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By Casey Hans
slaff writer

The statistics are alarming.

01 600 burglary alarms logged by
the Farmington Department of Pub-
lic Safety In 1985, 97 percent were
false .zalarms, according to director
Frank Lauholf.

He thinks that number can be re-

duced,

At Lauhoff’s request, the clty
council Introduced an ordinance
amendment  Monday that would
make it a misdemeanor violation for
a bullding owner — resldential or
commercial — to allow an audible
alarm to ring for more than 15 min-
utes anywhere in the clty.

The amendment
would change a
partion of the clty
code listed under
“puisances.” The

councll vote was

unanimous,
Audible alarms

in both commer-

cial bulldings and 5 -
restdential houses MAE

cause problems, Frank Lauhotf
he safd, although miost of the prob-
lems come from the resldential sec-
tor. A common situation arises when

a resident sets an audible house .

alarm and goes out of town. If the
alarm is tripped by weather prob-
lcms or other factors, It wlll contin.

Logs become furniture

By Tom Baer
stafwriter

Chain saws buzzed and sputtered,
bulldozers rumbled and snorted, and
perhaps even an occaslonal axe rang
out, Timber was being harvested in
Rochester Hllls,

QOak and ash trees covering I¢
acres near Livernois and Drexelgate
were felled last month and trucked
off to an upstate lumber mlll to be
made Into furniture.

The Sisters of Mercy in Farming-
ton Hills sold the trees to Maple
Ridge Hardwoods Inc. of Sterling,
Mich,, north of Bay City. The Mercy
Services for the Aging will build a
“'continuing care retircment commu-
nity” on the site.

To be known as Bellbrook, the
project wlil be finished by the end of

EDM Division is

The assets of the Farmington-
based Easco-Sparcatron Divislon of
EDM Industries Inc, were recently
sold to Llquid Drive Corp., which
plans to move the divislon from the
city.

The division, with its 26 jobs, will
be moved from 32840 Eight Mite and
consolidated at the new owner’s lo-
cation in Green Oaks Township.

The Farmington City Councll
voted Dec. 1 to allow the change and

1987 or early 1988, a spokesperson
for the Sisters of Merey sald.

PHASE ONE of the project will
{nclude congregate apartments, a
home for the aged and a skilled nurs-
ing center, the spokesperson sald.

Dave Zimmer, a timber buyer for
Maple Ridge, estimated the harvest
at 35,000-40,000 board fect.

The oldest trees were ‘120 years
old, Zimmer said, and showlng slgns
of age with rotten cores. “Thls
wasw’t an especially well-managed
woodlot,” he said.

The clearing of the small forest
took some nearby residents by
surprise. “We kind of took the trees
for granted,” sald a resident. “One
day they were there, the next they
weren't. And the place looks like an
old-fashioned lumber camp.”

purchased

grant on Industrlal Faclllties Ex-
cmptlon Certiffcate, The cerliflcate
Is needed for the company to attain
tax abatement at its new locatlon,

“The city of Farmington has not
had a problem with vacancies in cur
fndusttial areas” City Manager
Rebert Deadman, told the counell in
recommending 1t grant the certifi-
cate. “The buildings, along Eight
Mile have historically rented well.”

School musicians set benefit

The Farmington High ibined
choirs and orchestra will give a ben-
efit concert at 8 p.m. Thursday, at
the school, 32000 Shlawassce.

Admissicn is $1.50 at the door. All
proceeds will go to Farmington Pub-

lic Schools' €
ter.

acking d

e to ring untl} the resldents return
home. [

“It's created a problem,” Lauhoff
sald.

CITY MANAGER Robert Dead-
man sald the alarms “can be a se-

some of the expenses, but we're also
encouraging the owners of the
alarms to have them repalred,”
Lauhoff added,

The ordlnance also continues to
require approval of any automati-

own on false alarms

catly dialed telephone number relate
ing lo the alarm system. Permission
for an alarm system to ring dlrccltlly
Into the public safcty department "is
not usually granted because during
storm perlods . . . the telephone sys-

tem , . . could be inundated by falss
atarm calls,” Deadman added. .

The public safety department wig
{ssue violations and enforce the ordp
nance once lhe amendment hyy
passed, Laubo!! sald. .

vere nulsance to proper-
tles” .

Alarm owners can change equip-
ment, modlfy thelr equipment, or
“assure )t wiil be. turned off in 15
minutes by a neighbor or someone
clse," Lauhof{ said. “They've respon-
sible for their own alarm systems.”

When (he ordinance takes effect,

all buslnesscs In the ety will be sent
notiflcation of the ordinance, as well
as residents. who have had audible
alarm problems in the past, Lauboff
sald. R "
The ¢ity does not have a list of all
the alarms installed in the city, as
owners are not required to register
them. .

