4885

O&E Thursday, Docombor 11, 1988

Compositions, artistry

By Avigdor Zaromp
speocial wriler .

Wind ensembles are not &s popu-
lar as string quartets. One reason is
the more limited repertoire. Anoth-
er, tself Lhe cause of reason No, 1, 1s
that the sound of a wind ensemble
unsupported by other instruments is
to many ears less complete than that
of a string ensemble.

{ Thus, It takes more for wind en-
sembles to survive than more popu-
lar Instrumental groups, Determina-
tion Is important, of course. And for
long term success, these musiclans
need to have a tremendous amount

_of skilt as well as talent.

The Festival Winds are such a
group. Having been la existence
slnee 1959 Is commendable. Not all
of the members are original ones.
Judging by a recent appearance at
Orchesra Hall, this group and ils
long tradition are likely to continue,
Thelr program was part of the
Chamber Music Soclety of Detrolt
{CMS) series.

Four of the nine members of the
group performed - Melvin Kaplan,
oboe, Anand Devendra, clarinet, Ar.
thur Welsberg, basson and Sharon
Moe, horn. They were jolned by pta-
nist Menahem Pressler, a member

of the Beaux Arts Trio which played
here earlier on the same serles.

Compositions by Mozart and Bee-
thoven assured the quallty content.
This plus the artistry of the musl-
clans made this a most atiractive
event,

The program consisted of two pl-
ano sonatas and two quintets for pl-
ano and winds, divided equally bes
tween the composers, Each portion
of the program consisted of a sonata
and a quintet, in that order.

Mozart's Sonata In A Major, K.
331, has been popularized through its
last movement, Rondo Alla Turca,
also known as the Turklsh march.
The flrst movement, a set of varla.

tions on a familfar theme, was also
used by Reger for: his set of orches-
tral variations a work played by the
Detrolt Symphony the next day.

Pressler's performance of this
sonata was delightful and remark-
able with his delicate touch. My only
misglving was that Pressler played
the work with all the repeats, which
tended to stretch the varlatlons to a
tedious length, even with his abllity

his light and bouncy touch, was faith-
ful to the late Beethoven style. He
dug deeply Into-the massive texture
of the musie. In the fugue of the last
movement, there was the right bal-
ance between the style of the ba-
roque form and the added Beetho-
ventan wrinkle,

The Lwo quintets, Bethoven's Op.
16 and Mozart's K. 452, are the only

‘go well together

with mlnor aspects of stage appear-
ance when the results are so
overwhelmingly effective.

With few exceptions, there was a
sense of balance and unity, The Bee-
thoven quiniet projected youth and
exuberance, but pot immaturity,

Mozart's work 18 one of hls mature
compositions, even though he was

1y the same age as Bees

works of this
{n the standard rep-

to make cvery note

Beethoven's Sonata Op. 110 in A
Flat Major, the penultimate of his 32
sonatas, Is one of the most monu-
mental structures of its kind. Here
Pressler, primarily recognized for

tal
ertolre. Pressler's communlcation
iclans was

thoven when he wrote this work,
Such maturity was reflected in the
without violating its

with the
Ale of his chamber style. It Is highly
visible rather than subtle and Is oc.
casionally critlcized.

However, It Is pointless to quibble

styllstlc context.

The Chamber Music Soclely series
will continue with the Israel Sinfon-
fetta on Wednesday, Jan. 28,

$alonen concludes his DSO appearance in style

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal writer

% Guest conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen concluded
his second and final week with the Detrolt Sym-
phony Orchestea. The 28-year-old maestro made
his mark on musiclans and listeners alike,

Two of the three works on this program are sel-
dom performed, These are the Variations and the
Fugue on a Theme by Mozart, written by Max Re-
gar and the Plano Concerto by Hindemith. Men-
delssohn's Symphony No. 4 “Italian™ marked the

sreturn to mare famitlar orbit.

recorded verslons I've heard. Salonen's invigorat-
ing approach brought life and breath to this work.
White it still couldn't match Elgar's “Enlgma”
Varlations, this performance put this seldom
played composer in a more favorable Jight.

The plano concerto by Hindemith received its
first DSO performance. Pianist Walter Kllen, rec-
ognized Mozart Interpreter, was the soloist. Hin-
demith was one of Klien's tezchers, which may
explaln hls aflinlty for this neglected work,

Even though Hindemath isn't one of my favorite
composers of thls century, this performance made
it Impossible to dismiss this work a3 Insignificant.

