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House dumps special election on abortion

By Tim Richard
slalf writor

No April € election on abortlons
for Michigan voters.

Maybe a special electioa later.
Maybe not at all,

A deeply split state House of Rep-
resentatives failed Tuesday to
muster a two-thlrds majority to pul
an anti-abortion

Male representatives favored a special
election 56-33. Females were opposed,
11-2 ~ a pattern that has held up on
most votes aimed at cutting Medicaid

abortion funding.

amendment on the spring ballot.
The House declslon set in motlon a
ber special Jolat
to wrestle with the long-debated
questfon.

“IT'S ABSOLUTELY rldiculous
that we're (thinking of) calling a spe-
cial electlon on an Issue that's been
debated 14 years," said Rep. Michae)
Hayes, R-Mldland, summing up the
thinklng of many frustrated
lawmakers.

But Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-
Northville, author of the falled reso-
Tutlon, satd he expects to be appolnt-
ed to the spectal commltiee and fa-
vors a special election — “the
sooner the betier.”

Alter the Senate voted two weeks
ago to call the special election en
Geake’s proposed  constitutional
amendment, the House Tuesday re-
Jected it 58-44, with 74 votes needed
for adoption.

Male legislators favered the elec-
tion 56-33, Females were opposed,
11-2 — a pattern that has held up on
most votes almed at cutting Medic-
ald abortlon funding.

Here's how Observer & Eccentric
lawmakers voted:

® Yes (5) — Mat Dunaskiss, R-
Lake Orfon; Gregory Gruse, R-Madl-
son Helghts; James Kosteva, D-Can-
ton; Gerald Law, R-Plymuuth,

® No (7) — Lyn Bankes, R-Livo-
nin; Justlne Barns, D-Westland;
Maxine Berman, D-Southfield; Jud-
ith Miller, R-Blrmingham; W.V.
Brotherton, R-Farmington; William

Keith, D-Garden City;
Sparks, R-Troy.

® Absent — John Bennett, D-Red-
ford. (Because 74 yes votes are need-
cd, Bennett's absence was the equlv-
alent of a na vote.

Gorden

APRIL 6 was proposed for a spe-
cal clection because many citles
hotd local elections that day,

Barlier in what was supposed to
be the final mecting of the year, the
House voled 64-39 to adopt a $1 bll-
llon Medlcaid budget.

The Senate, however, passed a dif-
ferent verslon of the budget. A spe-

cial session is likely to be necessary |

1o clairfy the budget bill.

The compromise plan, i adopted,
would have:

@ Funded non-medical services,
such as nursing homes, for the full
flscal ycar, ending next Sept, 30.

® Funded Medicaid scrvices, in-
cluding abortions for welfare recipl-
ents only until March 31,

o Sct up a speclal committee of
five senators and five representa-
tives (o prabe a series of questlons.

AMONG TIIE questlons are:

@ “Should the Issuc of publie
funding of abortions be placed be-
fore voters?” House Speaker Gary
Owen, D-Ypsllantl, a strong “pro-
chaice” vote, agrees with Geake, a
“pro-dife” voie, thal voters should
dccmc the question, but disagrees on
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calling a speclal electlon.

# How should a ballot question be
worded? The Leglslature’s debate
has been confined Lo cutting off $6
million for about 18,000-plus abor-
tions for welfare reclpicnts under
Medicaid. Geake’s proposal would
prohibit any publlc funds — either

from the state, colleges or local
units — for abortions for employees
under health Insurance packages,

® “What have been the conse-
quences of prohiblting public funding
for abortions in states where such a
prohibition has been Instituted?”
Pro-choice and pro-life forces agree
that in such states the number of
Medicald abortions has dropped only
about 2025 percent.

Reason: The cutolfs have affected
only the surgical cost, which Is about
one-third the total cost, so In effect
two-thirds of the total is still picked
up by Medlcald. The Geake proposal,
however, alms te cut off the hospltal
care portlon, too.

“THIS 1S THE first time Right to
Llfe (anti-abortlon group) has shown
any interest In a ballot propositlon,”

sald Speaker Owen. “It's a signifl-
cnnt change In [nerest group parile-
ipatlon.”

“Thls sanctions another 8,000
abortions between now and March
31, said a bltter Rep. Fred Dilling-
ham, R-Fowlerville, who opposed
the comprommise measure. Dilllng-
ham, who becomes a state senator
next year, was author of an anti-
abortton amendment to the Medleald

budget earller In the year.

Rep. Thomas Power, R-Traverse
City, was an antlabortlon member
who nevertheltess voted agalnst call-
Ing a special clectlon.

“The cost of a speclal electlon l!
$5 miillon to $10 mllllon, which is
more than we spend on aborilon any-
way,” sald Power, objecting that
speciat electlon turnouts are too law.

Power's amendment to place the
proposal on the 1988 general election
baltet went down, 40 yes to 59 no,
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