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Farmers, cities shun septic tank wastes

ARy Tim Richard
slaff writor

41 Country living — on rural roads
¥ind wlth septic tanks — is growing
nore popular, particularly in west.
&tn Qakland County.

SrBut farmers and municipal sew-
age treatment plants are Increasing-
Jy reluctant to accept the wastes
ppmped from septic tanks,

44 "We're beglnning to develop a eri.
$is,” sald Dan O'Neill, chief of land
appllcations -for the state Departs
ment of Natural Resources,

LIt'8 not Just a state problem. It's

"_ Oakland County has about one-third of
' all unsewered housing units in the

i region. By the year,

2000 Oakland will

-have 102,000 unsewered units — four
‘times as many as any other county.
Meanwhile, places to dump the septic
wastes — farms and wastewater
plants — are becoming scarcer.

hét just an septage
hauler’s problem. It's a county and
$pwnships problem, too," O'Nesll told

, meeting of the Arcnwlde Water
unlity Board last week.

»n.AWQIl PASSED a molullon say-
Ing sewage treatment plants “must
— In the short run at a minlmum —
swp up to the preblem wherever
fpossible to avold impending health
tand environmental threats.”
For the long term, AWQB called
fon county agencles to seek disposal
options, - Including folnt solutions to
reduce staff costs.
Curreatly, rural homes, restau-
brants and buslnesses gencrate 39
mlllion gallons of sepile waste a
ear In the seven-county southeasts
tn Michlgan reglon. That volume
hyill increase to about 55 militon gal-
lons by the year 2000, based on popu-
ntion growth ecstimates, according
o Jack Durbin, Washtenaw County
ipublic works dircctor.
Oakland County Is leadlng the way
by Issulng 6,200 septic system pere
*nits in the last six years compared
o 4,000 in Livingston County, 3,800
in Macomb and lesser nusibers In
Washtenaw, Wayne, St. Claic and
fonroe counties.
4 Onkland has about one-third of all
unsewered housing units In the re-
glon, according to AWQB reports.
s projected that by 2000 Oakland
il have 102,000 unsewered units —
your Umes as many as the next clos-
st county, Livingston.

Gym, pool
open at OCC

The pool, welght-cxercise room,
gym and racguetball courts will be
open to the public during the holiday
break at Qakland Community. Col-
lege’s Orchard Ridge Campus, HEB
at Orchard Lake Road in

MEANWHILE, PLACES to dump
the waste — farms and wastewater
plants — are becoming acarcer.

Jack Londen, a septic waste
hauler from Macomb County, sald,
“The farmer has trouble with mpﬁc
teucks placing ruts fn his field, His
nelghbors will shun him, fearful lm'll
be putting polsonous things in the

"Pmlty soon he'll shut down be-
cause he doesn't ke the sof) com-
paction and the cold shoulder he's
gettlng from his neighbor,” London
said, adding that farms can't spread

them to violate their discharge per-
mit Umits into a river.”

Ed Hogan, representing the De-
trolt Water and Sewcrage System,
sald restaurant septie waste ls a par-
ticular problem because it contalns
fats, olls and grease,

But Hogan added that Detroit s
wllling to make contracts with pub-
1le agencles (suburban governments)
10 accept it, “‘Detroit 1s willlng to nc-
gotiate with any county It serves,”
he sald.

Other plants still accepting the
wastes are in Wyandotte, Monroe
and Ann Arbor, necordlng to James
Murray, AWQB 'chair and Wash-
tenaw Co_unty draln commissioner.

AWQB MEMBERS, locnl officials
and haulers. agreed that costs will
rise, both because of tigher new
stale regulations on haulers and in-
creasing treatment costs.

“The homeowner used to paylng
$50 & year to handle wastes will find
thelr costs are golng to go up,” sald
London. “The first guy (hauler) to
raise his rates Joses all his business,
The last guy to raise his rates is the .
one who's dumping It illegally.

“Thelr dlsposal rates could ine
crease to five times what they are
now,” said London, who serves Ma.
comb and Oakiand countles,

Durbln, the Washtenaw DPW di-
rector, said it's recommended that
septic tanks be pumped every three
years, “but in practice it's more ke
every four or five years."

Older tanks have capacltles of
§00-1,000 gatlons, but pewer, larger
resldences have tanks with 1,000
2,000 gallons capaclty, Durbla said.

WASHTENAW officials are con-

sidering other options, Durbin added.

These Include composting and pre-

lreating the wasta in ““package” se

Uc treatment plants before sending

them on to wnnewaler treatment
lants.

Ted WuLmelr. Livingston County
environmental bealth director, sald
85 percent of his county is served by
septic tanks, and the waste Is hauled
to 25 land lltu some as far away as
Genesee and Washtenaw countles.

“We need Lo help haulers find
more sites,” he said.

John Tirno}, St. Clair County envi-
ronmental health director, sald
wastewater treatment plants are the

answer In his area because the high
water table makes it difficult to use

-land sltes,

JANIS BOBRIN, AWQB manager,
sald disposal options must be locally
available, ecnvironmentally sound
and affordable,

AWQB !s responsible for secking
compliance with water quality poli-
cles contalned in the reglonal water
qualily plan, adopted under the fed-
eral Clean Water Act of 1972.

AWQB revlews local development
proposals from a reglonal stand-
polnt.
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