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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farminglon area
connection, send a note to our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

SIGNALING the go-
ahead.

Farmington recently
recelved the state contract to
install the long-awalted
pedestrian-netivated traffle
signal at Grave Street and
Grand River, City Manager
Robert Deadman sald.

The clty council Is expected
to revlew the state’s request for
payment of half, or $19,000, for
the light's Installatlon at the
next regular council meeting
Monday, Dec. 15,

So when will it be Installed?
Farmington senlors are writing
regularly to the state to push
for the slgnal’s installation,

STEPPING down.

Timaothy Ryan of Farmington
Hills will retire as president of
the Catholle Soclal Serviees of
Wayne County Board of
Dircctors Dec. 31,

“The agency and the
Archdlocese of Detrolt are
decply Indebted to Tim for hls
outstanding performance over
the years, ife will be sorely
missed,” sajd Thomas Kllleen,
board chalrman.

Ryan, a Boston native, has
devoted most of hils 35-year
professlonal career to Catholle
Soclal Services of Wayne
County. He joined It In 1856 as a
caseworker.

Ryan Is the founder and a
board member of the Catholic
Service Di of Michj

‘They cannot place
residents. . . until we
have reviewed and
evaluated a license for
that aduit foster care
home.’

-~ Michael Swajanen

state consultant

By Joanne Maliszowski
stadt wrlter

Michigan Department of Mental
Health offlcials cannot guarantee
that resldents of a proposed Farm-
Ington s greup home for mental-
1y ill people have never been on the
wrang side of the law.

The six adult residents to be cho-
sen for the proposed group home on
Grayllng, near Grand River and
arc being treated in the

By Casoy Hons
staff writer

Beuty Nicolay's caring and devo-
tion overflow from {amily Into
community,

From her 2 1d  grand-

Drugs, liquor
-and kids don’t
mix, she says
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gaughter, who calls her “Mama
Nic" to students who find them-
selves In trouble, the Farminglon
Hills resident is concerned with the
problems a) children face while
growing up.

Some have ‘labelled her “the
drug lady” because of her interest
in teen drug and alcoho) abuse —
an jssue she takes on the road for a
variely of student and community
lectures.

The problems many high school
students face today, she sald, have
drugs or alcohol at their root, “The
truant rate, breaking and enterings
— everything’s Interrelated,” she
said,

Nicolay helped 10 found the local
group, Farmington Families in Ac-
tlon, of which she is past president
and where her “heart really les.”
She has devoted the past four years
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SHE'S a winner.

Laura Work of Farmington
Hills was crowned Miss Metro
Detrolt Talent-Senlor Division
by the North Amerlcan Youth
Festival Nov. 23 at the
Southficld Civle Center.

A certlfled teacher in tap and
jazz, she teaches in Livonin and
Westland.

Beceause of a foot Injury, she
wasn't able to dance, But she
turned to singing with a solo
from "A Chorus Line” titled
“Nothing.”

TRACKING the Masons,

C. Lawrence Ashmore of
Farmingten Hills was among
100 southeast Michlgan Masons
to recelve Scottish Rite
Frecmasonry's 32nd degree
Nov. 8 at the Detroit Masonic
Temple.

‘THE low bldder was Mike
Savofe Chevrolet.

The Southfield dealershlp
wiil provide the clty of
Farmington with a
replacement 4-wheel-drive
pickup for $12,273.

The truck, used in patk
malntenance and snow plowing,
will also be equipped with an 8-
{oot snaw plow, The city used
btds taken through Oakland
County.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago ths week — Local officlals
were not surprised by the state
Supreme Court ruling that

- uphetd lower court decislans on
placement of group homes for
mentally retarded and
mentalty if} people in
resldential neighbarhoods.

I was not surprised, It was
almost expected,” Farmington
Hills Mayor Jan Dolan sald.
“What it tells me Is that all we
can do s make sure there is
1,500 feet between group homes
and then there 1s no vielation of
the state low."

to ing students, thelr parents
and the community about chemical
addietion.

WHY GET Involved? Becausc
such a parent movement was need-
ed in the Farmington area, Nicolay
sald. Despite the community in-
roads the group has made, the blg-
gest problem she faces Is denlal of
addiction prablems.

“People say it's none of our busi-
ness, but it is," she said. “It really
docs involve everyone.”

Taday Nicolay is vice chairwom-
an of Michigan Communitics in Ae-
tlon, a network of local groups such
as FFA throughout the state.

The stalewide group Is presently
lobbying for a Mlchlgan law siml-

‘We need to help our
kids in a lot of areas.
We live in a chemical
society. If you reach
just one person, you
make it all worthwhile.”
— Betty Nicolay
Farmifies In Action

Tar to the host liability ordinance in
Farmington Hills, which makes a
private party’s adult host criminal-
Iy responsible when underage
drinking occurs on the premises.
Nicolay worked locally to help put
the Hills ordinance on the books.

Aleohol s the most widely used
drug and the one Nicolay and her
group spend the most time talking
about, "I'm not promotlng prohibi-
tion," she said. “Alcohol is the drug
of cholice by society and s accepted
by most people.”

