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Downtown
Plans to upgrade take shape

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Formal surveying and planning
{for Farmington's Downtown Devel-
opment Authority district will begln
soan, followIng the hiring Tuesday of
architectural and englncering flrms.

They will start immediately on the
lirst phase of the flve-phase, $1.44
millfon downtown project, expected
to cost $500,000.

DDA president Herry Wingerter
and City Treasurer Patsy Cantrell
were also glven authority to negoti-
ate a $400,000 loan agreement with
the ity council on behalf of the
DDA, according to actlon by the
DDA board.

Board member Larry Lenchner
was absent for the votes.

“I think we're all in agreement,
time is of the essence now,” Wingert-
er sald about getting the downtown
rc]uvennunn project under way,

will begin Immediate work on the
Phase I of the project. Wzacny did
the prellminary work In deslgning
and proposing the downtown plan.
Orchard Hlltz & McCliment does en-
glneering work for the clty.

City manager and DDA board
member Robert Deadman suggested
the DDA hire the artichect on a “per-
centage of construction” basis, and
that the englnecrlng firm be re-
talned by the hour, Finalized cen-
tracts for both companles are ex-
pected to be approved shortly,

The project’s flrst phase lnc]udu
work on Grand River from Oakland
te Warner and Farmington Road be-
tween Alta Loma and the Masonic
Temple north of Grand River, A
parking area north of Grand River
will also be Included.

In additlon, the board voted Tues-
day to shift some of the money budg-
cted for constructing a pedesiclan
to planning and designing

ble calls for the
englnccr to glve survey results to the
archltect by Dec. 19, and for project
bids to be awarded in February, offl-
clals said.

CHRISTOPHER WZACNY and
Assoclates of Blrmingham was hired
as project architect with a $50,000
cap and the Livonia englncering
flrm of Orchard Hiltz & McCliment
Inc. hired with a $15,000 cap. Both

work along Warner Street, which
was originally slated for the third
phase of the project. The crosswalk
wll] be shifted to a later phase.

‘The DDA board s planning each
of the project’s tive physical phases
one at a time. “The plan is to do the
architectural and englacering plans
phase by phase,” city administratlve
assistant Robert Schultz sald. “Be-
cause of the money crunch, we don't

Cove Creek’s
site plan OK’d

A site plan for the Cove Creck
Condomlnlums was approved Nov.
24 by a unanimous vate of the Farm-
ington Hills City Council.

The 31-unit project is planned for
a 10-acre parcel at the southwest
corner of Mlddlebelt and 13 Mile.

to pay an escrow deposit of $51,890
to insure completlon of the project’s
4.12-acre open space.

“The councll vole followed a publle
hearing where no comments were
received,

At previous hearings bcforc lhc

plannln,

The plan was also ly
recommended for approval by the
Hills Plannlng Commisslon.

The city successfully defended the

lhe adjolning Holly Hill Farms snb-
division worked with developers and
agreed on an amended plan that ad-
dressed their concerns about

property's RA-1 lal zoning in
court, according to Information from
the clly, 1t allows a density of 3.1
units per acre, with which the Cove
Creck project complies, Proponent
Alexander Bogaerts has been asked

retention pond and the
flood plaln.

Holly Hill Farm residents were
also concerned about the city allow-
Ing a maximum of 3.1 density In a
fiood plaln arca,

want to get morc than a year ahead
of ourselves.”

THE CITY loan sought by the
DDA 1s the only moncy Lhe govern-
ing body will have until the first
money from the tax increment fi-
nancing plan becomes available at
next July’s tax collectlon, according
o Deadman, Flgures from the clty
assessor detalling the base assesse
value for the TIFA will not bé avall-
abl: untlt this February, officlals
sald.

The city counclt has already ac-
cepted the loan arrangement in prin.
clpal, slnce it was included In the
DDA plan that they adopted, Dead-
man added.

DDA board member Robert Heln-
rich suggested that negotiating DDA
representatlves bring plans for both
fixed and varlable rates of interest
for the payback to the clty to the
DDA board for consideratlon.

The city i3 expected to charge the
DDA one hal{ a percentage point
over the city's normal earning Index,
based on pooled fund earnings from
munlclpals, Deadman sald,

‘The DDA board is expected to hold
a speeial meeting to consider the
loan arrangement so it can be taken
before councll as soon as passible.

“The dilemma Is there's only one
source of mancy for us — the clty,”
Deadman salid, speaking for the
DDA. “We have no other options at
this tme.” The option of selllng
bonds 15 on kold because of pending
litigation In other parts of the state,
Deadman sald,
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TRAVEL CLUB,
HOTLINE HOLIDAYS acts as a clearinghouse for several Tour Operalors,
Charter Alflines & Crulse Lines, IF YOU CAN TAAVEL ON SHOAT NOTICE
{booking 3 days to 6 weeks prior 1o departure) you can save anywhare from
15%% 10 60% of retall rates, You'tl salt tho samo crulse ships, stay Inthe same
halals, and be treated [ust the,same a5 tho tull Paying passengers.

SONY KV-1370R

Based in Michigan,
HOTLINE HOLIDAYSITRAVELQUEST,
shine destinations
with convenlent Detrolt departuros.

alfers more sun:

13” TRINSTRON $
MONITOR/RECEIVER
with REMOTE CONTROL

995

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Siend your check, mongy order or card aumber in tho amount of $25.00 U.S. 1ar
a 1 year membership per household to: HOTLIKE HOLIDAYS.
24800 Nerthwestern Hwy, =105, Southligld, M1 48075, Or call (313-357-5940)

PEERLESS ELECTRONICS

THE SONY CENTER
15035 WEST 8 MILE AD. « DETROIT » {313) 342-0500

HOLIDAY HOURAS: MON. - FRI. 10 am - 8 pm s SAT. 10am -6 pm

MONOGRAM
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An elegant and uncommonly
distinguished fragrance
collection from Ralph Lauren,
A rich blend of lemon,

lime. pine needle
ail and other spicy

fragrances.
From left:
Cologne Pour,
18 ozs., S21
Cologne Spray,
1.8 ozs., §24;
After Shave
Balm, 4 ozs.,
$25; Soop

with case, $10.

NOW OPEN
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Jacobson’s

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 8.

Shop Saturday unlil 6.
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EDecember 4th thru 8th For 4 Days Only At Classic Interiors
Factory Authorized Dealer in Livonia Michigan
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All toms shown in suites may bo purchased individually at the same tantastic savings .

Classic Interiors

Fine Furniture...Where Quality Costs You Less
20292 Middlebelt Rd. (S. of Eight Mile)

" Livonia + Mon., Thurs,, & Frl, 9:30 "1 9.« 474-6900
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