argued that a suspect
had altered his appearance and
might be ldentifled if he appeared In
Stone’s unuscd videotapes.
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Stone refused and went to jail
briefly. His case Is before the US.
Clreult Court of Appeals in Cincin-

natl,

. THE SECOND bill could have im-
pact on local governments which
have refused Lo altow videotaping or
recording of thelr meetings without
permission, The bill, by Rep, Willls
Bullard, R-Milford, amends the Open
Meetings Act by expanding the defl-
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nltion of o right to attend a publlc
meeting.

It passed 35-0 and goes to Gov.
James J. Blanchard for his signa-
ture.

It provides: "The right of a person
to attend a meeting of a public body
Includes the right to tape record, to
videatape, and lo telecast live on
televislon the proceedings of a publle
body at a publle meeting.

Shield, right to tape bills passed by Senate

“The. exercise of this right shall
not be dependent upon the prior ap-
proval of the public body, However,
a publle body may establish reason-
able rules and regulations In order to
minimize the possibility of dlsrupt-
ing the meeting.”

The Housc passed the measure
last March, but the Senate dldn't
I.J'nke 1t up untll the post-election ses-
slon,
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