She tells students “we want you
to have a good time™ and also to
remember you had a good time.

“1 THINK that we've made prog-
ress,” she satd of her pareni move-
ment and drug educatlon program.
“We need to help our kids In a lot of
areas. We llve In a chemical soci-
ety. If yau veach just onc person,
you make it all worthwhile.”

Nlcolay was “overwhelmed”
when she began looking at student
problems several years ago.

Please turn to Page 8
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state’s psychiatric system, not a
crimlna) correctlonal system, sald
Phyllis Levine, supervisor of resl-
dential development at the Ypsilantt
Reglonal Psychlatrle Hospital.

“The residents have a history of
psychiatric illness. They are not
coming from a correctional facill-
ty," Levine said. "The people defl-
nitely are not coming {rom the fo-
rensics center. But we can't assure
that at some time they have never
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== Group home bid spurs concern

had contact with the criminal justice
system,”

‘Though state officials can't guar-
antce the restdents' background,
there isn't necessarily a correlatlon
between crlminal records and the
type of illness for which they have
been treated, Levine sald.

“The law prevents using group
homes as hallway or drug rehabilita-
tion houses," said Michae) Swajanen,
a stale Department of Social Ser-
vices consultant for the proposed

RANDY BORST/staft photogtaphor

Farmington Hills resident Betty Nicolay talks to an adult edu.

cation group at West Bloomficld High School about the dis-

ease of chemical addiction,

muaications Carporation. Al igkis Kereorts

group home on Grayling.

ANGRY GRAYLING homeowncers
expressed their opposition to the
proposed group at a Farmington
Hills City Councii meetlng in Octo-
ber.

Homeowner Walt Hayward sald
he was told that at least 30 percent
of the residents to be chosen for the
proposed  Graylling facllity have

Plaaso turn to Page 4

Sewer
system
upgrade
planned

By Joanno Mo)lszowski
stalt writer

Long-planned improvements to
the deterforating Evergreen-Farm-
ington sewage system were rated
second In priority to the much-publl-
cized Super Sewer for federal fi-
nancing.

Last week, the Super Sewer — im-
provements proposed for the North
Huron-Rouge Valley Wastewater
Control System — met its death
when Wayne County officials failed
to meet an apptlcation deadline for a
matching grant under the federal
Clean Water Act.

That leaves the $44 million Ever-
green-Farmington  Improvements
standing alone at the top.

But Farmlngton i1ills and Oakland
County officials say the sewage im-
provements should remain unaffect-
ed by the Super Sewer’s bad luck.

“I'don't think it really affects it,”
Farmington Hills Public Services
Director Thomas Biasell said.

Frank Naglich, county project en-
gincer for the Evergreen-Farming-
ton project, agrees.

Whether  Evergreen-Farmington
remalns as second priority or Is
moved 1o first place makes llttle dif-
ference. “They (top iwo prioritics)
are both fundable. There is enough
money to fund the projects.”

The Evergreen-Farmlngton sys-
tem has been relying on the previ-
ously participating Super Sewer
communitics — Wixom, Canton,
Plymouth, Novi, Westland and
Northville — for only one item to
complete lts list of proposed im-
provements.

UNDER PROPOSED plans, the
Super Sewer communlties were ex-

Please turn to Pago 8

No jobs will be lost because of fire

By Bab Sklar
sioff writer

Na layoffs are planned following a
fire that caused at Jeast $1 mlllion in
damage to a Farmington Hills ma-
chine shop Wednesday night, compa-
ny officers said.

“We're planning to be open for
business Monday morning. 1 don’t
think anybody will be out of work,”
sald Jim Zachman, controller for
Forge Die & Tool Corp., 31800 Eight
Mile, on Thursday afternoon.

Six of the forging die maker's 40
employces were at work when the
tire broke out about 9 p.m., but no
one was injured.

Sparks from an electronle dis-
charge machine Ignited an ol tank,
causing the fire, according o Farm-
Ington Hills pollce and fire reports.
The fire was ruled aceldental, Inves-
tigators said.

Major structural and equlpment
damage was llmited to the eastern
wing of the cement-hlock bullding.
“Some machines in the center bay
were damaged. But they're repair-
able,” Zachman said.

‘There was smoke only In the build-
Ing's western wing.

But there was standlng water
throughout the building. “And [t
could damage equipment if it stands
for any length of time,” Zachman

said.
THE COMPANY may movc some

of the bigger pieces of equipment to
another of its manufacturing sltes
several doors to the west, Forge Pre-
cislon Co. “We may do work there
after reassessing our orders," Zach-
man said.

RANDY BORST/statf phatographer

Firefighters Jim Choyno {loft), Jim Burke and Tom Ward train o
water hose on the {lames at Forge Dic & Tool.

“There'll be a slight delay In exlst-
ing orders and shipments, but be-
cause of the holidays, there should be
very Jittle effect,” he added.

Cleanup and repair crews were al-
ready at work Thursday morning.

The property was Insured.

\Vhen Farmington Hills and Farm-
Ington firefighters arrived at Forge
Dic & Tool shortly after 8 p.m.
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