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house physleatly and mentally Im-
palred resldents,

Those Involved with the Grayling
Issue have met twice alrcady, and a
third meeting is scheduled tonlght
between sclect resldents, clty and
state offlcials, and representatives
from Renalssance House at Farm-
ington Hills Clty Hall.

City Attorney Paul Bibeau sald
that i November 1985, the Mlchlgan
Supreme Court upheld the state’s
right to place mentally and emotion-
ally disturbed people from state
mental health facilitles Into com-
munitles.

“THAT'S A pollcy of the state of
Milchlgan — the whole Issuc has been
tried In the courts,” he sald. “Local
units cannot Interfere as long as they
(the, proponents) ace not vlolating
some of the codes.

“If you have facts . . . regarding
an applicant’s good moral character,
give us the facts,” Blbeau added.
“We have to file 2 ith

ome opposition continues ;i %

THESE CONCERNS include:

® the character of the regional
group home occupants, def(nltions of
treatment, and guarantces from the
state about mental stabllity of the
resldents,

@ the nature of resident Hiness,
specifically relating to erlminal as-

pects,

® details of recruitment, trainlng
and overseelng of employees,

@ pollcy for monltoring of the
group home's operation,

® who owns the proposed group
home, which the siate has told
Grayllng Strect resldents is confi-
dentiat informatlon,

o full information about alleged
violntions of aperations at other Re-
naissance House factlltlcs,

® pollcy regardlng the Involve-
ment of the local pollee department
if 2 complalnt of eriminal activity or
criminal sexual conduct is lodged
against a resldent or staff person,

® how many complaints agalnst a

licensee must be recetved before a
license with not be issued.
Several of these arcas, includlng

* the Lesue of eriminal sexual conduct,

were addressed in the state response
to the city.

“It is possible a person who will
occupy a small group home will
have a criminal record, perhaps for
criminal sexual conduct,” Quigley
said In his most recent, 10-page let-
ter. "Not all criminal sexual conduct
Indicates rape, not is it necessary for
physleal contagt to be made to indi-
cate a scxual offense to some de-
gree”

QUIGLEY SAID such group home
placements are "vlewed very care-
fully.” The state looks at the “nature
of the offense, haw long ago ft oc-
curred, the actions and stability of
the cllent since that time and’ the
likellhood of any similar act ever re-
curring.”

Neighbors' complaints revolve
around allegations of one male staff

W

speclflc allegations. Get them to us.

Blbeau was directed by clty offi-

cials to meet with Pilklngton to

determine If nelghbors’ facts were

substantlal cnough to warrant a
complalnt,

“The remedies ave provided for In
the Act,” he said, "We can {lle com-
plaints, and we will, given the facts.”
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flle complatnts with the state under
the provisions of Sectlon 23 and 24 of
the Act 218 of 1979, the Adult Foster
Care Facllity Licensing Act.

BOTH FARMINGTON Hills and
Pilkinton filed written complaints —
the city's dated Oct, 16 and 22. Two
responses were sent from the Michl-
gan Department of Seclal Services
to the clty, dated Nov. 25 and 26,
with one sent by registered mail, de-
tailllng the state’s positlon that
“there s no basis In the clty's eom-
plaint on which 1o deny license is-
suance at this time.”

Pilklngton is still awalting a re-
sponse to his complaint, he sald.

The city of Farmington Hills went
on record cpposing the nelghborhood
placement concept when the deci-
slon was made to mainstrcam resl-
dents from mental health facitities
inte the communlty, City Manager
Willlam Costick said.

“We made a formal request . . .
that they place all such facllitics on
our major roads, not on a street like
Grayling,” he sald. “We were
outright denied on that request.”

COSTICK SAID the issue does not
appear to be one of building code
vlalations, but of the “good, moral
character” of the applicants or em-
ployees.

“They're going to bring the build-
Ing up to code — I don't think that's
the issue,” he said. “The question Is
whether they'lt put the facility there
{on Graying)."

All permlis for structural, plumb-
Ing and electrlga) were Issued for the
Grayling building. Structural and
plumbing work has also been in-
spected and appraved, Costick add-

d,

ed.

‘The possibility that people with
criminal records may be placed in
the proposed group home has upset
Grayling Street residents, who sald
they have not received acceptable

" answers o thelr complalnts.

Thelr concerns were detailed in
one of the city's complaint letters to
James Quigley, director of the Divi-
sion of Adult Foster Care for the
Milchigan Department of Soclal Ser-
viees.
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member at the Renalssance House's
Ypsilanti facillty accused carller -
this year of having sexual relations
with a paticnt, ustng drugs with the
resident, and Jeaving resldents unsu-
pervised during his cvening shift.
Although the man was released
from his position, according to Infor-
mation from the DSS, offlcials
“could fine no collaborating evi.
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