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Here’s

NSUNG HEROES,
Sounds funny. It scems
to Imply that there are he-

Toes people aing about.
Tell you what: If I ever sang a song
about a hero, the guy would probably
aue me for defamation of character.
But there are sports figures out
there who deserve notice. Who de-
serve attention. Who desceve to be
sung about.
And I'm just the guy to name thelr
tune,
Granted, some of the subjects of
thls ballad would rather not be. Such
- modesty is fust one more Impressive
element in thelr character,
here goes: an OXE Llisting of
fall's unsung heroes, listed by sport,
FOOTBALL — So many cholees,
but one that really deserves the title:

Ryan O'Rourke, a junlor at Troy.
What an athlete. He plays one half of
football for the Colis in a game that
was already a rout when he made his
appearance, and elght weeks later
his name was still in the nows.

All sorts of players are labeled
“franchlse” or “the key," as i{ their
teams couldn't win without them.
But O'Rourke did more off the ficld
to affect Troy's football fortuncs
than most of hls teammates did on it
All thls from & kid who transferred
out of Blrmingham Brother Rlce,
which led to a lawsuit and all sorts
of other football fun.

SOCCER — Got to go for a name
player here, And what better soccer
name ls there than Ya Mok? Detrac-
tors often claim that soccer is a

lcy St. Mary’s dumped

What started out with such
promise has suddenly soured.

St. Mary’s College of Orchard
Lake won six of its flrst seven games
this basketball scason, But then
came a ninc-game stretch of games
against teams like Ball State, East-

Lance Davis (12, including three-of-
four three-pointers), they pulled
back to within a polnt with seven
minutes lft.

On thelr next possession, Jon Bow
was whistled for an offensive foul
and SVSC reassumed command,

e of Detroit,
Saglnaw Valley State, Narthwood In-
stitute, Gakland University, ete.

The result Is probably not too sur-
prising. SMC has lost four stralght,
the last two at EMU Saturday and at
SVSC Monday.

The one element lacking in each of
the last two Eagle defeats was shoots
ing. In Monday’s 76-70 loss at SVSC,
SMC hit just 41,9 pereent of its floor
shots (26-0f-62). The Cardinals, by
comparison, canned 58 percent of
thelr shots (28-0f-50).

In Saturday’s 77-68 loss at EMU,
the Eagles hit 21-0f-54, just 38.9 per-
cent, The Hurons made 24-0f-48, 50
percent, .

WHEN A TEAM that relics on its

* outslde shooting s missing, victories
are hard to come by, Oddly enough,
SMC's three-point shots have been
falling. The Eagles made ninc-of-14
against SVSC and six-of+11 vs, EMU
for a combined 80 percent.

In the loss to the Cardinals, SMC
started slugglshly and trailed 34-25
at the half, The Eagles regrouped
and, behind the scorlng of guards
Greg Spraggins (13 polnts) and

ly building an 11-point bulge
with a minute left.

Bow finished with I3 points and
TIm Morton came off the bench lo
score 10, Robert Goggins' 24 points
led SVSC, Phillip Miller contributed
20 and 10 rebounds,

IN THE LOSS at EMU, the Eagles
trailed 34-28 at the half before pull-
ing to within 57-56 with seven min-
utes left. But Spraggins missed a
jumper and the Hurons' Rick Har-
desty sank a three-polnt shot, and
the Eagles never got closer than four
again.

The loss cast a shadow on a flne
game by Bow, who hit eight-of-13,
scoring 20 polnts and grabblng i1 re-
bounds, Spraggins had 14 and Jim
Butcher netted nlne {on three-of-four
three-pointers).

Mike McKaskill, from Southficld,
paced EMU with 19 polnts. Lewls
Scott scored 15 and nabbed seven re-
bounds, Hardesty scored 14 and
dished out six assists, and Brad
Soucle chipped in 11 polnts,

SMC, now 6-5, plays at U-D at 7:3¢
p.m. Thursday, then returns home to
host OU at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

game played by forelgners, and
that's why it can’t get a followlng in
this country. Well, this all-Eccentric
sophomore forward (21 goals, 13 as-
slsts) from Southtleld puts that claim
to shame with his hall-of-fame
name. Ya Mok! N

Honorable mention for best
soccer name: Oakland University's
Ender Iblsoglu and Gray Halzel (the
lnu)cr sounds like a conflict In col-
ors).

