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Stereotypes cloud own Vi

TO THE EXTENT to which we
stay within our own clrcles of con-
tact we fail to sce the whole world, 1
learned thls as a vislter told me of
llfe in her own nation, Czechostova.
kia. A year ago I vislted the third
central European nation. I had told
my san what to expect when he visit-
ed Czechoslovakia,

“Qur fricnds wlill not have a car,”"
1 sald. I was wrong. Almost every
famlly has a car. “There Is hardly
anything you are allowed to bring
into this country,” I added. I was
wrong. One may have to pay a cus-
toms duty, but outslde of policical
matter, almost anthing can be im-
ported into the country.

I was surprised at my stereotype
of life in Czechoslovakla, I had vislt-
ed there three times, but things have
changed. In a subtle way we arc giv-
cn the impression that all is stitl the
same In Eastern Europe as It was
under Stalln. Our impresslons do not
allow for change or progress among
natlons In the sphere of the Soviet

Cities may
regulate
video pariors

A home rule clty may llcense vi-
deo game parlors and prohiblt 16-18.
year-olds from usling them, Attorney
General Frank J. Kelley has ruled.

A city also may regulate the hours
of the day when minors may patron-
jze video parlors and charge rcason-
able lteense fees, he sald,

In an opinlon requested by state
Rep. Donald Van Singel, R-Grant,
Kelley told the west Michlgan
Jawmaker a state Court of Appents
decislon in a Warren case clearly up-
held the authorlty of cities to regu-
late vldeo game establishments.

On the key questlon of whether clt-
les may make vldeo parlors off-lim-
Its to certain age groups, Kelley said
yes — that such a local ordinance
would not violate state civil rights
laws. He wrote:

“The Elliotl-Larsen Clvil Rights
Act prohiblts a denial of the usc and

of public d:
tlons, based upon age, except where
the denial Is permitted by law.”" The
word “law” Includes city ordinances.

Age regulations deslgned to pro-
tect children ave not arbltrary, he
sald.

)

moral perspectives

Rev. David Strong

Unlon, Likewise in the mind of man ¢
aver there, Detroit is a violent, terrl-
ble place. We are both wrong.

Americans by and large do not
travel to Europe. This IS another sur-
prising fact shared ‘#ith me by my
Czechoslovaklan visltor. “Guess how
many Amerlcans currently have
passporis?" she said. The answer ls
19 mllllon Americans less (han 10
pereent.

WHY DO we belleve that we have
an accurate vlew of the world? How
is It that we Americans belleve that
we have o balanced perspective?
Does 1t not begin with the Impression
that truth and accuracy wlil result
with a free press, We subseribe to a
magazine, World Press in Review,

‘Thls journal gives us brief lmpres-
slons of how other natlons view cur-
rent evenis through thelr press.
Through reading this magazine I am
constantly reminded that our press
Is as blased as any in the world.

The best way to understand others
In the world is to be involved in peo-
ple-to-people  vislts, 1 remember
mecting a farmer in a small town
who, back in the 1960s, had visited
the Soviet Union with & farmers
group. As an Amcrican farmer he
had talked with Sovlet farmers. In
hls small Amerlcan community, he
had a better understanding of the
world than any person we met there.
However, 1 dlscavered a strange
phenomenon.

People in small town and country
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were often more will-
ing to learn about the world from a
forelgn visitor than were people In
the clty and suburbs. I belleve that
we city folks often “buy"” the media,
We belleve that we know the truth
about the world when in fact we are
often poorly informed. .

I belfeve that we are just around
the corner from the most radleal
change in our perceptions. When sat-
cliite televislon will be avallable
from all over the world to the aver-
age viewer, our understandings will
suddenly grow. Stlll, the best way to
understand the truth about others Is
to talk wlth them in perron.

Qur guest from Czechoslovakia
says, “The most important things
are those which are not sensatlonal.”
1 belleve that this Is correct in re-
gard to our understanding of others.
The greatest oppaortunlty for people-
to-pcople contacts Is through our re-
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liglous connectlons. Through church
and synagogue we can visit others
and correct the blases in our differ-
ent nations. It Is truly an opening
through which God can work to fur-
ther unily among his family here on
carth. .

OQUR OBSESSION with modern
things also leads us astray. We "buy"
the idea that real people are modern.
“It's the real thing” means it Is the
most modern, popular trend. In con-
trast, it is often only with age and
experlence that we can dliscern the
teuth from the bogus.

We are currently passing through
a phase In our natlonal life when we
wonder who s telling the truth. Can
we trust the president or others who
speak for our nation? Only by belng
informed about the world through
sources heyond those in our own
country will we be apt to discern

whether our leaders are grasping
warld realitles.

We arc fortunate that we can casl- !
ly learn about conditions In other™ ™
parts of the world. All that s too of- "
ten lacking [s our desire to know:
Americans, and particulatly faith---*
rooted people here, will provide & !
great benefit for the future if we wiz*'
become aware of the true nature of -+
condltions particularly ameng peo-
ples we offlelally oppose.

Our visitor from Czechoslovakia **
told us of a presentation by a Protes.
tant bishop from China. Some 200. -
spaces ar¢ opened for Chinese Chris: !

sand candidates applied. If we wili
make such contacts and listen we
will flnd that the world i changing.!*
We may be left behind in these !
changes simply because we did noti=
desire to understand.
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