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Good things can come in small packages

INCE THIS Is the time of year
that we all start thinking
about presents and packages,
1 would lke to talk about

packages toc — small packages.

‘The first thing that comes to mind

_Is the TV remote channel selector.

We live In Livonia and enjoy the
many channels avallable on cable
‘TV. That remotc sclector is what I
call a “too-smail package.”

Now, I am sure that many dollars
worth of technology were spent in
making that selector as compact as
it is, But I wish It was about six inch~
c$ 2quarc, welighed two pounds and
was palnted fluorescent orange.
Why? Because as soon as we atl nes-
tle down to watch TV, someone will
say “Where's the changer?” prompt-
ing us to jump in unison and start
pulling cushions off the furnlture
1ooking for the *‘too-small changer.”

FOR MOST OF 1986, that little
changer has been lost inside our fur.
niture, under throw plllows, once in
a tennts shoe, flve times on top of the
refrigerator, three times in the fami-
ly car, once in someone's robe pock-
et in with Lego blocks, under a box
of Pac-Man cercal — and I could go
on and on.

Upshot of all is that as long as
there are familles like mine, there
will always be a need for a lwo-
pound changer,

But there are some great new lit-
tle packages this year that make
great glfts for artlst,

There's the Ralnbow Colar Mixing
Guide, for instance. It's a little color
wheel casily recognizable by a little
“elf as its logo. At $7.50, It scems to
be over-priced. But upon using Lt and
reading its informatfon, I found that
it can produce 40,000 dlfferent col-
ors. It even tells you what percen-
tages of cach primary are used to
produce the color you select. For x-
ample, “three parts whlite, seven
parts color — 70 percent yellow, 20
percent blue and 10 percent black."

Next on the small package st Is
Derwent  Pencil Tins. Derwent
graphite pencils come In small flat
lttle tins arranged In three sots ac-
cording to hardness: "Draughtsman
Set” 9H-B, “Deslgner Sct” 6B-4H
and the "Sketching Set” 9B-H. The
pencils are palnted matte black and
do not slip in your sweaty little artist
fingers. Priced at $6.50 for a 12-pen-
cll set, you can't beat them,

PENTALICS NEW “Paper for
Pens" Is 2 small pad of

artifacts
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smooth pure white paper made ex-
pressly for pens, tech pens and felt-
tip pens priced around $4.50 per 9-
by-12-inch pad. It is a real treat for
an artist’s quick line drawing.

Standrite has o new lttle cascl
that Is so strong you park a car on it
— granted maybe a small car, This
mighty little model is about three
feet wall, Is a great table easel and a
niee carrier/hodder for wet oils. It's
called the *180" and It sells for $25.

The ultimate perfect gift for an
artist is the smallest of the smalt
packages I have mentloned here, It
guarantees the glver that their art-
ist/loved one ls getting exactly what
they want. And that is, of course, the
ever-famous gift certlficate.

Christmas time Is also the best
time to indulge in a box of over-

priced too  exp

knlckknacks or showy llttle sundries
that you would never buy any other
time of the year.

For me, that kind of item is a
three-lnch badger fan blender, 1 sald,
“I will probably never use it {al-
though I do) but it looks so artsy In
there with my other brushes” — and
it does. So I spent $16 for purely rea-
sons of artistic vanity — hig deal.
1t’s Christmas time tsn't it?

David Messing has been an art
teacher for 10 ycars, He is the
owner of Art Store and More in
Livonia and Plymouth, He wel.
comes comments and questions
Jrom readers. These can be di-
rected to him in care of this news-
paper, at 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia 48150.

briefly speaking

Northern’s Nutcracker

Heather Stants |a the Sugar Plum Fairy and Jim Duncan is
the cavalier in the Nutcrackor Ballet to be parformed by
the Northern Ballet Theater this weekend In Plymouth So-
lem High Schoo) auditorium. Saturday's periormance will
be at 8 p.m. and Sunday's will be at 2 p.m. Tickete are $7
for adults and $5 for senlor citizons and childron under 12,
For further information, call 455- 7870,

©® NEW BaB DIRECTORY

A greatly expanded “Bed and
Breakfast North America,” pub-
lished by Betsy Ross Publications
and written by Norma Stephens Bu-
zan, is avatlable by contacting the
publishing house at 3057 Betsy Ross
Drive, Bloomfleld Hills 48013. The

book sells for $13.95, 5.

