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stafl writer

1t's showtlme.
The long-awaited h be-
tween the two best Class A girls basketball tcams In
Obscrverland is here: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at Southficld
High School. Piymouth Salem {24-1) vs. Farmington
Hills Mercy (18-6). Class A quarterflnals. Winner ad-
vances to the state semlflnals in Grand Raplds.

Drum roll, please.

Why is thls such a big deal? Most of this has been sald
or written before, but in case you missed it, here's why:

@ The game wlll match two of the most successful
and most respected coaching stalfs in the state, For
Salem, head coach Fred Thomann, assistants Dave Ed-
wards, Tom Williams and Dave Van Wagoner agalnst
Mercy's head coach Larry Baker and asslstants Mike
King and Jim McKee, There's close to 500 wins on these

® The game will showcase two blue-chip players:
junlor Dena Head for Salem and senfor Yveite Malson
far Mercy,

@ And, obviously, the game matches two superb bas-
ketball teams.

Get the piclure?

WALT, THERE'S more.

These (wo teams know cach other 50 well it's almost
frightening. They know each athers' out-of-bounds plays
(both teams wlil add new encs prior to Wednesday's
game), they know each athers defenslve schemes, press
structures and baslc offenslve patterns. They know
which player the other likes to go to in critical situa-
tlons. They know which player can dribbie left handed
and which can't. They know which player to foul in cer-
taln sltuations and which player not to.

These leams have been scouting each other since
symmer team camp with Wednesday's game in mind.
They are bonded. Baker, in fact, thinks the sltuation

The showdown in Southfield

“] mean, we are exceptionally familiar with each
other,” he sald. “Mike King Is starting to look like a
Salem coach. He Is losing his halr like Fred Thomann,
He's starting to walk with a swagger like Edwards, and
he keeps complalning to me about playlng zone defense.
T'm starting to get concerned.”

' important to keep your sense of humor at a time
like thls. But on Wednesday, it'll be all business,

“\WWE ARE real excited about playing Salem,” Baker
sald. “We have o traditlon of great games and I don’t
mind the underdog role, as we were last year {Mercy
upset Salem In the Class A reglonal last year).

“f would say there were 2 number of keys from our
point of vicw, Salem has quallty athletes, and they are
well-versed in the skill arcas. Therc aren’t many chinks

 in thelr armor. We think we may have spotted a couple.
1t we don't take advantage of them, It could be a very
long night for us.’

them 51-31 earller this season (Sept. 27) but we had a
great sprint at the end of that game. It was pretty close
through three quarters. We're talking about one of the
final cight teams in Lhe state, Both teams have o great
traditlon, and thls is a great rivalry,

“The team that goes out and executes like it has all
year Is the team that will win. 1 don't sce & blowout
from either team. 1 think it will be a nip-and-tuck
game.”

TICKET INFORMATION: Fred Goldberg, Southfleld
athlctle director, will Issue 500 tickets to each school,
Tickets, $2 cach, wiil not be avallable at the door if
those 1,000 tickets are sold out.

Salem will put its lickets on sale from 8:30 a.m. Lo 5
p.m. Monday and from £:30 am, to 8 p.m. Tuesday.
Tickets can be purchased at the athletle offlce.

Mercy wlll put its tickets on sate from 8:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday and Tuesday at the school’s receptlon desk

benches,

By Chris McCosky
statt writor

ss blowouts go, this one wasn't
b:

ad,

In fact, Farmington Hills Mer-
cy's 55-35 bashing of Dearborn
Edscl Ford Thursday night in the
Class A girls basketball regional
championship at Northville was
quite entertainlng.

1In the {lrst balf Mercy putona
clinic — no, a series of cilnjes:
how Lo pester your opponent with
full court pressure, how to shut
off your opponent’s leading
scorer, how ta seleet your shots
and make them, how to win your
stale-record seventh consceutive
regional champlonship and have
fun dotng it,

Then In the second half, Edsel
Ford helped keep the crowd
awake by turning the basketball
game Into something resembling
a hockey game. There were hip
cheeks, cross checks, there was
some slashing, the tempo In-
creased — n good time was had
by al} (except perhaps the two of-
ficials, who afterwards looked as
if they had chased a couple of
slippery rabbits around a field
non-stap for two hours),

WHEN IT WAS over, Mcrey
coach Larry Baker rcflected on
the unprecedented seven straight
regional wins — an amazing feat
consldering the gradually in-
creasing number of outstanding
glrls basketball programs in the
southeastern  Michigan reglon,
Edsel Ford, for example, posted
17 wins this season.

“We are very proud of it,” said
Baker of the streak. “When you
100k and see such top-notch pro-
grams as Detroit St. Martin de-
Paorres and Leland out of the tour-
nament already you realize it's
not a given to get this far under
any clrcumstances. To be among
the fina) clght teams in the state

may be getting out of hand,

Mercy cruises
to regional title

ES———

girls
basketball

that many times Is a significant
accomplishment.”

