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Mercy chills out,
Salem moves on

By Chrls McCosky
staff writer _~

Let's forget the high-tech coaching
theory for just a sccond, shall we?

All'those Xs and Os are fIne; those
forever varying presses and press
breakers, those well-englneered out
of bounds plays, those cleverly de-
vised offensive and defensive
schemes all have their place.

Hut when you come right down to
it, basketball is as simple as this:
The team that puts the ball inte the
basket the most wins the game.

Wednesday night, in the Class A
quarterfinals at a fam-packed South-
field High School gym, Plymouth Sa-
lem put the ball into the basket more
often than Farmington Hills Mercy.
Thus, Salem won 63-46 and will
mave on to the semifinals Friday at
Grand Valley State College.

“I thought Mercy had a good game
plan tonight,” sald Salem coach Fred
‘Thomann. “They really attacked our
defense. They drove that ball In and
got us in foul trouble real early.
They forced us into dolng something
we don't do a lot of and that's play
zone defense.”

Jessica Handley (white jer-
soy) s boxed in by Mercy's
Jennifer Stosar (No. 50) and
Yvette Malson,

Karcher

Rlck Karcher certalnly made Red-
ford Unicn aware of hls presence
‘Tuesday night.

The 6-5 North Farmington senlor
fed his basketball team to a $4-46
win at RU with a 31-point, 17-re-
bound performance. He outrebound-
ed the entlre RU team 17-16.

“He had one of those nights," sald
North coach Tom Ncgoshian, “Ev-
erything he put up went in."

North needed every ounce of
Karcher's effort as Redford Unfon
stayed within four points for most of
the game.

“They just killed us inslde,” sald
RU coach Tlp Smathers. “We have
some work (o do on that. Karcher I
a fine player and he was getting ex-
cellent positlon inside all night.”

Chuck Howard added eight polnts
for North (£-1).

Cralg Watson scored 10 to pace

- RU(1-1).

—

_girls basketball

SALEM PICKED up six qulck
fouls in the flrst quarter, and Mercy
spent a lot of time at the free throw
line. In the quarter, Salem's Keel

.McBride plcked up three fouls, Jill

Estey and Jessica Handley two each.

“Qur high priorittes in this game
were to break thelr press, contain
their offense reasonably well and get
the ball to the basket to try and get
them into foul treuble,” sald Mcrcy
coach Larry Baker, “Those things
happened.”

But.

Merey was uiterly frosty when it
came to putting the ball into the bas-
ket. In the first quarter the Marlins
made just one of 12 field goal trles.
Tn the half they hit four of 23. At one
point they missed 12 consccutive
shots at the basket. Mercy made 13
of 36 shots in the second half, That's
28 percent on the night.

Salem led 26-15 at the haif. Seven
of the Marlins polnts came off free
throws.

“OUR SCORING producticn was
just miscrable,” Baker said. “We had
some people struggling to find a
groove and establish thelr confl-
dence on the court. Unfortunately,
that didn't happen untll we were too
far behind.”

Sajd Thomann: “We put them in a
situatlon where they had to score
from the perimeter. We're thankful
that they were missing a lot of per-
imeter shots. That was deflnltely a
key factor In this gamo.”

Salem, conversely, had little trou-
ble scoring. The Rocks hit 25 of 43
shots from the floor (58 percent) and
13 of 16 free throws, (Mercy was 10
of 18 from the linc.)

Dena Head led Salem with 25
points. Jessica Handley scored 12,
Kristen Hostynski 10 and JIll Estey
and Kerl McBride each scored elght.
Estey was a key player for Salem.
Her coolness in the face of Mercy's
intense trapplng defense enabled Sa-
lem 1o not only break the press, but
to score casy baskets against Mer-
cy's press.

For Mercy (18-7), Margarct De-

s 31 lifts

Mattla led the way wlth 14 points.
She also played a strong game defen-
sively and on the boards, Jan Her-
berholz scored 13 polnts and Yvette
Maison 12.

MERCY MADE a mini run at Sa-
lem in the openlng stages of the sec-
ond half.

Led by seven quick polnts from
Herberholz, Mercy pulled within
cight, 28-20.

The teams {raded hoops for two
possesslons, With 3:32 left In the
third quarter, Maison hit her first
field goal of the game to pull the
Marlins within six, 32-26.

Hostynskl scored a cruclal basket

for Salem to slow Merey. Then, after
a Mercy miss, Estey dralned a 12-
foot jumper to put the Rocks back up
by 10,
In a time span of nearly four min-
utes (last two minutes of the third
and the first two of the fourth) Salem
outscored Mercy 124,

Merey's minl run proved to be lts
last gasp.

THE VICTORY, aside from send-
ing Salem to the state’s final four for
the first time In its histary, lHted o
huge monkey off its back. Mercy has
ended Salem’s past three seasons.

*“This {cels great,” Thomann sald,
“When you get beat three years In a
row by a team in the state tourna-
ment, you have to continue to chal-
lenge yourself. You have to keep get-
ting better because you know that
Mercy will show up on your schedule
at some time in the state tourna-
ment.”

Said Baker: “I'm proud that we
were able to get this far, And we'll
be pulling for Salem from this point
on. In some ways I think we've
helped contribute to their success
because of the tremendous competi-
tion we've provided for cach other
aver the past three years. [ certamly
don't begrudge them anything.”

‘The Rocks, winners of 24 consecu-
tive games, are 25-1 on the scason.
They will play either Detroit Martin
Luther King or Utica Friday night.

North

basketball

W. BLOOMFIELD 42, HARRIL
SON 36: Farmington Harrison's of-
lense decided to take the second hall
off Tucsday night and it cost the
Hawks a game. .