@ THINK SPRING

Makielski Berry Farms and Nur-
sery announce the release of Its
Spring 1987 small fruit plant cata-
log. The 24-page catalog features
such sweeties as Chester thornless
blackberry and cherry red currant,
both [deal for home gardeners as
well as wers. A free

po:
tage and handling. Michigan resl-
dents should add 4 percent sales tax,

‘The directery, In its fourth edition,
has been expanded to Include a com-
prehenslve lsting of small inns,
guesthouses and reservation services
with access to more than 10,000 ac-
commodations in the US,, Canada,
U.S. Virgin Islands and Jamaiea.,

Highlightlog the listings are
warm, conversational and informa-
tlve descriptions written by Buzan
who has personally visited or con-
tacted each B&B Inn and reservation
Included In her guldebook,

One of the sections most helpful to
new B7B travelers s titled: “They've
Been There ... and They Say,”
which features comments from peo-
ple who have stayed at speciflc (nns.
Often mentioned are the speclal
touches and extra nicetles provided
by the hosts,

gra
catalog may be obtained by calling
§72-0060 or writlng: Maklelskl Berry
Farms and Nursery, 7130 PR Platt
Road, Ypstilanti 48197,

® ELECTED PRESIDENT

Anne-Jane Harblson of Westland
has been elected the first president
of the P. Buckley Moss Soclety. The
soclety has been formed to foster
awareness and enjoyment of the art
of P. Buckley Moss and to support
her artistic endeavors.

Moss uses her unlque and appeal-
ing style of painting to depict scenes
of the Amish and Mennonite peaples.
For more informatton on the nation-
al soclety, call Harbison at 721-9198.

® NEW BOARD MEMBER
Concerned Clttzens for the Arts in

Michigan has elected 11 new mem-

bers of the board of dlrectors. In-

cluded are Louis Redstone of Livo-
nla and Marlowe Belanger of South.
field,

® ROWENS' COLLECTIONS

Fans of Marllyn Rowens will be
happy to learn that the Livonia resi-
dents has published her fourth car-
toon collection, titled “Beyond the
Middle Years.”

For the last years, Rowens has
worked as a volunteer with the eld-
erly in the metropolitan area, Some
of her experlences with the elderly
are reflected in her philosophle cap-
tlons and delightiul stick flgures.

The cartoon book is avallable at
Borders Book Store and Pages and
Pages in Tally Hall. It can be or-
dered by mail from Mint-Lectures
Press, 28650 Fargo, Livonia 48152,

® HISTORIC HOME TOUR

On Sunday, Dec. 21, the 12th Annu-
al Historic Boston-Edison Holiday
Home Tour will be held. Tours will
be frem 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. with shut-
tle bus departures from Sacred
Heart Seminary, at Chicago Boule-
vard and Linweed Avenue every 30
minutes.

The combinatlon walking and bus

tour will take participants back to
the turn of the century to view the
fine exterjor and interior residential
architecture of the early 19003, Resi-
dent tour guldes wili accompany
groups throughout, providing inter-
esting historles of the five houses in-
cluded on the lour. Tickets are §8 by
advance sale only. Mall checks to
Historlc Boston-Edison Holiday
Home Tour, P.0. Box 06666, Detrolt
48206. For more information, eall
358-4590,
® OCC CHORALE

The Oakland Community College
Charale, under the dlrection of Larry
Simmons, wlll perform a varlety of
hollday seclections at the Qrchard
Ridge Campus at 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 16 in the Smith Performing
Arts Theater,

@ STUDENT PHOTOGRAPHY

Student photography, featuring
black and white phatos, will be on
display Dec. 9-16 in the Madonna
College exhibit gallery, Livonla. Gals
lery hours are 9 a.m, to 9 p.m. Mon-
day threugh Friday; 1-4 p.m. on Sat-
urday and Sunday. Admisslon Is free,
Madonna is at I-96 and Levan, Llvo-
nla,
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CLASSIC WEST BLOOMFIELD COLONIAL
Four large bedrooms In this home, close to schools. Very handsome
home in & very desirable neighborhood. tat floor laundry, finithed
rec room, sttached garsge, Pegged oak floor In family roowm, lovely
brick fireplace, $139,000 (H-$51) 3406777

LAKEFRONT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST
Srunniag contemporary 4.000 square foot bome oa HOLLY LAKE
just REDUCED far IMMEDIATE SALE! This home was fesrured in
Better Homes & Gardens magasise and offers a “One Of A Kind”
master bedroom suite. Must be seen 10 be appreciated. $193,000

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP

SOUTHFIELD
Srunalag coatemporary 4 bedroon brick ranch, 3% baths, ualque
gourmer kitcben, spacious family room with complimeatary bulli
fas, professiooally decoruted, lovely wisdow ireatments and msgalf-
fcent landscaplog. $172,300 (B-293) €51-2308 .

“ROYA
5‘_|7,- 2000

BIRMINGHAM
S0 6777 .

FARMINGTON HILLS - RAMBLEWOOD
Magaificest Nosan built home with contemporary decor, beautifub
gouract kitchen with formica c. 1, enterainment foom with
ficeplace, lower level walk-out ji d private hilly view
plus much, much more. $349,000 (T-306) A31-2303

BLOOMFIELD HILLS/LAND CONTRACT TERMS
LARGE FOUR bedroom Quad-Level decorated in plusts neurzal de-
cot, Formal dinlng toom, large kitchen, central air, fieat floar laun-
dry, family room, finished basement and artached garage. Amenitics
include secutity system and seanis and swim club In sub. $134,900
(85-637) $37-6700

RARE HUNTINGTON WOODS RANCH
Herd 10 find cusiom tanch in desirable location features large beaw
tiul buthroams, 3 bedrooms, famlly room and library, Loads of
closets and much more. $118,900 (H-820) 347-2000
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