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Compositions, artistry go well together

Wind cnsembles are not as popu-
lar as string quartcts. One reason is
the more Itmited repertolre. Anoth-
er, itself the cause of reason No. 1, is
that the sound of a wind ensemble
unsupported by other Instruments s
to many cars less complete than that
of a string ensemble.

Thus, it takes more for wind en-
sembles to survive than more popu-
lar tnstrumental groups. Determina-
tlon s important, of course. And for
long term success, these muslclans
need to have a tremendous amount
of skill as well as talent,

The Festival Winds are such a
group. Having been In cxistence
since 1958 Is commendable. Not all
of the members are original ones,
Judging by a recenl appearance at

Orchesra Hall, this group and Its
tong tradition are likely to continue.
Their program was part of the
Chamber Musie Socicty of Detroit
(CMS) scrics.

Four of the nlne members of the
group performed - Melvin Kaptan,
cboe, Anand Devendra, clarinct, Ar-
thur Welsberg, basson and Sharon
Moe, horn. They were jolned by pla-
nlst Mcnahem Pressler, a member
of the Beaux Arts Trlo which played
here carlicr on the same series.

Compositlons by Mozart and Bee-
thoven assured the quality content.
‘This plus the artistry of the musi-
clans made this a most attractlve
cvent.

The program conslsted of two pi-
ano sonatas and (wo quintets for pli-

ano and winds, divided equally be-
tween the composers, Each portlon
of the program consisted of a sonata
and a quiniet, Ln that order.

Mozart’s Sonata In A Major, K.
331, has been popularized thraugh its
last movement, Ronda Alla Turca,
atso known as the Turkish march.
‘The first movement, a set of varla-
tions on a famillar theme, was also
used by Reger for hls set of orches-

tral variatlons a wark playcd by the
Detrolt Sympheny the next day.

Presster's performance of this
sonala was dellghtful and remark-
able with his dellcate touch. My only
misglving was that Pressler played
ihe work with all the repeats, which
tended to stretch the vartations to a
{edlous length, even with his abillty
to make every note enjoyable.

Beethoven’s Sonata Qp. 110 in A
Flat Major, the penultimate of hls 32
sonatas, Is one of the most monu-
menta) structures of fts kind. Here
Pressler, primarily recognized for
his llght and bouncy touch, was falth-
ful to the late Becthoven style. He
dug deeply Into the masslve texture
of the musle, In the fugue of the last
movement, there was the right bal-
ance between the style of the ba.
roque form and the added Bectho-
venlan wrinkle.

The two qulntets, Bethoven's Op.
16 and Mozart’s K. 452, are the only
works of thls partlcular instrumen-
tal combinatlon In the standard rep-
ertolre, Pressler's communicatlon
with the musicians was characteris-
tle of his chamber style. It is highly

visible rather than subtle and Is oc-
caslonally critlelzed,

* However, It Is polntless to quibble
wlith minotr aspects of stage appear-
ance when the resulls are so
overwhelmingly cffective.

With few exceptlons, there was a
sense of balance and unity. The Bee.
thoven quintet projected youth and
exuberance, but not immaturity.

Mozart’s work is one of hls mature
composltions, even though he was
approximalely the same age as Bee-
thoven when he wrote this work,
Such maturity was reflected in the
performance without violating its
stylistic context.

The Chamber Musle Soclety series
wiil contitue with the Isracl Sinfon-
ielta on Wednesday, Jan. 28,

Sainon concludes his DSQO appearance in style

Guest conductor Esa-Pekka Salo-
nen concluded bis second and final
week with the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra, The 28-year-old maestro
made hls mark on muslclans and lis-
teners alike,

Two of the three works on this
program  are seldom performed.
These are the Varjations and the
Fugue on a Theme by Mozart, writ-
ten by Max Regar and the Plano
Concerto by Hindemlith, Men-
delssohn’s Symphony No, 4 “Itallan”

marked the return to more famillar
orbit.

Of the first two, Reget's Is the
more familiar, belng bascd on Mo-
zart’s theme for his Sonata K. 331,
whlch was performed just a day ear-
ller by Menahem Pressler at Orches-
tra Hall (see scparate review).

Up to then, T found the Reger work
to be cxcesstvely gloomy and
averbearlng, judging by the recorded
verslons I've heard. Salonen's Invig-
oratlng approach brought life and

breath to this work. While It st}
couldn't match Elgar's “Enigma”
Variations, this perfermance put this
scldom played composer In a more
favorable light.

The plano concerto by Hindemith
received Its first DSO performance,
Pianist Walter Klien, recognized Mo-
zart interpreter, was the solalst. Hin-
demith was ene of Kilen's teachers,
which may explain his affinlty for
this neglected work.

Even though Hindemath Isn't one
of my favorite composers of thls
century, this perfermance made it

impossible to dismiss this work as
insigniflcant.

Klien's performance went beyond
being technleally correct and metl-
culous. It was impossible to be a pas-
slve listener, This was especially
true in the last movement, which
could drlve a docile audlence into 2
frenzy.

Mecndelssohn’s “llnllnn” Sympho-

times Jiterally teaving the woodwind
players breathless. This, however,
seemed a small price for the results
achleved. Between these move-
ments, the other emational extreme
was reached in the expressive slow
mavement and the clegant third
movement.

