Travel

@The Gbseruer and Eccentric Newspapers

10D* %

urope’s railway

stations serve many
of traveler’'s needs

This is the second in a two-part
series on traveling through Eu-
rope by train,

A European railway station in 2
large city Is o sight to behold. In
Stuttgart, Germany, for example, it
spreads across three levels of a huge
building and under a long block of
the street in front of the statlon.

We were driving a rental car so
we had to brave the heavy traffic
and find publle parking areas before
we could do anything clse. We were
turning the car In Stuttgart and stay-
Ing overnlght for an carly morning
train to Montpetller, France, so we
needed a nearby hotel.

‘The railway statlon was a great
complex of ticket booths, travel in-
formatlon offices, post office, tock-
ers, news stand, flower shop, food
and wine arcas; one of those facill-
tles In any European station Is a city
travel office where you can reserve
2 hotel room in town,

" They will give you a city map, a
1tst of available rooms, informatlon
about the cost of the reom and
whether the room comes with or
without an In-room bath.

. We had been told that the best ho-
(¢l In town was the Scholossgarien,
but the agent confirmed what we
suspected, that it was very expen-
slve, 200 to 500 Deutschmarks ($100
1o $250) not what we wanted te pay
for a place that we did not have time
to enjoy.

WE ASKED for a hotel that cost
100-150 DM ($50 to $75),
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Stuttgart, Germany, and Montpel-
ller, Franee, was 211 DM First Class
versus 144 DM sccond class, a differ-
ence of about $30. My companlon
bought a sccond class ticket and up-
graded 1t on any leg of the trip that
pleased hlm. With my flrst class
tleket 1 coutd travel In elther class,
50 Jt gave us a good taste of both.
The matter of a seat reservation
also Is a declsion that must be made
in the rallway station. For 3.5 DM,
about §2, ] reserved a seat No. 56 on
car 93 in first class between Stutt-
gart and Strasbourg, which was
where we would change trains for
the first time on our day-long jour-

ney.

This saved me a scat in a com-
partment far six. I had the only re-
served seat in the compariment, and
had all six seats to myself, 5o obvi-
ously I didn't need a reservation on
that leg.

As for the difference between first
and second class, you must declde
train by train §f you buy your tickets
in Europe instead of buying an Eu-
railpass before you leave home. I
hlghly d the if

clean, with good beds, near the sta-
tion, and we were given a room at
the Hotel Mark, two blocks from the
statlon.

The hote) was plain and the room
was small but It had two single beds
apd was clean and comfortable
cnough so we took it. We paid the 10
DM deposlt at the station and it was
deducted from the room rate at the
hotel.

*The railway statlon, a city in it-
self, has other services. In Europe,
international telephone calls are tra-
ditionally made from the post office;
we needed to make such a call and
there was a post office In the station.

A telephone operator gave us a
card for a speclfic booth, we dialed
the call and paid her when we came
out. To give you an idea of rates, it
cost three DM's about $1.50, for a
threc-minute call to Amsterdam.

THE RAILWAY statlon also has a
travel offlce where yon can get trav-
¢l Information, buy tlekets, make
rescrvatlons, etc. I had a first class
Eurallpass, which must be bought
before you leave home, so I didn't
have to make a declsion about which
class to travel; If you buy the ticket
in Europe you do have to declde.
ThaV's exactly what my travel com-
panlon did so we had a chance ta sce
It both ways.

The difference in price between

you are going on several train trips,
as we did. I travel spring and falk;
midsummer would be much busier.

ON THAT first leg, my car was
half-flrst and half-sccond class. The
only difference in the car itsel{ was
that the sccond class seats were
plastic and the first were velour
with clean cotton-covered headrests.
The maln difference however, was
that second class was (ull and first
class was empty.

1 suspect that Is the main issue
anytime; many mere people travel
second so you have more elbow
room and fewer in flrst.

1-of-a-kind

cars. All have a man with a rolling
cart selling tea, coffee, sandwiches,
sausage, beer and pop. You can also
buy fresh rolls with meat and
cheese, and fresh fruit, as 1 did, in
the station.

Evropean trains fcave on time so
1f you must change tralns don't sit
around like you do on a plane after
the traln stops; get your bag and get
off because the traln may not be
there long.

The trip from Germany Into
France was uneventful. Customs and
Immigratlon offlcers boarded at the
last stop before the border, just be-
fore we crossed the Rhine River Into
Strasbourg.

THERE ARE MANY different
kinds of trains on the European net-
work. From Strasbourg to Lyon we
rode the 11:58 Turbotraln. Here the
differcnce between first and second
class was more dramatic. There
were three scats across in an open
car, newly carpeted and upholstered,
with wide scenlc windows.

The schedule carries the crossed
fork and knife that Indicates a dining
car but what I saw was that half of
the second class car behind me had
plastic tables and a small bar, not
the beautiful dining car Mustrated in
the lterature,

I asked the conductor in my high
school French and he sald that on
some trains you can be served In
your seat; In athers you go to the din-
Ing car.

1sat down at one of the plastic ta.
bles. A young French student sat on
the other slde of the table, reading
hs book, enjoying a sandwich and
drinking a beer. A full hot meal of
the day was available, as were sev-
eral smaller hot foods; plzza, ham-

Half of a second-class dining
car (top) on the French Na-
tional Rallwsys has plastic ta-
blas for sit-down dining, but
riders can also be served in
their scata, Cabs tine up (bot-
tom) in front of the train sta-
tion in Montpalller, France.

burger, cte. You also could choose
cold sandwiches, fresh rolls and
cheese, along with half bottles of red
or white wine.

THE LANDSCAPE In Alcase was
quite different than it was on the
other side of the Rhine. To the west,
fertile ficlds spread across the land-
scape to the mountains, There were
castle towers high on thesc foothllls,
but beyond the mountains rose to
snow, with viliages tucked Into high
narrow valleys.

From Lyon te Montpellicr, the
train cars were in yet another style.
In first class, the seats were wide,
red on a blue carpet, with tables in
back of the scats ahead. There were
1wo scats on one side of the alsle and

class plane travel.

At Lyon, the TGV was parked be-
side us, ready Jike a race horse to
leap from the statlon for her race to
Paris, The TGV is the fastest train In
the world, It was Introduced five
years ago from Paris to Lyon and
now serves much of -southeast
France, On Sept. 23, 1986, It hit 222
miles per hour.

The TGV will tink Paris to Britta-
ny by 1989 and Paris to Bordeaux
and Spain by 1990. Also under con-
sideration are a_high-speed link
toward Brussels, Cologne and Am-
sterdam, probably tied to a TGV
conncetion from Parls or Brussels to
London. A new stop will be added to
the southeast run when Disneyland
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WE WERE travellng to Montpel-
lier to meet a tour group. They took

the TGV from Paris and loved it. It .

Is not the only high-speed traln In
France however; the TEE and the
Intercity tralns are also fast and
fine,

Contact your travel agent for
more Informatlon on French trains
or on the Eurailpass.

T uscd my pass onty in France and ;

Germany, but I have no reason to be-

lieve it wouldn't be just as useful in -

any of the 16 countrles covered by
the pass. I also have traveled with a

Britrail pass in England and been

pleased with the results.
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i PLAN YOUR VACATION TODAY--ANTICIPATION IS PART OF THE FUN!

The choice might alse be flrst with
no rescrvations or second with reser-
vatlons,

Some of the trains we traveled,
fike the airport express from Frank-
furt to Cologne, have full dining
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