Oakland h'ospital

~group eyes lease
of Wayne facility

I

L

An Oaokland County operater of
flve Cathollc hospitals is considering
taking
Westland Medical Center, the for-
mer Wayne County General Hospl-

tal.

The board of Mercy Health Corp.
of Farmington Hills Friday wlll con-
slder the purchase of a lease to oper-
ate Westland Medlcal Center, whose
problems have contlnued even under
private awnership.

Wayne County Exccutive William
Lucas leased the Merriman Road fa-
cillty in 1984 to Southwest Detroit
Hospltal Corp.

“There [s no sirong Catholic pres-
ence In southwest Wayne County.
and we'd be Interested iIn that,” sald
Merey spokesman LeRoy D, Fahle,
chlef exceutlve offlcer at Mount Car-
mel Hospltal, It Is one of the flve
hospitals Mercy operates In
southeastern Michigan.

“It would provide us with an im-
portant access polnt. It would im-
prove our ability to distribute our re-
sources between Mount Carmel In
Detroft and our Catherlne McAuley
Center in Ann Arbor.”

OFFICIALS arc hopeful that If
glven the nod they could take over as
soonas Jan, 1.

Fahle sald negotlatlons began in
earaest tast August. So far board,

have
enthustasm for the project,

“I don't think we'll get any argu-
ments that it's compatible with our
misslon to serve the economically
disadvantaged,” Fahle said.

Fahle sald there 1s potential for

pulation growth and a need for
hospital facilitles because of devel-
opment of the 1.275 corrldor (o the
west, along the 1-696 corrldor to the
north and around Metropolltan Alr-
port to the south,

THE 310-BED center under has
only a 28 percent eccupancy rate.
Last ycar, Southwest, which also

over the trouble-plagued

\

runs the 244-bed Southwest Detroit
Hospltal in Detroit, listed $2.6 mlt-
lion In operating losses, When Wayne
County operated it as the County
General Hospital, its lesses averaged
$15-$18 million,

The Merey administrator guessed
his corporation will need to spend
some $7 mllllon In the next four yers
to make improvements at Westland
and to convert {ts four-bed rooms to
two-bed rooms,

MERCY CORP. operates 21 hospl-
tals (n Michigan, Indtana, Iowa and
and New York, Mount Carmel is 1l-
censed for 587 beds in Detroit The
Mercy group also operates the
McAuley Center in Ann Arbor, St.
Joseph-Mercy Hospital In Pontlac,
and Samaratin In Detrolt,

Each hospltal is adminlstered by a
separate board. .

Wayne County Commissloner Kay
Beard, D-Inkster, whose district in-
cludes the hospital, opposed privatlz-
Ing the facllity two years ago but
said she was pleased with the Jatest
development.

There are still clght years remaln-
ing 1o a 10-year lease between the
county and private hospital corpora-
tlon. The hospital remalns one of
more than a dozen fzcllities in the
Detroit arca which contracts to pro-
vide medical care for Indigent per-
sons,

DEARD SAID she hoped the trans-
fer In ownership would provide
Westland Medical with a financial
shot in the arm, one that could help
the center regaln its status as a ma;
jor trauma center, \

Fahle said it may take years be-
cause of the costly “standby” ex-
penses assoclated with such emer-
gency service,

Charles Arnold, a (rustee at South-
west, sald his board's concern Is that
“health care for low and moderatly
Income people will be provided.
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You swallow new ‘Pacemaker’ :

)
\

People who are physically uoable
to take a treadmill test can now
have thelr hearts effectively tested
by swallowing a small “pacemaker
pill,"” according to rescarchers at the
{Jnlverslly of Mlchigan Medical Cen-
er,

Physicians from the U-M Medlcal
Center's Department of Internal
Medlclne described the first use of
the experimental technique for
stress lesting before the American
Heart Association in Dallas,

Dr, Jack Junl, assistant professor
of Internal medicine in the Divislon
of Nuclear Medicine at the, U-M
Medlcal Center, reported that of 65
paticnts tested with the pacer plll, 53
had thelr hearts successfully tested,

“Because of advanced disease or
Iatlgue,” Juni sald, “about 30 per-
cent of heart patlents recommended
for an exerclse stress test cannot

perform cnough exercise to give
physlelans the information they need
to make an accurate diagnosls.”

