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Hills makes progress on floodmg problems

By Joanne

staff writer

1U's been elght months since resi-
dents poured out thelr hearts about
the water woes that plague their
Farmington Hills homes.

Since that time four of the 26 doc-
umented drainage problems have
been corrected, four are belng
worked on and three might be core
rected if residents decide to pay
their stireets.

An update of work on the dralnage
problems was presented to the
Farmington Hills Clty Council Mon-

day.
I would like to emphasize that we
have addressed 11 of them (drainage
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in the last eight months,”
clly cngineer Skip Otwell wld coun-

lmpmvl:ments made lnclude fix.
ing an enclosed storm sewer be-
tween two houses on Stenegate
Court; improving rear yard dratnage
near Freedom and Gill roads in
Beechwood Estates; and improving
road drainage across yards ncar Bri-
arhill and Wistoria,

A fourth mprovement, construc-
tion of an outlet was completed in
the summer to relleve well-publi-
clzed flooding at the north end of
Bartlett, south of 13 Mile, cast of
Orchard Lake Road.

Prior to improvements, at least
one Bartlett resldent's backyard
would flood with up to 2%-fect of
water.

Four other improvements witl be
completed In the 1987 construction

e photo

This flooding on Barilett, ean of Orchard Lake Road, south of
with

the of o now

13 Mlig, has been
outlot for storm water.

At that time, It was determined
that some of the problems are the
responsibllity of homeowners, while
others can be solved with proposed

seas0n.

Floodlng in rear and ds of
houses on Stonewcod Court in Frank-
1in Forest may be corrected by con-
structlon of a major ofilce complex,
Forest Park Offlces, phase 3.

The planned wldenlng next sum-
mer of 13 Mile, west of Orchard
Lake, wlll provide an outlet for
flooding afong Ardmore, near the
Bond Ofilec Building. A third im-
provement will be made when the
Woodcreck pond is dredged. Bids are
cexpected to be taken on Dec. 11,

The fourth improvement includes
construction of outlets near Long-
wood and Flanders. The project will
allevlate flooding on the paved
streets In the area.

1{ resldents agree to proceed with
paving projects, improvements will
be made on Randall Street, Rhons-
wood and Fendt and Dumas Court.

The April council — when drain-
age woes were flrst documented —
was called to dlscuss problems and
ofter plans to Include some of the
priority problems in the 1986-87 cap-
Ital Impr budget.
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road impr or included as
major projccu in the updated capl-

tal improvements plan.

In some areas of the city, flooding
is causlng problems with homeown-
ers' septlc tanks and wells, accord-
Ing to residents,

Discussion In April drew criticism

from some council members. Coun-
cil members demanded to know why
drainage problems are occurring if
developers' building plnns, lncluding

pairs or through street paving pro-
grams, clty administrators sald.

Because councll members had
also d concern about clty

grading r
wlith muranm that potcnu-ﬂ drnln-
age problems won't occur.

‘Taking council concerns into con-
slderation, city staff this week re-
viewed the city’s four-year-old mas-
(er storm dralnagu pl:m

for storm water
city staff had an analysls prepared
with the help of consultants Orchard,
Hiltz & McCliment.
"It is ... concluded that our
standards are adequate and for the
most part are working sufflclently in

in 1982 by

llnbbell Roth& Clnrk Ine, of Bloom-
fleld Townshlp, the plan s expected
* to be adopted by council later in De-
cember, The plan analyzes mafor
drains as well as documents pro-
posed Improvements — about 70
projects estimated at $47 million ~

1o the city's storm drainage system.

Some of these major improve-
ments wiil In turn alleviate or re-
lleve specllic residential problems.
But work must still contlnue with
those residential problems that ‘can
be solved with specific localized re-

with our current codes,”
Dlirector of Publle Services Thomas
Blasell sald In a report to council.

Though 15 of the documented resi-
dentlal flooding problems still call
for solutions, it’s unknown when they
will be corrected, based on avallable
dollars in the capltal improvements
budget.

0( the total $296,865 avallable in
the storm drain portion of the 1986.
87 capital improvements budget,
only $121,665 remalns uncommitted,
Clty Manager Wllliam Costlck said.
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ot Glving a successlul holiday party Is an art anyone can
master. Find out how from Myra Sable, president of
Sable & Rosenfeld, an internatlonal company that
creates natural condimenls, sauces and specialtias.
She wlll be in our Sweets and Treats shop to
autograph coples of her flrst cookbook, Elegant
Entertalning, Important In any kitchen llbrary.
Hardcover, 19.95; Paperback, 11.95.
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