Family thought lost
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see. Cotian ealled Kulka and offered
to pay her plane fare to Eastern Eu.

rape.
In September, a friend's brother
who :ull lived four miles from her
home village, now called Likowyna,
visited the United States. He
promised to try and find out what
had happened to Kulka’s famlly upon
his return. She thought he might be
ableto contact her cousln:
“All of a sudden, 1 xct a letter
from my sister,” she said
It was addressed in thc care of her
friend. Arriving home {rom work
, one recent evenlng, Kulka received a
phone call telling her to come and
pick up her letter. “I didn’t know
whether to put my coat back on or

what.”
Driving to her {riend's house she

suddenly realized she was 80 shocked
and amazed she wasn't cven aware
ulm lng nttrnlﬂc llxm.l

VING two lelters
{rom her alslers, the memotles stow-
ly seep back, They've long heen
unused, unspoken, much like the
Ukralntan spoken in her childhood.

“Last weck, I was trylng so hard
to go back 46 years,” she said,”

In her memories, they remain
children — Justinia going to achool;
bluc-eyed Anastasla with halr so
blonde It's almost white, It ls tny
Eugenin, only 4 when Kulka left
home, who dominates those memo-

Within the last month, Kulka
learned that Eugenla died at 18 In
1954.“[ feel lke crying every time 1
think of her. I kind of wonder why
she dled so young. Whatever hap-
pencd o her?

“She’s the only one I remember

when she was liltle, She was the
baby of the famlly, All of us adored
er.”

SLOWLY, HER questions are
being answered. Her family moved
(o Odessa in 1949, Her mother died
in 1968, Matthew, the brother whom
Kulxa assumed had perished during
the war, 18 married with two chil-
dren, Justinla has one daughter and
Anastasia has two sons.

Until now, the last lctter she
recelved from her family, written by
Justinia in 1942, told of her father’s
death. Later, at the war’s end, when
she learned about the devastation of
her native vlilage, she began to'won-
der how the remaining family mem-
bers survived.

“FThere were my three littlo sisters
and my mother was older, How
could have they survive?” Kulka

said.
‘They could have been wondering

the same about her, As the war
moved to its concluston, flghting in-
creased tn Nazi strongholds. Kulka
once apent two weeks hiding in cel-
lars from the continuous shooting.

As she was shulfled around by the
Germans, Kulka lost most of the
pholos she had of her family. Only
one remalns in her jon, a ple.
ture of ber brother. “I must. have
keptitin my purse,” she sald.

KULKA WAS cventually sent to
work [n a prisoner of war hospltal In
Austria, In 1945, she married an

Austrlan concentration camp survi- -

vor, Zygmund Sear. He dled two
months later, leaving Kulka preg.
nant and alone. )

She searched for her family
through the Red Cross and special
newspaper and radio ads almed at
reunlting people after the war. "I
never heard anything,” she said.
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in wartime located

Returning to her village quickly
becama out of the question, “At first,
cveryone wanted to go-home, of
course, But slowly we came to learn
that things weren't good at home."

She stayed in Austrin, working Ina
hospltal. ,

A priest Sear knew [n the camp
helped her get In touch with Catholle
rellef agencies and she managed to
be able to choose from Lhree people
willing to sponsor her immigration
fo the Unlted States,

IN 1950, she and her daughter,
Stephanie, came to the Detroit area.
Kulka worked at St. Francls Hospl-
tal, Detrolt. Three years: later, she
remarried. Eventually, she had three
more children.

But during that time, she contln-
ued to hope she'd at lenst learn what
happened to her family. She wrote

(212

letters to them that wabt
unanswered and unreturned.

1In 1950, she wrote to her old boma.
addressing (he letter “to whom .t =
may concern” and asking for i lny ln-
formation about her hmﬂy. .
letter also went unanswered d~
unreturned, 15

Eight years ago, her younxul
davghter, Debblo Eggert, 27 of Unt
fon Lake began to search for her
mother’s family through the Rei
Croaund the Salvatlon Army. ,;

“I gave up qulte 2 few years 8go.
Even when Debblo started Jookingd
dldw't think she'd find anybody.” -y

During Thanksgiving dinner %t
Eggert’s home, Kulka took photos df
hcr children and grandchildren %
send to her pewly found family.
“Somehow,” she sald, “your mou
arestill there.”
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