SWIMMING — There arc a lot of
high school sporis where coaching ls
more erganlzing than actually teach-
Ing {go} and tennls, for example),
‘That isn't the case in swimming, and
exceptional coaching was one very
big factor in Livonla Stevenson's su-
perb showing at last weekend's state
finals.

So thls well-earned, pat-on-the-
back goes to the coach who guided
the Spartans to their third-place tin-
Ish: Doug Buckler,

What a fob he did. And what's
more amazing [s that he sttt found
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to our heroes forever unsung

it was Coleman who

time for other
{aced a tough challenge from North
Farmington for the Western Lakes'
title, and the very week of the league
meet Buckler was up north deer
hunting. Strange tatics, but he knew
what he was dolng — the Spartans
won easlly.

GOLF — This Is & personal
cholee, and since this Is a purely sub-
Jjective listing, 1t flts right in, Erlea
Zonder of North Farmington. OK, s0
glrls golf is a springtime aport. But
Zonder bucked that trend by playing
for North's'boys team, And playing
well; she was conslstently among the
top flve scarers on a very good Raid-
et team.

But what Impressed me was her
intensc attitude. She played her first-
ever OLE women's tournament last
August and had a two-under-par 34
after nine holes. But her game and
slx-stroke lcad deserted her over the
back nine, She shot a 43 and finished
second with 77,

She handled her bitter disappoint-
ment llke any flercely competitive
golfer would. “Thal’s the way it
goces," she remarked with a shrug.

QUTDOORS — Thls belongs to a
man who bhas single-handedly rewrit-
ten the laws governing huating and
fishing: Coleman Young. That's
right, his henor the mayor.

boasted {o the medla about the fish
he caught and then laughed when
asked If he kiad a Ucense, And It was
Coleman who refused to take guns
out of the hands of Detrolters be-
cause they need them for protectlon
from the great white suburbanlte
hunters, who are tralned to use auto-
matic weapons by the Ku Klux Klan
on weekend excurslons into the
woods,

The man obviously has a firm
grasp on problems [acing outdoors-
men everywhére, N

TENNIS — History can be crucl
even to the best of athletes. Winners
are remembered, Who finishes see-
ond Is quickly forgotten, Bloomfield
Hllls Lahser unfortunately belongs
tothe lalter,

The Knights’ four singles players
all reached their Class A match fl-
nals, Two (No. 3 Nicole Ashare and
No. 4 Beth Routh) won titles, And
their No. 1 doubles team made It to
the semiflnals, Stll), Lahser couldn't
win. The Knlghts'finlshed second by
a palnt to perennial champ Grosse
Pointe South. It was the sccond-
strafght year Lahser came home
with the runners-up trophy.

CROSS COUNTRY — Geez, ap-
other coach has to be honored here,
And what better name than that of
Bryan Westtleld of state champlon
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— for now, anyway — Ann Arbor Pl
oneer. —
Westfleld did what any coach with
a team bordering on greatness would -»
have dome: He went after the last ~

plece of the puzzle, That plece bap-
pened to be Rachel Mann, formerly
of Plymouth Canton, Mann trained
with Westfield's Ann Arbor Track. -
Club last summer, then she and her
father moved In with another Ann
Arber family.

She competed with Ploncer this
season (ignoring an MHSAA rule re-
gardlng transfers) and was the
team's (lfth-best runner, placlng '}
58th at the atate finals, If Mann's eli- .
gibllity holds up, then Westfield wil]
have brought new luster to thee
cliche, “Wif at any cost.”

N

GIRLS BASKETBALL — This
goes to all the glrls who have vall-
antly tolled at Farmington Harrisen.
The Hawks have a streak golng; un- ..
fortunately, it's one in futility, They -,
haven't won a game slnce Alice
Short finished her carcer, something
like 81 losses in a row. Short, by the |
way, Is returning {or her senlor sea-
son at Northern Mlchigan, which she
led in scoring last year, o

Rebullding o program Is never !
casy, but my hat's off to any girls ..
who can stick with a season full of

after :

ment.
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