‘The reglonal championship win
also allows Baker and hls team to
glve a little in-your-face treat-
ment to those cynies across the
state who denled Merey a state
ranking for much of the scason
because of the team’s six losses.

“1 just have to say somcthlng
about our schedule again. All but
three of aur regular-seasen oppo-
nents this year have won district
titles. The trade off for playing
that type of schedule has been
taking a beating In the rankings.
But when you win (he reglonal
you are In the top 10, uncontest-
able, regardless of your record,”
said Baker.

And Mercy's 18-6 record, it
should be polnted olt, ain't exact-
3y last month's poultry. But let's
get back to the game.

THE MERCY press forced
Edsel Ford into 11 turnovers In
the first quarter. The T-Birds
managed to {lre off only five
shots in the quarter. The Marlins,
behind some torrid outslde shoot-
ing, raced ahead 16-3.

Second quarter, More of the
same. Ford got off four shots and
turned the ball over nine more
times. Mercy, who hit 16 of 28
shots in the half, led 35-9.

“We wanted lo make Lhem put
the ball on the floor," Baker sald.
“We felt they were a good passing
team, but when they put the ball
down ({dribbled it} their heads
went down, t00."

Edse) Ford's roughhousing tac-
tics worked well In the second
half. The T-Birds managed to

Jan Herberholz {white jersey) battlas Edsel
Ford’s Tracy Acker for a loose ball during

outscare Merey 26-24 in the sec-
ond half. Don’t lavgh, a moral
victory is a moral victary.

Yvelte Malson Jed ali seorcrs
with 19 points. She got some in-
slde and she got some outside.
Adrlenne Clark, who fouled out in
the final quarter, scored 11. Jan
Herberholz (10) and Margaret De-

Said Thomann: “This will be a great game. We beat

Mattla {nine) comblined for anoth-
er 19.

r 19,

But Dedattia’s main contribu-
tlon was defense. She limited
Ford's top gun Klm Dapprich to
just one fiedd goal and three
points. Dapprich, a good thrce
Inches taller than DeMattia,
scored 17 Tucsday night agalnst

RANDY BORST/statt phatogropher

Mercy's 56-35 regional champlonship victory
Thuraday night.

Highland Park.

Ford {17-8) was Jed by lLori
Cubr's 12 points (10 n the second
half).

And while we're on the subject
of entertainment, the Marlins will
take on Plymouth Salem in the
quarterfinals, 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day at Southfield.

and athletic office.

Salem
smashes
Trentop

By Bill Parkor
stoff writar

There was no way of geiting
past the Rocks in Glbraitar.

Although the Trenton Tro-
Janeites gave it their best shot,
there was no way around the tow-
ering Plymouth Salem Rocks.

‘The Rocks ambushed the much
smaller, albeit qulcker, Tro-
jancttes Thursdoy night in the
Ctass A glrls basketball reglonal
champlonshlp at Gibraltar Carl-
son High Schoal.

When the dust cleared Salem
stood tall, with a 52-33 vietory.

“I'm just delighted,” said Sa-
lem coach Fved Thomana. “I'm
delighted thzt wo played so well
in such a well-played game, Tren-
ton was emoticnally involved and
physleally ready. They're a goad
team. They made us remember
what basketball [s all about in
terms of a big game.”

Salem's Dena Head was the
blggest obstacle blocking Tren-
ton. The junlor forward dumped
In a game-high 29 polnts.

*(Head) was the dlfference In
the game,” satd Trenton coach
John Biedenbach, whose team
finished the season at 20-4. “Cut
her polnts in hall, and we're back
in the game. She’s a great player.
She's Divislon I all the way.”

SPEEDSTERS BRIDGET
Mahalak and Karen Cesarz kept
Trenton close in the carly min-
utes of the game.

But It was Head doing the dam-
age for the Rocks. She connected
on o three-palnt play late in the
first quarter to put her team
ahcad 12-9,

With time running out, Head
dropped In the final two of her 11
flrst-quarter  polnts as Salem
pushed ahead 16-10,

Ploasa turn to Paga 2

Pioneer under investigation,
may lose cross country title

By Chris McConky
staft writor

The Ann Arbor School District has organized an in-
house investigation of the Ann Arbor Ploneer glrls
cross country program. The focus of the investigation
Is on the edigibllity of former Plymouth Canton runner
Rachel Mann. Mann transferred to Ann Arbor Ploncer
last summer, .

If Mann is found Incligible, Ann Arbor Ploneer may
have to forfeit the Class A girls cross country siate

it won last 3

“We are definltely looking Into It,” sald Wiley
Brownlee, assistant superintendent of Ann Arbor
Schools, who ordered the In-house Investigation. “We
are retleent to specutate on what the conclusions might
be at this polnt. We do not want Lo box people In or put
lpclopl!lc In jeopardy. It's best just to say we ace looking
nto It.”