Klien's performance went beyond being technl-
cally correct and meticulous. It was Impossible to
be a passive listener. This was especially true n
the last movement, which could drive a doclle au-
dience into a frenzy.

s “Hallan” one of the
most frequenily performed works in the reper-
toire, is seldom played with so much vitallty,

The tempo of the outer movements was on the
fast side, sometimes literally leaving the

woodwind players breathless, This, however,
scemed a small price for the resuits achleved. Be-
ween these movements, the other emotional ex-

treme was reached in the expressive slow move-
ment and the elegant third movement.

Salonen, who may stil betray his youth with hls
many, sometimes excessive movements on the po-
dium, demonstrated a full, mature, artistic grasp
durlng hls two weeks here,

He managed to mect the challenge of making a
success of programs that couldn'’t coast home on

review

thelr muslcal content alone. Salonen's app

may seem {lambouyant and spontaneous, but un-
derncath is a hlgh degree of artistic comprehen.
slon and discipline. These qualities are likely to

show up mare strongly in the future.
Of the flrst two, Reger's Is the more familiar, n n n
«<being based on Mozart's theme for his Sonata K. s
1331, which was performed just a day earller by
» Menahem Pressler at Orchestra Hall (see separate
rreview).
. Up to then, I found the Reger work to be exces-
!sively gloomy and overbearing, judglng by the

At The Heathenwood, rest assured that he or
shie will be enjoying an clegant dinner with friends in our
Rosewood Roonm.

tntroducing The Heatherwood ... the innovative new rental community
in Southfield that treats vour parents the way they want to be treated.
Theyli love it. and you'll love the fact that The Heathenwood calers 1o the unique
lifestyle of active seniors with 1 and 2 bedroom suites in a festive environment,
featuring:

u know where
v (orDad) is? .

« Daily dining in our elegant Rosewood Room

+ A complete personal fitness program « 24-hour
itored entry « Scheduled transportation services ¢
Housekeeping services » Linen service « A full social
program ¢ Barbershop/beauty salon » 24-hour
emergency alert system

: gien(t)s ﬁaiart at just .
: Jtoatt Association 3 K per month!
(’mwmﬂ“’“ﬂ G : ] B Cali today [or tmore information _lljg____n—v
- = - o Yy B T IV : 350-1777 ATHERWOOD

22800 Civic Center Drive
Southfield, Michigan 18034

' The pulse of your community & Prestigious Renial Suites for Active Senio :

FARMINGTON - ALTA LOMA PARK SUB,
Four bodroom brick ranch, 2% baths, in-
ground pool, two car attached garage, two
fireplaces, spaclous site, backs to woods.
No through tratfic, $114,000. 553-8700

DEARBORN HEIGHTS - SUPER STARTER
HOME. All now quallty klichen lacludos
stove, rafrigorator, rplcro, washor and
dryor. Two bedrooms, now carpollng, two
car garage, laundry room, good stze back-
yard. $42,000, $53-8700

FIELD'S FINEST SUBDIVISIONS. Five bod-
rooms, family room, clrculor drive, and
MUCH MORE! $134,700. 553-8700

e s
SEEKING SOLITUDE? Situatod on two and
ono-halt acres In qulot country subdivision
In Novl among tho boaulltul troes, yel closa
to city shopping, etc. Famity room, don,

2

LIVONIA, Froshly doceraled threo bod-
room ranch alivated on a largo Jol. At
tached gorago. Fonced yard. $64,800. 553-
87100

b, o N S5
REDFORD TOWN: HREE D-
ROOM BRICK RANCH with two bathg, In
nice aroa, Basament apartment for famlly
or irfond. Superb condition. Includes two
f % oxirn lats, Londscaped. Big brick garago Florida room, two liroptaces, heated ga.
U or atoroge bldg. Immodiote Occupancy.  roge. $189,500. 842-0703

i $58,900, 553-8700 !

This space
reserved to
advertise
your home
Call today!
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FAl GTON HILLS ~ LUXURY RANCH,
DETACHED CONDOMINIUM - Two yeara
old and [us! liko now. Two bedrooms, two
baths, full basoment, two car gareqo, flre-

“Cl MING BI-LEVEL ITH WEST
BLOOMFIELD SCHOOLS ang laka privi-
legos on Middiesiralts Lake. Throo bod-
rooms, spacious kitchen, and targe fin-

Looking for a special home?

R R BRI IINARASIAAR:

Find yours in the Creative Living section- e o o e S4B OO0, 400108
the area’s finest Real Estate Guide. i , '
; THOMPSON-BROWN ¢
H | , # olALIOYS
i Gbgerber & Eccentric g LIVONIA FARMINGTON HILLS BIRMINGHAM/BLOOMFIELD ¢y
l NEWSPAPERS i 261-5080 553-8700 642-0703




