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criminal records.

Counell members were unawave
of Hayward's Informatlon or other
gllegations made by residents
agalnst the applicants seeking a
group home lcense from the state
Department of Soctal Services.

But DSS offlclals denled the alle-
gatlons and complaints against the
Ypsilanti-based Renaissance House
Inc., which is seeking a licensc to op-
erate the proposed Grayling home.

The corporation’s three group
homes — two in Jackson, one in Yp-
sllanti — are consldered well-run fa~
cillties, sald Swajancn.

A COMPLAINT was lodged
against a stalf member of the corpo-
ratton’s Ypsilantl group home, Swa-
Janen confirmed.

“There was onc

ome in spotlight

THE STATE has since responded,
but city offlclals have not yet made
the {informatlon publle. Clty council
members are expected to receive
coples of the state’s response before
tonight's regulacly scheduled 7:30
meeting in councll chambers, 31555
11 Mile. The council's meetlng agen-
da lists the proposed group home for

iscusslon.

State offictals from the DSS and
the mental health department will
also mecet with clty and community
representatives at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, in the council chambers. .

The meeting was scheduled to dis-
cuss the proposed group home and to
answer questions. “Hopefully we
wlll be able to address some con-
cerns In a good environment,” Swa-
janen said, adding previous en-
counters to discuss the home have
been hostile.

In his October letter, Costlck re-

recelved In March. There were atle-
gations of drug use and sexual rela-
tions between a staif person and one
of the restdents,” Swajanen sald,

quested an lon of the deadline
set for the clty’s response to DSS no-
tlflcatlon of the proposed group

home.
DSS ofilclats asked the clty to

g an bss
consultant Bill Mitchell found the
were not

¢d,” Swajanen said.

In a report on bis findIngs, Mitch-
ell wrote: "I could find no collabo-
rating cvidence.”

Reports on Renaissance House
Inc. by both Mitchell and another
DSS officla) showed “both indlvidu-
als had nothing but positive statc-
ments to make about this organlza-
tlon," Swajancn sald,

Followlng a meeting with resl-
dents in October, City Manager Wil-
ltam Costlck dralted a letter to DSS
officlals asklng for Informatlon
about potential group home resle
dents as well as the license appll-
cants, Including the allegations
about drug usc and sexual relatlons.

whether the proposed
group home would be within 1,500
fect of a slmllar facility, This deter-
mination §s the only control a focal
government has over group home
sltes.

BUT CITY offictals also told the
DSS that the housc has electrical,
heating and strucural problems.
Farmington Hills bullding staff will
not issuc a certificate of occupancy
permit for the two-story house untll
code vlolations are corrected.

“They cannot place residents in
that facility untll we have reviewed
and cvaluated a lleense for that
adult foster care home,” Swajancn

When the city first Issued an occu-
pancy permit for the Grayling house
— when it was used as a private res-
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idcnee — it was for only the first
floor. Since the house was first bullt,
however, a sccond story has been
added, without the bencflt of an oc-
qupancy permit.

The lack of an occupancy permit
Is also a snag In the DSS licensing
process. “1 sent a letter to the city
and the corporation that I will not
license the home until I recelve an
occupaney permit for the first and
second floors of the home,” Swa-
Jancn said,

White the Michigan Department of
Mental Health is responsible for de-
veloping group homes, the DSS s the
licensing agency.

The llcensing process, however,
Invalves more than ensurlng that the
house meets city bullding codes.
Swajancn reviews the quality of care
— programs, employecs who will be
hlred and corporate structure,

“WE EVALUATE ¢verything that
will control activity in that home,”
Swajanen sald, “We look at all the
employces in this corporatlon.”

That includes references, deter-
mining whether corparate officials
and staff are of good moral charac-
ter as well as education and experi-
cnee.

Also reviewed is the corporation's
admission requircments, planned
staffing ratfos and wnrkdschedulu,
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fralnlng. R;qucsls are also made for palice otfi and in Far At least $17,000 wae
the propesed group home's menus service group members were among those raised during the day-long sale. Proceeds will
and medcal {lles, sald. ing special ¥ Aroca dfel- be used to provide haliday baskets to needy

area families and seniors, To donate money
or goods, call the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce, 474-3440,
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lows newspapers Nov. 28 at major intersec-
tions, Above, Goodfallow Bill Prisk works the
corner of Farmington Road and Grand River

“We look at all their emergency
procedures too,” he added. *

The factllty is also reviewed to
determine the 1 con-
dltions” for resldents to be llving
there. For example, certaln ltems
are required for resldents who may
be physically handleapped, Swa-
Janen sald.
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