“1 think our inexperience showed
up tonlght,” Harrison conch Mike
Teachman said, “We just stopped
running our offcnse In the second
haif — and West Bloomfleld played
awlully good defense.”

Harrison led 18-11 at the half, In
the third quarter the Hawks missed
slx consceutive free throws and the
Lakers got back in the game. They
wonlll with a 14-7 fourth-quarter
spurt.

Brad was Harrison's
top gun. He scored 11 polnis, grab-
bed nlne rebounds, blocked eight
shots and altered five other shots,
Chad Burgess added 10 points.

Marty Wolfe led West Bloomficld
(2-0) with 15 polnts, He nalled 5-0f-8
from the {ree throw line in the final
quarter,

Harrison fs 1-1.

WAT. KETTERING 58, FARM.
INGTON 57%: The Falcons simply ran
out of time Tuesday night.

Waterford Kettering bulit up a 17
point lead in 2% quarters, Farming-
ton chipped away and chipped away
at that lead. In the flnal seconds, the
Falcons had one final shot at win-
ning the game, Down 58-57, an 18-
foot Jump shat missed the mark.

Steve Howell scored 24 points to
pace the Falcons (0-2). Brandon Lon-
don added 14, Tim Max{leld scored
16 for Kettering (1-1).

Glenn’s towers topple Glenn

Westtand John Glenn, the Neo, 2
ranked boys basketball team in Ob-
serverland, stood up to Its ranklng
with a seasan-opening 89-57 victory
over host Dearborn Edsel Ford Tues-
day night.

Defensive pressure and  inslde
shoating set the tone for the Rockets
as (hey jumped out to a 21-15 flrat
quarter lead. Andy Grazulls' 22
points paced Glenn, which led 45-27
at the half. The Rockets led 70-38 af-
ter three quarters of play.

Greg Bates added 18 for the
winners while Steve Hawley and
Marcus Lowe pumped [n 15 each,

John Tobin scored 18 for Edsel
Ford which fell to 0-2 on the season,

g

GARDEN _CITY 60, LIVONIA

STEVENSON 59: Jeremy Krol hit both

) bt
enda of & preasure frea thow wilh olne seconds
Teft Tuesdsy 1o 4ift the bost Cougars ta thelr
second vl

Dew seas00.
“We Ted, basically, throughout (he game,’

ald Garden City coach Bob Divopp, went
up 41:39 in the third quarter, but that was thelr
Iy Jead.

“Actually we shouldn't even Bave bees on the
same court wilh them, They're a big, physical
team. We bad the bome court advanlage and
we basically outscrapped them, We stayed with
them the whole game.”

‘The Cougars pulled adead 1310 after the
{irst quartee, only to bave Stevenson cut the
lead 16 2927 by iha half, Aller three quarters

of play the Cougars held a narrow £1-43 edge.

Scott Harvey paced the winners with 13
polnts. Krol finished with 16 and teammate
Nich Bocsziko ndded 11.

Pete Mazzonl led all scorers with 37 polnts
for Slevenson. Exle Johnson added 13 for Lhe
Spattans.

ADRIAN 59, LIVONIA CHURCH-
TLL 56: Ou Tuesday, Scott Riley scored 37
points for Adrian, 13 In the flasl quarter, o
Tead tha visiling Maples Lo victory.

Adiin 150k i o 1 Sl a8 e
oa o I a0d began
dawn tbe clock.

Churchil] was content to play a iough defense
and let the Maples milk the clock. They waaled
to keep Riley from getllog ibe ball, force a
poor shot and regain possezslon of ihe ball or
2end the game Into overilme.

With elght seconds left, Adrian's shot mizsed
Iis target. Rlley was there for rebound,
howerer, and roturned (he ball to 1o hoop wilh
900 second Jeft In the game. He drew a foul on
the shot and aced the free throw giving bla
teama three-polat vitory.

Jdohn Knitlel sct the pace for Lhe Chargers
with 17 polnts snd eight rebounds, firad Wylle
2dded 16 and Mark Beebe chipped tn wilh 11
for Chutehlll.

On Friday, In its season opener, Churchil)
was bushwacked by Dearborn 85.53.

Sieve Moore controlied the game for ibe
Pioocers meshing (n 31 polnls and haullng
down 12 rel 3

Drian O'Leary led Churchill with 24 polats.

ST, AGATHA 59, HOLY
REDEEMER 41: Redford St Agatha
ntormed ocut to & 33-14 balitime lead and pever
locked back In earnlng a season-opening victo-
ry Tueaday over host Detroit Holy Redeemer,

Kevin Foulkes led all acorers ia the gume
wiih 14 polnts. Kevin Rich added 12 for the

Aggies.
Mloly n:‘:}«mer was paced by Jerry Stepp

wilh ™

misHOP BORGESS 74, BED-
FORD 46: fledtord Blbop Dotgess, the
area’s top-ranked team, Improved (o 2.0 on the
season wilh this easy victory over the Temper-
ance-Bedlord Mules.

‘The Spactans breezed 1o & 2310 advantage
atter the first quarter and pot tha game out of
reach with a 12-) spurt In the . .

‘Cordel] Nobinson netted 30 polats n & wio-
niog effort for Borgess, Partiad llickman ndd-
& 17 polnts and 13 rebounds while Kevin Van
Mook chipped In 10.

Mike Stevenson scored 10t pace the Mules.
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‘phatos Ly RANDY BORST/stalf photographer

Dena Head and Mercy'a Jan Herberholz (No,

Class A quartertinals Wednesday. Head fed
42) collide during Salen's 63-46 win in the

Salem with 25 polnta.

Introducing Michigan’s
- Newest Cadillac Dealer...
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1987 Sedan DoVille

We are commited to serving you
with the convenience and care you deserve.
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