Salonen, who may stitl betray his
youth with his many, sometimes ex-

ny, anc of the mos per-
formed works In thc rcpcrluirc, is
scldom played with so much vitality.
he tempo of the outer move-
ments was on the fast slde, some- ,

cessive on the podium,
demonstrated a full, mature, artistle

grasp during his two weeks here.

He managed to meet the challenge
of making & success of programs
that couldn’t coast home on their
musijcal content alone, Salonen's ap-
proach may seem flambouyant and
spontaneous, but underncath {3 a
high degree of artlstic comprehen-
slon and discipline. These qualltles
are llkely to show up more sirongly
In the future.
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chestra Hall. Each program features
the music of Elgar, Vaughn Wil.
llams, Britten and Delius,

Hickox is associate conducter of
the London Symphony Orchestra, di-
rector of the'London Symphony Cho-
rus, musleal director of the City of
London Sinfonia, and artistlc direc-
tor of the Northern Sinfonia of Eng-
land. He Is principal guest conductor
with orchestras In Europe and the
United States.

Joining Maestro Hickox and the
Orchestra in Britten’s “Nocturne”

“Flos Campi” wlll be the Delroit
Symphony Chorale, Eric Freudig-
man, director, and Alexander Mish-
naevsky, the newly announced prin-
cipal violist of the Detrolt Sympho-

ny.

In Elgar's Introduction and Alte-
gro for Strings, the Orchestra’s four
strlng section Jeaders - Gerdon
Staples, concertmaster, Geoffrey
Applegate, principal second violin,
Alexander Mishnaevsky, principal
violist, Italo Bablni, principal cellist
« will be featured. For ticket infor-
mation, call 567-1400.

WMoY’

JAPANESE and CHINESE
nonmumn!

* Hot Dinner Bulfet

NOW : SERVING: SZECHUAN: AND MANDARIN' FQOD.
CaRAv.OLTS  GmmeIalunch 1 Jnn:ﬁf&“&kxgﬁs}'a—g

L River House Restaurant
"§ New Year’s Eve Party & Dinner |
. $19.87 per person total i
x Includas all this: ]

:’;‘ » Orienla) Stir Fry Chicken » Seafcod Casserole
: « Bread « Polatoes « Vegelables « Collee » Tea « Milk ;
3 5 p.m.~10 p.nt.

« Carved Roast 8eef

Midnight Champagne Toast
Open Bar including Well Brands & Draft Beer .|

33

Music & D. il
Dinner Buffet only (No Cockmlls)

1431 ]

Dcora Open at 5 p.m.

25241 Grand River
at 7 Milo » Redford Twp.
2-4846

Pleaso Call 592-4646 .\

- GREAT FOOD - GREAT PRICES
123619 FARMINGTON RD
»Just South of Grand River

.477-0099 ¢ ' -

NOWTA IXING RESERVATIONS FOR vour
- CHRISWASPANM

ak higgcer when you hn\‘v
52

tulled, Y

wh vor well |||m.-
l: ms \\Ilh an l)lmlur & Eccentriv

nancira 4 enTERTANRENT
ow‘ ‘P
FAMILY DINING

Lruan
SORRY NO DISCOUNTS APPLY:
tl |} DINNER.FOR 2 }

fuench

We cordially

P i * . .Cholce of:
q nvite you Tenderlotn Steak -
%NE\\‘(}J;;EZJR%HEVE O Broiled Boston Scrod.
% CELEBRATION S chicken Cacclatore
b Starting ANl above’ include soup, tossed
00 tarzing at salad, -broad and butter, frosh
3 10 P.M. @ gnrl(l: sticks, potalo or pasta -
*60 Per Person 95
O Includes: LS $ 1 1
. lo)inn:lr‘- o il Cozpon Gaed ted Deiembed 10180
« Open Bar
OO « Dreakfast 0 st so‘f.?nag?%"ﬂ.ﬁ“r'{m
* Party Favors ORD
v 5370740

 Taxes & Tips

MARE RESERVATIONS G
. EARLY!

27770 Plymouth
144 Biks. W, ol inkstor Ro J

LIVONIA
Q 427-1000

SAT. DOC ALEXANDER
& HIS NEW ORLEANS
JAZZ & DANCE BAND

THURS. & FRI. CHYPS POP 40

"Gala New Year’s Eve Party

7:30P.M. -

2:30 A.M.
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. Fabulous Buffet also includes Soup
" du Jour, Potato, Vegetable, Garden
Fresh Salads, Fresh Rolls and Assorted Desserts.

Bring the Family for the
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WEDNESDAY
NIGHT
ENJOY

459-4500

SUNDAY NIGHT
MOVIES
FREE ADMISSION

25¢ Popcorn

Showtime 7:00 p.m. in the
Jolly Miller Lounge

at the

NOW SHOWING

Plymouth Hilton Im:

14707 Northvllle Rd.
at Flvu M[Io Plymou\h

MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL |/

FREE ADMISSION

Featuring Pltcher Beer Speclals
Pre-Game Kick Off 7:00 p.m.




