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This trek isn’t really worth it, Trekkies

WARNING: All Trekkles prepare
for disappointment. The Star Trek
crowd Is losing its touch.

After years of imaginative fllm
and televislon appearances, the cast
and crew of Starship Enterprise find
themselves trapped in a foolish plot
concelved to “Save the Whales.”

While I strongly support conserva-
tionlst programs, “Star Trek IV: the
Voyage Home" (PG) is a blt much —
although true Trekkles will watch
an; 8.

Imagine a gigantic black cylinder

floating toward earth. This alien
probe extends a glant volleyball
from its belly and zaps all Earth
power systems.

AS THE INTREPID Mr. Spock
dlscovers, the allen prebe came to
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earth to talk to humpback whales.
By the 23rd century whales are ex-
tinet, s0 the probe gets angry and
turns off all Earth power systems,
which means the end of hi-tech civi-
1lzation.

“Don’t mess with Mother Nature”
is indeed good advice. It's also true
that 20th-century man has overhunt.

- ed the humpback whale, but that

does not support a two-hour film.

William Shatner, the Intergalactic hero, returns In “Stor Trek

IV: the Voyage Home."

Since no humpback whales exist in
the 23rd century, it's up to Admiral
Kirk to save the day., Willlam
Shatner is back with the original
cast — a little older, a little heavier
and a Jot slower but stlll our favorite
Intergalactic hero. Once agaln Leon-
ard Nimoy directs as well as ap-
pears as the Vulean, Mr, Spock.

Admilral Klrk time-travels back to
the 20th century to get a couple of
humpback whales for the allen probe
to whistle at.

1s whale-napplng & Federation of-
fense?

Klirk and Crew are in enough trou-
ble without another charge, Remem-
ber back In “Star Trek III" when
Kirk disobeyed orders in order to
save Spack? That led to the destruc-
tlon of the Starship Enterprise.

IF YOU'VE FORGETTEN all
that, the first 10 or so minutes of
“ST-IV'will refresh your memory.
All Kirk and crew have to work with
is an old Kilngon shlp, which they
proceed to recondition in their Vul-
can exlle.

“Beam me up, Scotty. There’s no
intelligent llfe in the script depart-
ment.”

As a matter of fact, the whole en-
terprise is flat. In an attempt to

lighten the tone, Director Nimoy and
his crowd of scenarists produced a
film lacklrig the sparkle and bright
style that characterized previous
“Star Trek"episodes,

Notably deficlent Is the acting,
wlth Catherine Hicks as Dr. Glllian
Tayler, 8 20th-century matine blolo-
gist out to save the whales. Along the
way she gives one of the stiffer and
more unconvinclng performances in
recent history.

Of course, it may be the script
with which she and everyonc elsc Is
saddled. Even Shatner must bear the
burden of lines such as, “C'mon, our
world is waiting to be saved.” Some-
one [n the crew noted that they were
between a rock and a hard place.
With scripting like that, it's no won-
der.

It's a shame that such a popular,
slick entertalnment vehicle without
budget restrictions can't do better.
Nonetheless, it's stlll fun, and aleng
with all the Trekkles, I'll be waiting
for “Star Trek V.”

THE DETROIT Film Theater
closes out its 26th season with three
superb films. It will screen the 1885
Yugoslavian fllm “When Father Was
Away on Buslness” (R) at 7 and 9:30
p.m. Friday. Winner of the Grand
Prize at Cannes, the film tells a mar-
velously warm, wise and touching
story about human jealously.

Jean Renolr's 1939 classic "Rules
of the Game™ will be featured at 7
and 9:30 p.m. Saturday. Belng shown
is a newly struck print of what a
1982 International critics’ pell
termed onc of the 10 greatest fllms
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of all time.

‘the DFT season completes Ity re-
trospective of Kurosawa films at 7
p.m. Sunday with "Ran,” an inter-
pretation of “King Lear”” Noml
nated for a number of Oscars, “Ran”
won for costume design, reflecting
its eplc proportlons and Kurcsawa's

decade of preparation prlor to film-
I

ng.

All DFT screcnings are in the au-
ditorium of the Detrolt Institute of
Arts. The 27th season begins carly
next year and should, s always, pro-
vide a wide rarge of excellent film
programming.
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Buffet so good,
you might forget the game.
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Our gourmet Brunch in an intimate setting — complete with
a harpist. A mouth-watering menu of more than 50 items. So
complete it can be your main meal of the day. Tender Roast
Baron of Beef, creative omelets to order, exquisite eggs
benedict and chef’s hot dishes which change weekly. Tempting
hams, Nova Scotia salmon and bagels, salads and cheeses. For
a finale — chocolate mousse and fresh-baked miniature

pastrics. 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM
2 Year Parts & Labor Warrant i
) ; onWide Range of High Performance [ 51295 - Adults/57.95 - Children
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Create magic momens for the entire family by o~ B dar i, <ot spoor o hs‘w) Crooks Koad. 1t \,,1;8.24
celebrating Christmas at the Northficld Hilton.  * MODEL KX-P3151 FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE o Jon.

‘There will be an ebiboraze Yuletide Brunch with Sunta Y,
Claus served in 2 Wister Wonderland,
Joia us from 10 2. w2l § pun, Tharsday, December 25¢h.
The price is only $14.95 for adults, $6.95 for children
under twelve, 10d senior cirizens $12.93, plus ux and
gatwiy. Tors undes fout fiee. .
Lacet i the day, the o

3895 W. 12 Milo, Berkley 543-0520
24-S 30-5, Tuoa. 8 Fri. ‘09, Sun. 133
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Being seen at the Kingsley
is part of the fun.

Ushcrlng in the new year at the
Kingsley is o Bloomfield teadition.
This year's gala includes a 15-piece
big band. Black tie optional.

N E W Y E A R’S

9pam. Live masic ll sy,
Reservations suggested. Call 879-2100.
Like Christmas was meant to be, at the...
I NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Road at 175, Troy, Michigan 48098
879-2100 M)

L

Speclnl menus will be featured

in all the Kingsley restaurants. You
car plan your evening the way you
want. Call today.

HAS ACELLULAR CAR PHONE
BEEN IN THE BACK OF YUUH MIND LATELY? Aﬂcr the purty’s over, plan on
spending the night with us, Qur
holiday rate on all accommudations
will make it possible. Plan now.

Enjuy dinner while you dance.
A select limited menu will be served
inthe ball ghout the i
Party favors are included. Advanced

Reservations recommended.
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€ SEE THE NEW PANASONIC 300 SERIES (\q: rolday Eelebrarion necds.
THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY AT WHOLESALE PRICES _ <O Long Lake Roud
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“WIPHONE PURCHAD) INSTALLATION & 12 MO, ACTIVATION WHILE GUPPLIES LAST
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