The proposed Farmington ordi-
nance chabge follows the lead of
other area communities, Including
West Bloomfleld: Township, which
has a slmllar restriction, and the city
of Troy, which is considering a simi-
lar change.

Today's modern alarm systems
can be installed to shut off the audl-
ble signal, Lauhoff sald. Most of
these residential alarms are set to
shut off within cight minutes; com-
merclal alarms within 10 minutes,

IN ADDITION to the audible
alarm change, the clty will continue
to charge a $25 clvil fine for each
false alarm call not related to
weather or  natural

Top honors

North Farmington High senior

David Harlow

Roshak {second fmmA

right), were awarded
Il three live in Farm.

(centor) was awarded a

ficate and programmable calculator by Law-

certi-

dean of

ington Hille. Dr. Elobart Ellis (tar right), LIT

d the awards,

renco [nstitute of T

gy for
ing performance on the Junior Englneering
T '

Lauhoff sald.

Moast of these “cxcessive” false
alarms are related to elther weather
or employee error. Under the ordi-
nance, resldents and businesses are
atlowed two false alarms in one
month, or four In a calendar year be-
fore they are placed on notlce and
charged. The $25 fee [s “to cover

Soclety

titude Search Test. Two other North soniors,
Kenneth Lipka (second from left} and Todd

North principal G. Donald Cowan aleo is pic-
Ap- tured. Moro than 300 studonts took the
axam, Winners placed In the top 5 percent.

[Donate Blood.
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- WINTERIZE
NOW

. _INSTALL THE
“PERFECT MATE"
DOORWALL STORM SYSTEM
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“"LUXTRA" INTERIOR STORM WINDOW'S

- o
L; & “Dﬁ.(x‘

Annual
Accent Sa

Suggealed Retal),
SereiThon o
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Grant Hoemke and
Koltz wlll direct the group perform-
ance.
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A THOUGHTFUL GIFT:
You can space foved ones Iram (he need 10 Make CECISIONS -— And Make
sure yout specihc persanal vashes arc fulbtied Ask far information on out
“Yrusl 100 ¢ Funeral Pre-Attangement Plan * This, and othet valuable -
tormation, 1$ 1 our nelpful booklel “Fre-Anangement Makes Sense ™

MONEY-SAVIHG FACTS!

Traling Cen- Patio Door Sales, Inc. ...« whero quallty costs you leas
g . FucluryISh;w’rcom " m‘zdun.-rzl.a-s-sn. 8:30 - Noon 20262 Middlebelt Road (just S. of 8 Mile) Livonia
B 8388 Since 1083 5086212 Glass 574 Secon Repar woe [ T 474-6900  ‘Teess weansw om0
Trust 10D
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Jarnes Will
HARRY J, (Phong us Or mar in Ims coupon t
\ Yes I'm interested in more delals Please send me ine booklel.
Pro-Arangement Lakes Sense
FUNERAL HOMES, INC, | Hame
ILOCATIONS —ALL NEARFREEWAYS | Acddress
Redlord = 25450 Plymouln Rd Cuy State
Lvonia — 37000 Six Mile Ro 937-3670 o
Detrorl — 4412 Livernois Ave Zp none

L OFF
_EVERYTHING

- Nothing Held Back!

SOFAS, LOVESEATS, CHAIRS, RECLINERS, DINING RQOMS

p ! ' ’ i A GIFT THAT A pleasure to own, a dali 3
BEDROOMS, GAME TABLES & CHAIRS, OCCASIONAL KEEPS ON GIVING... proportioned as :d:coaraﬂ'\:; lp?le‘::.:;glolj‘:zrfn:a.;:ltll:':reas
TABLES, LAMPS, ETC. SUCH FAMOUS MAKERS AS ACCENT TABLE  ideal as ap accent for a dull corner or as a dlsplay

. HENREDON, HICKORY, KAY LYN, HEKMAN, BERNHARD
..FANCHER; SIMMONS, CHAIRCRAFT AND MANY OTHERS:
NOTHING HELD BACK, ALL PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDED,
OME INNOW AND SAVE AS NEVER BEFORE E OPPORTUNITY

OF ALIFETIME TO SAVE ON QUALITY MERCHANDISE

OPEN MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY 9:30

- TUES., WED;, SAT. 3:30-
- SUNDAY 12:00

for objets d'art, If undeclded on the perfect
placement, our experlenced design stalf will be
happy to share with you ideas and suggestions.
Round mahogany table, rim top, bamboo style legs.
Rich brown linish, 16Dx25"H, $185 or 2/$350.

NOW OPEN
EVENINGS

2
£
| é Jacobson’s

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UN‘;’[L 9,
Shop Saturday untli 6.
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4080 S..Telegraph Ro
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