photos by STEPHEN CANTRELL/atatt phatogeaphar

‘As soon as tho sheet is removed, Osgood wilt snap plctures of the body, which may bo used in later court proceedings.

Death investigator laughs in the face of it

:By Tom Handarson
‘staff writor

b ARY SUE 0SGOOD taughs
. a lot in her business. It's
. the kind of job, If you

can't Jaugh at it, (Il kIt

you.

" Osgood Investigates deaths for the
Oakland County Medical Examiner’s
Offlce. With & sharp eye for detall
and armed with Polaroid and video
cameras, she rushes to the scene of
suspiclous deaths, trafilc fatalities,
drug overdoses and murders.

When Dr. Frank Madsen, a retired
Lutheran minister, was brutally
slaln in Southficld recently, it was
Osgood who was one of the lirst to
arrive at the bloody scene.

When a young man was found
dead in a ficld In Troy, shot four
times and driven over by a car, she
was called In the mlddie of the night
to Investigate.

She has filmed maggots ceawling
out of bloated, rotting flesh. She has
been in apartments with blood

splattered over walls and carpet.
She went to the scene of a hit-and-
run, only to fInd out the dead child
was the son of an old {riend.

DESPITE IT ALL, Osgood cracks
wise like some character in a
Dashlell Hammett mystery.

“In this type of work, you have to
have a sense of humor or you might
as well be downstairs In the cooler
with the rest of them,” sald Osgood,
u registered purse who has been a
death Investigator for a year. The
cooler s a refrigerated room in the
basement of the county mmorgue
where bodles paticntly awalt autop-

s,

H laughing In the face of ugly,
tragic death, in the face of venom
and murder, Is something of a neces-
slty for keeplng yaur sanity, Osgood
is @ finc specimen of mental health,
She Jaughs often, at her co-workers,
at hersel!, at the job.

“There are two types of deaths in
Detroft — regular and unleaded.” Or
“Say I'm marrled and have three

kids. Don't say happily married or
my husband will think I've been ly-
ing to you." Or about the 84-year-old
man and his 60-year-old girlfriend
who died of carbon monoxlde pofsen-
Ing durlng sex in his car in the ga-
rage: “Maybe his mother wouldn't
let him bring a date in the house,”

Sick humor? Somctimes. Yet It's
healthy humor, Loo. As Phll Pred-
more, toxcelogist at the medical ex-
amincr’s offlce, sald: “Most of us
would not survive here withoul a
sense of humor, Personal involve-
ment Is the one thing you cannot
have in, this busincess or you'll go
stark raving mad.”

0SGOOD IS A new breed for Oak-
land County. There are six other
death Investlgators, all of them re-
tired Detrolt homiclde investigators.
Gocebel Baynes, the adminlstrator
for the medleal examiner’s oflee, Is
himsel! a retired Detrolt cop wha
saw enough spunk in Osgood a year
ago to glve her a lry.

“I's funny,” sald Baynes. “The

it

short takes

If you recently opened @ shop,
.captured an award, earned a pro-
‘motion or are planning a uew
penture or project — and there's
a Farmington-area business ax-
gle — we'd like to hear from you
so we can share your news itent
with othter Farmington Observer
readers. Send items to: Short
takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024,

@ COMES ABOARD

Debra Burke, formerly of NBI Re-

source Data Systems Corp., has

joined Cascy Communlcations Man-

agement as computer services man-
e

o

ager.

Her responsibil-
Itles Include pro-
»lding on-golng
training to Casey
Communications
Management per-
sonnel, developing i
specific ‘databasc Ji7
‘applications and
assisting with tcli- ebra
ent  computer
feads, “Sho. will Burke
monltor the flrm's computer net-
‘work to ensure smooth daily opera-

lons.
- Burke assisted Casey Communica-
tions Management with initial teain-
ing of the staff In using the flrm’s
new computer sysiem.
. As a senior systems support repre-
sentative at NBI, Burke was respon-
slble for the preparatlon and presen-
tation of sales domonstrations, as
‘well as assisting in customer train-
ing and support during installation
of computer systems.
* Earlier with NBI, she worked as a
yecords administrator malntaining
records for fleld englneering. She
also assisied with the development
and implementation of database
management systems for customers.
" Burke recelved her computer
tralning trom North Careilna State
Universlty. She recelved additional
trainlng at NBI Resource Data Sys-
tems Corp.

© LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT .
. Robert Glbbs, a member of the
professlonal staff of Ann Arbor-
based Johnson, Johnson & Rey Inc.,
has become a rogistered landseape
architect in Michigan.

He recelved his master of land-
seape architecture degree from the
Unlversity of Michigan (n 1984, spe-

. clalizing In urban design, housing
and historlc interpretive sysiems. He
7/ has worked for JJR since 1985.

The Farmington Hills resldent Is
vice president of the Farmington
Rldge Homeowners Associatlon and
is active as chalrman of its parks
planning divislen.

® NATIONAL MEMBER

® JOINS STAFF

Judith Botwick of Farmington
Hills has jolned the Detrolt Medical
Center as corporate manager for in-
formatlon services.

She had been with the manage-
divislon

Gerald Hoffman of F
Hills joins 6,000 other Enrolled
Agents as members of the Nationat
Assoclation of Enrolled Agents
{NAEA).

Enrolled Agents are granted the
right to practice before the Internal
Revenue Service at all adminlstra-
tive levels,

Agents may become Enrolled
Agents through five years of contlnu-
ous employment with the IRS and

ment

of Arthur Andersen & Co., Detrolt.
She Is 2 member of Healthcare Fl-

nancial Management Association

and Health Management Systems

Soclety.

