O&4E Monday, Decombor 15, 1086

Top prospect is keeping cool

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer.

While defenseman Adam Burt
keeps a watch on wayward forwards
in front of the North Bay net, the
real eye Is on him.

Burt, 17, who s from Westland
and went to Redford Catholic Cen-
tral, is under the microscope. He's
projected to go high in the Natlonal
Hockey League June draft — very
Ukely the flrst round.

So the scouts, with one hand
cupped on thelr chins and the other
busy scribbling notes, gauge every
move he makes, And Burt, who looks
calm In the midst of the storm in
front of him, glves them plenty to
doodie about,

HE SCORED the first goal in first-
place North Bay's 3-2 win over the
Windsor Comptware Spltflres re-
cently in an Ontarlo Hockey League
game dt Windsor.

He also klled penalties and helped
prevent the Spitfires from tying the
game during a furry in the last
three minutes, Yet the scouts remaln
guarded as a Brinks’ truck In thelr

praise.

They know trying to judge future
talent for the NHL can be a erap-
shoot at best,

“They draft these kids so young,”
sald Dun Murdoch, former player
with the New York Rangers and De-
troft Red Wings and now a scout for
the Rangers. “I really don't agree
with the draft the way it is set up
now.

“When T was playing, they had a
chance to look al me when I was 16,

hockey

17 and 18, By the time I was 19, they
knew T could play in the NHL.

Now, with 13-year-olds avallable
for the NHL draft, players like Burt
who have Jjust graduated from high
school find themselves in NHL train-
ing camps.

SOME, LIKE Al Iafrate of Livo-
nia, can handle the transition. Oth-
ers, like Joc Murphy of the Detroit
Red Wings, have had dlfficulty.

Young players can have thelr con-
tidence shattered with a bad tralning
camp, or they can get hurt because
they're still developing physically,

For Burt, just belng a highly rated
prospect has its own pressures.

“People might say otherwlse, but
it's always In your head,” said Burt.
"You're always thinking about it,

“It's tough. It can hurt you. Last
season, my teammate Darren Tur-
cotte was rated high, but he didn't go
until the seventh round ... You
have (o try to not let It alfect your
confidence.”

Burt hasa't,

‘THIS SEASON, he’s anchoring the
Centennlals’ backline with cxeep-
tional poise. As a'team, North Bay
has the fewest goals against In the
OHL's Emms Division,

“He's playing real well for us,”
sald North Bay coach Bert Temple-
ton, “He's very good defensively,

.Novi sinks Farmington

The Farmington boys swim team
opened its dual meet season with a
181-71 loss agalnst Novi last Tues-

y.

The Falcons wvon just three events.

G.T. Meill won the 500-yard free-
style (5:25.50), Jim V1k won the 100
backstroke (1:02.24) and Davld Slack
waon the diving competition (130.95

points).
Nov Is 2-0 on the scason.
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he's a good skater and he's strong
physlcally.”

“He's a helluva skater,” added
Murdoch. “He moves the puck really
well.”

One blemish, and Burt concurs, is
the dofenscman's olfensive output in
terms of goals. In 28 games, Burt
h“ff. goals and 15 mlsts for 17

W"My statistics speak for them-
selves,” said Burt, who scored his
first goal only a few weeks ago. “M;
playmaking has been OK, but I'd Like
to plck up my goal mrlug >

But Murdoch puts it Into perspec-
tlve: “There are very few Bobby
Orrs and Paul Colfeys (high-scoring
defenseman).”

THE GOAL Burt scored agalnst
Windsor shows he can shoot. After
taking a pass from tcammate Dave
McLlwain, Burt drilled the puck

from the blue line which went be-
tween the Spitfire goaltender’s pads,

More importantly than how hard
he shoots, though, is how hard he-
hits. Burt does when he has to as 84
penalty minutes (tops on the team)
would attest,

Agalnst Windsor, he atso displayed
some of the guile assoclated with the
game's finest defenseman like Borje
Salming and Rod Langway,

Occasionally, Burt would tie up a
Splttire forward off the play by dis-
creetly grabbing the player's stick or
Jersey, without attracting the re-
feree’s attention, It's the little things
that make a good defenseman,

And It's the little things that Burt
has picked up In only bls second year
of playing Major Junfor A hockey.
The first year, in a remote northern
Canadlan clty llke North Bay, is an
adjustment.

the week ahead
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bot IMl sha prod It. Just a fremendously
aciivo

“Mnndy plnys hard all tho {imo,* Ka-
vanaugh 5aid, “Sho rebounds like a cen-
ter and handies th ball tike a guard.”

Sho averaged 188 poinis por game
and nine robounds,

Jill Estey, Plymouth Selem, soph-
omere: Fred Thomann doesn't often
boas| publicly about his players, particu-
larly his younger playors. Bul attor Salom
beat Mor omann

BOYS BASKETBALL
Tuosday, Dec. 16
Liv. Slovenson af Hocthte, 7:30 p.m.
. Farminglon s . Churchi 7:30p.m.
Farminglon at Liv. Franae, 7:30 p.
 Fam. Hartison ai Wald.

