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Gray Counts of Clarkston painted his rendition of a 1932

Dusenberg Sedan.

Designer charged up
about new car gallery

B8y Carol Azizian
stalf writer

r ILL MICHALAK has been
revved up abont cars ever
since he visited his first Ao
torama show at the Wil-

dorf Astorla in New York

1 was only three or fom
and Twent car crazy,” the Tray
dent sad, myself, when 1
grow up, I'm going Lo design cars foe
General Motors,”

Jean Dixon couldn’t have made a
better prediction if she: tried

After graduating from the Prat

memorabilia he had collected for 35
years and opened a gallery deveted

10 = you guessed it - the autvmno-
ise. runs Gallery
s been in husie
ss since September at 304 Fas
Street in Rochester,
THE FIRST of its kind in Michi-
gan, the galtery is vne of
half-dozen in the United Stat
ing exclusively in automotive art
and colleetibl

Michalak said. ™[ thought 1 would
combine my interest in cars and art
work.”

At first glance, the gallery louks
like a mini-shrine for auto.
worshippers. In fact, it's a place only
a car butf could Jot

There's something for every age,
taste and pocketbook. For (e young
collector, a model Mercedes (§9.95,
parl of the Brumtm series from laly)
is jdea). But, even middle-aged men
or women who want to be an the
right track would consider the mode)
1932 Packard {§129, Mini Marque se-
rles from England) a rare find.

AR original poster of the 1952
Grand Prix de France will put ad-
mirers in the driver's (Unless
you're an avid collector, you might
think you're being taken for a ride
when you see the price — §410.)

Michalak’s eellection of original
art Is impressive. Ken HIIl's graphic

n of Gilles Villeneuve's final
's e Canadian racer before
s vritsh.

Robert J. Scheelk's rendition of a
1938 Cadillac Flectwood V-8
ilimousine) portrays the vehiele in
its elegant splendor. The arlist is o
retired GM employee from Mount
Clemens.

Then, there are the expensive
works by the big four -- no, not
Chrysler, GM, Ford and AMC. David
Lord, Dennis Brown, Ken Eberts and
Juek Juratovie — all members of

serions art are pli
Tul ceramie pi by Belinda Durric
of Rochuster — a 1949 Buick, 1957
Chrysler and 1956 Chevy.

i acks are your thing,
then you might be draws 1o salt and
pepper shakers in the shape of cars;
brass coas with the BMW em-
blem or 24-karat, gold-plated alloy
Christinas (ree orpaments.

An original advertisement for the
1924 Ford four-deor Sedan sells for
only 83, Posteards and cards also are
in the affordable price range.

Michalak's print collection ranges
from inexpensive Edropean maga-
zines 1o high-priced colar pholo
buoks of Ferraris {($75).

“Rooks and models are my hest
sellers,” the owner noled.

BEIT, ONCE things get rolling, Mi-
chalak hopes more Mntor CRty cus-
tomers will ride out to his shop,

One customer, Lee Kollins of Ore-
hard Lake, stopped by 1o check out
the gallery. As chairman of the
board of the Detroit Public Library's
National Automotive History Collec-
tion, Kollins wanted to track down
such historical artifacts sketch
by the late Narley Earl. (He was
head of the design studio at GM for
years.)

e didn’L find what he was looking
{or. "My interest is in the early peri-
od of auto companies. And, he spes
clalizes in contemporary artis

Michalik realizes he can't please
all of the car lovers all the time. But,
for now, hie's ricing high on his new
project.

A wooden replica of an Atlante coupe from Fronce.
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Bill and Denise Michalak of Troy turned their hobby into a
busl eir R

hester gallery this airbrush col-
lage of a Renault Formula L.

Groy Counts crealed this painting of a 1832 Packard
Sedan.

A 1932 Hispi Sul;
its kind in i tor

!
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headlight — d by Gray Counts — grabs the spotlight at Gallery A
artand

the only of