Brownlce sald that the following events were true
and prompted the investigatlon:

@ RACHEL MANN and her father moved in with
another family in Ann Arbor last summer while wait.
ing for their own Ann Arbor home to beeome avallahle.

® When the Manna finally moved into thelr new res-
idence, they discovered that the home was within the
Ann Arbor Huron distriet.

® The Michigan High School Athletie Associatlon
has been apprised of the sltuation. The MHSAA, the
governing body of kigh schoot athletics In this state,

advised the district lo conduct its own investigation
before taking furthur action. The actual investigatlon
is belng conducted by Larry Dishman, head of Ann Ar-
bar’s Parks and Recreation Department.

“1t 13 belng discussed in-house,” sald Dishman. “I
don't think it should be discussed in the paper at this
palnt. I can’t say much more about It.”

sald that the 's primary con-
cern was whether Mann was eligible to compete in the
fall season afler moving from the Plymouth-Canton
Community School District In the summer.

“We're not all that concerned about the fact Lhat she
moved Hrst with another family,” Brownlec sald. “As
far as we're concerned, she was living with her father,
therefore, that was her resldence. It somebody maoves
In and has to stay at o motel for a couple of months,
that's sthil their residence. What we want Lo find out is,
did she lose eliglbility by changing districts?”

MANN WAS a standout runner for Plymouth Canton,
both In cross country and track, She was a first-icam
All-Aren cross country selection as a sophomore at
Canton in 1985. She was second team All-Area in track
last spring.

Over the spring and summer months Mann trained
at the Ann Arbor Track Club, which [s run by Pionecer
eross country and track coach Bryan Westfleld.

Westfleld, who has won two consecutive state cham-
plonships In glrls track, sald he was unaware of any
Iule:stlgntlou when reached at hls home Wednesday
night.

Seattle-Pacific strikes
early to beat Pioneers

Whatever dreams of grandeur
Oakland Unlversity's men's soceer
team harbored golng into Saturday's
NCAA Divislon 1T champlonship
match at Scattle-Paclfle were
dashed qulckly.

S-P scored a)l the goals It needed
in the opening 10 minutes to success-
fully defend the Division II title it
claimed a year age, rolling over the
Pioneers 4-1.

The game was declded almost be-
fore OU got started. The Ploncers
were ftat, which supplled S-P with
all the opportunlty It needed. Just
2:02 had cxplred when Chrls Mac-
Donald scored the game's firat goal.

MacDenald finlshed n play started
by Scatt Calrns' free kick from 30
yards out. Chuck Sckyra fielded
Caims’ klek and tipped It to Mac-
Donald at the far post for a goal-
scorlng header and a 1-0 Jead.

S-P CONNECTED agaln just 52
seconds later, and ogaln MacDonald
played a key role. His corner kick
was not handled by the Ploncer de-
fense In front of the net, slipping
through to Mark Faller who was
alonc — agaln at the far post — with

‘

OU sports

1o one to beat but OU keeper Vince
Alibertl. Faiter did, making it 2-0,

OU’s defense was in dlsarray, and
It was only the official’s whistle that
kept the Plonecr hopes alive. S-P got
two more goals befare the game was
10 minutes old, hut bath were waved
off on offsides calls. :

The Ploncers regrouped, and at
the 39:19 mark they pulled to within
2-1, Freshman midficlder Erlk
Enyedy (from Southfield) won the
ball at mldficld and broke down the
right slde. He sent o pass ahcad to
Simon Mayo, a freshman forward
who just rejolned OU after missing o
month with a foot injury.

Mayo Look the ball decp into S-P
territory, then dropped a pass back
to Marty Hagen (Troy Athens) who
drilled It into the net.

The goal supplicd the Pioneers
with momentum entcring the second
half, but kecper Jeff Storrs stole it

i

back for S-P. OU had several solid
scoring chances In the first 10 min-
utes after Intermisslon, notably by
Brian Fitzgerald (Southfleld) and
Tom Duff (Blrmingham Scaholm).
But Storrs frustrated both with good
saves.

THE CLINCHER came at the
55:53 mark. S-P's Cralg Ottosen
looped the ball over the OU defense
and Matt Smith broke in, ficlded It
and scored, maklng it 3-1.

The champions added a fourth
goal at 79:44 on a penalty kick by
Bob Bruch, awarded when Mikael
Catlstrom was called for pulling
Bruch down in the penalty box. OU
continued (o apply the pressure, but
the Ploncers fafled to penctrate the
S-P defense for any solld scoring
chances.

“Qur blggest problem was the flrst
10 minutes of the game,” sajd OU
coach Gary Parsons, “They got those
two quick goals and It took us a long
time to scttle down. But they were
definitely the better team today, and
they never let us back into the

me.”
OU finished 14-6-3.