Garden City a1 Wayna Memoxial, 7; 30 p.m.
Trenion a1 Redford Union, 7:30p.
Liv. Clar

" Clatoncouto at Now, 7:30 prm
Pty. Cheistlan ot Lulheun K'west, 7:.30p.m.

raday, Doc. 18
Liv. Stovenson at Pty Satem, 7:30 p.m.
Weid, Joha Gienn at N ralmvmm. 7:30pm.
W.L. Centeal nt Farmington, 7:30 p.
Noxttalie at Farm. Harrtson, 7,30 D m
‘Wayne Memorial 61 Lincoin Park, 7:30 p.m.
Redtord Union at EMF;Z 7:30p.m.

Frid,
Liv. Fankkn ot W.L. Wustern, 7:30 p.m.

. Churchill a1 Py, Canlon, 7:30 p.m.
aum(:uyn Woodhavon, 7:3¢ p.m.
l\DMna .m.

Borgass
S1. Agaiha ot Wyon. M1, Carmet, 7:30 p.m.
Pty. Cheistian at Huron V.!cy, T :opm

PREP HOCKEY
Wodnesday, Doc. 17
Liv. Frankin va. Southbesd-Latheup,
v, rehill va. Bloomhekd Lahser
at1 ivonia's Edgar Azena, 8and 8 p.m.
Friday, Dec, 19
Liv. Feanktin vs. L. Slovenson
ﬂ! Livonia's Edgar Arens, 8 pumm.
Iv. Churchal va. Wyandotte Roosevelt
m fuv. Gabriel Richard Tournament, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20
Cathoic Contral vs. Liv, Siovenson
at Redford Ico Areno, 8 p.m.
Gateiel Richard Tournament, 6 and 8 p.m.
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“home of old-fashlonod sorvica”
in the bathshop
1 Ingl
tub | sshga:r
enclosures door
24" wide
2 door unit
57933 low 56438
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33" wide

orcy
caukin't hold back: il Esrny is & groat,

great playes.™
Sho certalnly was this scason. Hor ball
handiing and playmaking skills, to say
nalhing of het tenacious dafonsive skliis
(ask Yvatie Maison), solidified tho Rocks
1his soason. And If you loft her opon, os

savera) teams did this season, the'd boey
you otfensively,

Hor biggost assot this soason, without
quosllor, waa her polse. Sho did not gat
tatiled on the court rogardioss of what the
opposition throw at hot, And sha Is only o
sophomore,

Frad Thomann, Salom, Coach of
the Yoar: Nobody works harder at pro-
paring @ basko(ball i0am than this man.
To Thomann, preparing his baskelbalt
team Is a 12-month opetailon. His scout-
Ing roports aro oxhaustive, his knowledge
of the game complote, his abllity 0 draw
overy ource of falent trom his players is
virtunlly unmatchod.

For tho losi threo seasons, Themann
fed avernga teams 10 belter than average
seasons, This year ho led 6 good team 1o
agroat season.

FUEL OIL FAST

» HOME HEATING OIL
50 GALS. & UP"

« AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
« BURNER SERVICE
« BUDGET PLAN

55 YEARS OF
ENERGY
SERVICE )
14330 Wyoming 31235 Grand River
DETROIT FARMINGTON

The *BIG* Train Just
FRighi for Big Kide (of ANY sgs}
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Let It snow...

Let It snow...
Let it show.
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60,000 BTU
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Honeywell
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Heoati
Rog. ¢
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Wo recommend Honaywell
Fuel-Saver Thermostats as
standard equlpment on our

hrg h—emciancy lumaeas

33688 FORD RD. »

ARE YOUR WINDOWS FOGGED
CONDENSATED OR STAINED,

Roplace your bad glasu st a fraction
of the cost of now windows or doorwalls

'ARTIC WINDOW REPLACEMENT IND.

l I
| . Measure & Caif Iar FREE Phons Es(!mnta |
[ WESTLAND « 522-4440 :

« FREE TOWING

e reeaa

 4x4's
» standards
1 -

Interstate Transmission

“Transmission Specialists”
26357 Grand River

{between Inkster & Beech)

533-2411

» FREE ROAD AND HOIST CHECK
. TRANSMISS!ON TUNE-UP *11.95 COMPLETE

TRANSMISSIONS : :
$12995 |
. most rear wheel drlves ’ :

"= Installation available. .
. 12 month warranty avallable,

Speclalizmy in:
s front wheel drive :

[
Ex‘g 12-20-82_;_.!
* rear ends

« foreign
» clutches

HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE

for the .
SARAH FISHER

HOME FOR CHILDREN

12 Mile and Inl

Road — Farmi

o

pa/vmu- oMC
V WE SELL EXCITEMENT
focal

point e
Bludie of Photography

626-7527
SPONSORED BY

Hills, Michig

The best maroa mack

@ momma—w= dealer
In Farmington Hiils,
ON GRAND RIVER AT 10 MILE

aa

CONEMPORMRY
Woodland = 4i4RDS
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Farmington | *SPEED
Education

Association

oF
FARMINGTON HILLS

LUBE ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

((

GABE SHOES
o POLICE

FRATERNAL
ORDER OF

Donaveniure
Tollet skating

.4'444 Cluston Building

._, Resldentlal 4778381 Commaorcial

canlar
Farmington

(55 Blke Shop

Wrapped or undrapped
Big or amall glits
Toddler fo teens  receipt provided!




