Mercy’s Kirkland
quits after dispute

By Chris McCooky
stall wrlter

Bab Kirkland, the man who built
the Farmington Hills Merey cross
country and track programs and
molded them inte consistent
winners, has reslgned in the wake of
a dispute wlith the school’s adminis-
(ration.

“I guess I'm very huet, I started
the program, and I've been there for
12 years,” Kirkland sald. "I was
looklng for some commitment from
the adminlstration, and It just wasn't
there,”

According to both Kirkland and
two school officlals, Kirkland Issued
an ultimatum to the administratlon,
He wanted bath & raisc in pay and an
adjustment In the school's sccurity
policy to allow his runners some ad-
ditlonal hall space to run (n during
the winter months, If those requests
weren't met, he would resign.

HIs requests weren't met.,

KIRKLAND WAS angry that first-
year swim coach Paul Schreeder
was glven a starting salary of
$1,500, Kickland was pald $1,000 to
coach cross country and another
$1,200 to coach track and fleld.

Mercy athletle director Ellen Sek-
crak explalned the situation thls
way: “There are just so many fac-
tors involved here. There are many
reasons why the swim coach was
pald what ke was, and it Is nohody's
business except the school's and
Paul's.

“No, 1, there was $1,500 In the
swim budget for a coach, We were
trying to hirc an asslstant swim
coach, and the assistant would have
been paid out of that $1,500. It
turned out that we couldn’t find an
asslstant, and 1 didn't want to lose
the money we had in the budget.”

Sckerak also satd there was a dif-
ference in the responsibilitles of a
swim coach as compared with a
cross country coach. The swim sea-
son runs from late August through
Dec. 4. Swim coaches also hold prac-

llce sesslons twice a day, before
school and after school, throughout
the season. The cross country season
begins in late August and runs
through Nov. 1.

BOTH SEKERAK and associate
ptincipal Wil Gervais sald that the
salary structure for coaches at Mer-
cy needs revising,

“We are looking Into the salary
struclure right now,” Gervais said.
“It needs to be reworked.”

Sald Sekerak: “We know our struc-
ture isn't perfect right now. The
scale needs to be revamped, no ques-
tion about it. We have been working
on a more equltable plan.”

As for the bullding security pollcy:
As a securlty precaution, certaln
hallways wlithin the school are
chalned off after 4:30 p.m. Because
there Is no track at Merey, Kirkland
often used those halls to tealn hls
tcams. He wanted a key to unlock
the hallways.

The administration chose not to
alter its sceurity policy.

ALTHOUGH NEITHER Sckerak
nor Gervals would get specific, both
sald there were other factors In-
volved in accepting Kirkland's resig-
nation.

“He came In with an ultimatum
and his demands weren't met,” Sek-
erak safd. “It's not always a good
tactic to put demands on people, to
pin people to the wall.”

Kirkland agreed that he has had a
history of ruffling the adminlstra-
tlon's feathers, He has been an out-
spoken critle of what he percelves as
the school’s tendency to bulld up the
ultra-successful basketball program
at the cxpense of all other athletle
programs at Mercy.

“They kept telling me that there
were other things Invelved, but they
would never tell me what the ‘other’
things were,” Kirkland sald. “I know
I am not the moest diptomatic persen
In the world. I mean, I have gone to
them many times with my com-
plalnts. I'm still reeling from alt
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thls, and I'm not ready to handle the
emotional side of It. I'm upsct at
Merey. I feel like there must have
heen somebody’s toes that 1 have
stepped on.”

ACCORDING TO Gervals, the ad-
ministration had made a concerted
cffort to cstablish a totnl athletic
program at Merey,

“That's part of the reason we
hired Ellen Sckerak (the school’s
first full-tlme athletic director),”
Gervais sald, “We had a meeting
with all of the teams last fall. We
told the kids that we were sorry 1f
we had placed cross country and
track and some of the other sparts
on the back burner,

“We told them our plans to bulld a
strong athletle program at Mercy.
We made plans to hold special pep
rallies for the other sports and things
of that nature. But at the same time,
we dldn't want to detract from a
program lke the basketball pro-
gram, which brings the school so
much posilive publlcity and school
pride.”

Apparently, Kirkland first ap-
proached the administration three
weeks ago, After his requests were
denied and his resignation was m:-
cepted, he asked to be
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Pioneer officials fear worst
in cross country eligibility case

By Chrls McCosky
slaff writer

Ploncer at the state meet Nov. L,
Brownlee released his statement

g

Assistant superintendent of Ann
Arbor public schools Witey Brown-
1ce sald Wednesday he had “reason
to believe that onc of our students
may have been Ineligible” when
they ran cross country for state
Class A champlon Ann Arbor Plo-
neer last fall.

Brownlee, as a Icgal precaution,
would not release the name of the
student In questlon. But sources
close (o the sltuation verlfled that
the student was former Plymouth
Canton runner Rachel Mann,

Mann, who ran track at Canton
last spring, transferred to Ann Ar-
bor Pioneer prior to the fatl season.
She was the fifth best runner for

alter meeting with
Larry Dl.\hmnn and several mem-
bers of the Ann Arbor administra-
tion, Including Pioneer principal
Milo White. Dishman, the district's
coordlnator of athletles and a su.
pervisor within the clty's parks and
recreation department, recently
completed an in-house Investiga-
tlon of the Ploncer cross couniry
program.

Brownlee sald he would be for-
warding the Informatlon to the
Michigan High School Athletle As-
soclation and asking for further
guldance on the matter,

FRED SIBLE, an assistant direc-
tor with the MHSAA, safd that if

Mann was officlally declared ineli-
gible, Ploneer would have to va-
cate its state champlonship, The
title would remaln vacant,

"We have talked on the phone
{with, Ploncer) 1 don’t know how

many times,” Sible sald. "We are |,

waitlng for them to submit some-
thing In writing."

Sible said that if Mann moved |

{from Canton to the Ploncer district

over the summer she would be eli- |

glble under the state rules.

Brownlee sald the school district -
wlll contlnue to gather facts from
“the person In question” and from
cross country coach Bryan West.
fleld, He plany to send written dala
to the MHSAA wlthin the next two
weeks,
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