@ MILEAGE BONUS

Hilton Hotels Corp. has become a
trovel partner in United Airlines’
Mlleage Plus Program. Members
will receive bonus miles for hotel

regular ap an P
tlon of the TRS Code of Regulations.
Generally, only 30 percent of those
who take the two-day Enrolled
Agenis ¢xam pasy,

THE'NAEA requires 30 hours of

cach year in ‘addition to strict adher-
ence to o Code of Professional Eth-
ics. The association works actlvely
with government rcgulatory agen-
cles and Congress on tax-related
matlers.

® NEW PRESIDENT

The Metropolitan Detroit  Sir
Speedy Owner's Associatlon has
elected Terrle Alfonsl as thelr presi-
dent for 1987,

She has managed the Sir Speedy of
Grosse Polnte for five years. A Slr
Speedy Printing Center Is at 20208
Qrchard Lake, Farmington Hllls,

® TAX REFORM

“An Overview of the 1986 Tax Re-
form Act"” wilt be tople of the semi-
nar presented at 7 pm. Thursday,
Dec. 11, at the Boyes, Wright, Plit-
man & Moug CPAs ofilee, 26552 Orc-
hard Lake, Farmington Hiils.

Cast is $35 per persan.

Call 855-8100,

® PR FIRM CHOSEN

Promark Innovations Ine. of
Southfleld has chosen Hermanoff &
Assoclates Inc. of Farminglon Hills
as its publle relations agency.

Promark Innovations is a market-
ing firm involved In the research, de-
sign and development of products to
[ncrease employer/employce aware-
ness of drug and aleohol abuse in the
warkplace,

‘Fhe company s marketing a 13-
week program tilled “Because We
Care,” which assists employers and
employces in recognizing and receive
Ing treatment for drug and alcohol
abuse.

stays ov, 1.

“Mileage Plus Is the best estab-
lished and most pepular of all (re-
quent traveler programs in the In-
dustry. We are pleased to offer a
miteage bonus to United passengers
as part of the program and look for.
ward to welcoming them te our ho-
tels as regular Hilton customers,”
sald Barron Hilton, chairman and
president.

Mileage Plus members wiil earn
500 bonus miles cach Uime they stay
at a particlpating Hilton, including
the Novi Hilten. For reservations,
call toll-free, 1-B00-HILTONS,
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other day I was downstairs with a
body. There were Lwo state police of-
ficers and they were, both women.
‘The medlcal examiner was a woman
{Lynda Bledrzycki) and the fnvestl-
gator was a woman. I sald, ‘The
broads are taking over,' "

Baynes laughed and left the room,

“] ‘wanted this job as much as 1
wanted air. I knew I could do an ex-
cellent job if glven the oppertunity,”
satd Osgood.

There were 8,000 deaths in Oak-
land County last year. The medlcal
examiner’s afflce investigated 2,600
of them. If a call about a body comes.
In at night, chances are Osgoed will
end up at the scene. “I don't care
what tlme they call me. I'll go out
anywhere."

Going out at 3 a.m. to fllm blood
and gore while hysterlcal relatives
watch might scem like a terrible
way to make a tving. To Osgood, af-
ter years of working as a nurse In
emergency rooms battling to save
lives, “This ls a no-stress job. To
take It was the best decislon T ever
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‘In this type of work, you have to have a
sense of humor or you might as well be
downstairs in the cooler with the rest of

them.’

— Mary Sue Osgood
death Investigator

made. I've learned to appreciate llfe.
This Is not a dress rehearsal.”

And, yet, there are those inevlta-
ble moments when the ugly side of
1lfe gets to her. One of those was the
sudden-death recently of a 30-year-
old man who was the father of a boy
whose life she'd helped save In the
emergency room a fow years ago.

“When I'm down, 1 surround
myself with people and I laugh. Peo-
ple make me high,” she sald, Or she
plays piano or goes for a drlve.

0SG00D RELUCTANTLY ad-
mits there was some resislance to
her when she first joined the medleal
examiner's offlce, both by co-work-
crs and by some of the potlce in the
county who were expecting a male,
180-pound former cop to arrive ata
death scene and got a slim, 36-year-
old woman, [nstead.

“It was difficult for some, and it
still may be difficult for some,
whether It's here In the offlce or out
in the county somewhere. Hey, It
was a shock for everybody, But I'm

treated lke one of the guys now.”

Get past her tough-guy cxterlor,
there's a soft center, I don't watch
TV because I cry at commercials. It
doesn't take too much to touch my
heart,” she said, “I don't know that I
do too well at funerals and I ey to
avold them.”

And a lot of the deaths do touch
her, particularly the suicides of the
young and the old. “The biggest thing
that surprised me is how many old
people klll themselves.”

Osgood's husband of five years,
Richard, Is dlrector of the paramedi-
cal program at Oakland Community
College. She has three chitdren, Hol-
1y, 15, Tony, 12, and Kam, 10. De-
spite the demands of her Rochester
Hills home and job, Osgood s work-
Ing on an associate degree in erimi-
nat justice and a bachelor's degree in
buslness admlnistration.

1t hasn't been easy,” sald Osgood.
“l was divorced with three kids,
worklng long hours in the emergency
roam, golng to school at night. But it
was worth It
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take the time and
effor out of looking
good. But first, they
take the time to
know you—your
taste In clothing,
your jab, your after-
work Interests.
They'i work with
your present ward-
robe or start from
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together a wardiobe
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and casuai clothing. +
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