JUNI BELIEVES the new testing

- method will prove highly beneflclal

to doctors and their paticnts,

“The key benefit,” he said, “is that
we will be able to detect and accu-
rately diagnose heart discase In a
Iairly large group of patients who
currently aren't belng adequately
tested ause we cannot stress
thelr hearts suffictenlly.”

The new method is called “com-
?Incd transesophageal atrlal pac-
ng.”

It uses two halr-thln wires embed-
ded in a gelatin shell the size of a
cold capsule. The patlent swallows
the pil), drawing the wires into the
esophagus.

Alter the capsule dlssolves, the
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wires are positioned In the eso-
phagus within & quarter Inch of the
patient’s left atrium, the left upper
chamber of the heart, The wires are
then connected to a laboratory pa-
cemaker.

“Within flve to 10 minutes,” Juni
sald, “we can Increase the patlent's
heart rate to the same levels that
would be achicved on a treadmlfil.”
He also has the patient perform
about a minute of handgrip exercises
to ralse blood pressure, which fur-
ther simulates what happens to the
body durlng treadmill workouts.

PATIENTS WITH advanced pul-
monary discase, peripheral vascular
discase, paralysis, severe arthrltis or
weakness in the legs may benefit
from the pacemnker plil, he sald.

Juni observed that plll electrode’
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pacing will not replace cardiad
‘This more
diagnostic procedure, which requires’
hospltalization, involves threading 4
thin plastic tube through the heart's:
arteries, Injecting contrast material;
through the tube and Into the heart:
and taking X-rays. Ll

“The new technique also will help;
physiclans to accurately predict who
necds catheterization and who
doesn't. It will help make dlagnosls
of heart discase among this speclal
group of patients more “efficlent,”
Junt sald.

Researchers at the U-M Depart-
ment of Electrical Englnecring and
Computer Sclence, the U-M Bloengl-
neering Program and the Pritzker
Research Institute in Chlcago asslst.
ed In the development and testing of
the pacing device.
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Somg chreams can be shared.

Pedrooms made for dresming. . -

and Sleeping .. .and Playing - .- 3hd studying
Colors 8 Soft a5 a butterflys wing,as bid as & piece of the rainbow, Fxeiting besraom
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‘Pedrwoom Drzams 15 For children. AND for theirparents. After al,
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CHOOSING A PRINTER:
...Conslder Star, Epson, Okidaita
BUY Panasenic

2 Year Parts & Labor Warranty

ah " | onWido Rango of High Performance Printera
'/ml I Modot 108 58995
3 95 Modol
92. 5

Model 109°
! Modol 309

All pricos incluto paraliol cable, insicuction session,
2 yoar warranly, compulor $upport $orvicos.

MODEL KX-P3151 FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE

FAMILY COMPUTER CENTER 2885 W. 12 Milo, Barkley 543-0520

M-S 10-5, Tues. & Fr. 'til 9, Sun, 113
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The Orthodontic

‘Smile Now.
Later.

1 you don’t waste any time getting braces for your
child’s iceth, you can take your time paying for them, at
the Orthodontic Treatment Centers. I1's quite simple,
starting right now, and through the entire month of
Drecember, our complete orthodontic care program,
consltation, braces, retainers, the works, is available to
youwithno money dawn, and no payments uastil mid February.

Treatment Centers are pleased to
introduce our very first annual Smile now, Pay later plan.

Now, doesn’t that sart of coincide with the Holiday
season when yout have earmarked your hard-carned dollars
for a lot of ather things? Bue, that’s the Orthodontic
Treatment Centers for you. We're not just professional and
reliable orthodontists.

We want the whole world to have a beautiful smile.
Without paying through the nase.

I ! 'Orthadontic
Treatment Center

Professional, Reliable, Affordable Specialists
399-3456

Offices in Sauthfield, Ann Arbar, Dearborn, Lincoln
P'ark, Livoaia, Detroit, Madison hts, Rochester,
Taylor, Troy, Westhind and Roseville and Fline

{In Fling Cali 732-0511)

Eve's, Sal. Appt's, Available,

Gerald M, Letzer, D.D.S., M.D.S., Director

v o



