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charge,” Rochford sald.

Rochford jolned the Farmingtor
HIila Police Department in 1973 as
bts first female road patrol offleer,

And cven though her male coun-
terparts, for the most part, “treat.
ed me as an equal,” Rochford
moved Into the Juvenile Scctien
within two years.

‘With chitd abuse and neglect one
of her top concerns, that’s where
she felt she could make her strong-
est contribution.

1 just have a real Interest in it,"
she said. “With all my tralning, I've
obtatned some Investigative and in-
tervlewing sktils that have enabled

‘Time heals some of il,
but being molested Is a
lot of hurt for a child to
getover.’
— Sandie Rochlord
Jjuvenile detective

worked In crime prevention -
doing residentlal and commerclal
securlty surveys. She also attended
several crlme prevention schools.
That specialized education would
later help her land a position In the

me to p cascs
that otherwlise might not have been
pursucd. It takes a certaln amount
of patience and understanding to
deal with young klds who have
been abused.”

YOUNG VICTIMS of crime a
well as their parents often view ro-
lice offlcers as (amlly counselur..
But Rochford leaves that to quad-
fied service agencics.

Nonetheless, she trics to break
the ice as tactfully as possible.
“The Initiai contact with the [amily
is cruclal,” she sald. ‘T often de-
termines whether a rarent, if re-
sponsible for the crime, confesses
or denies responsihility.”

Rochtord got i*.co pullce work by
chance.

Alter grrduating from Mlchigan
State University with a bachelor’s
degree bu tetalling in 1974, the Ink-
ster netve — not wanting to leave
.rlenis or family — balked at out-
of-zep.¢ Job offers.

Ste soon heard that the South-
fieid Pollce Department had a new
eivillan position — community ser-
vice aide.

Interested, she hired on, She
spent two years patroling In a
marked community service car,
taking reports for such non-emer-
gencies as hows-old burglarles,
property damage incidents and mi-
nor animal injurles, She also assist-
ed the clderly and aided stranded
matorists.

For the next (wo years, she

Hills Pollce Depart-
ment's Juvenlle and Crime Preven-
tlon Section.

AFTER FOUR ycars as a com-
munity service aide in Southfield,
Rochford declded she wanted to
pursue pollee work as a carecr.

She applied to the Mlchigan
State Pollce “because of Its reputa-
tion" and to the Farmington Hllls
Police Department “because It was
hiring young officers.” No sooner
had she applied then she was ac-
cepted by both, “duc no doubt to
affirmative actlon.”

Hooked on becoming a trooper,
she opted for the Mlchigan State
Police Trainlng Academy's 14
week program in Lansing.

“We'd get up at 5 in the morning
to do pushups, chinups and sltups
and march around,” Rochford re-
membered, “But I enjoyed it. 1t
weeded out those interested more
In a job than pollce work."

A testament to her perscver-
ance, she was one of only 63 tn a
class of 135 that graduated. Of the
35 "women who started, only 10
graduated,

Rochford became the first
female trooper assigned to the St.
Clair County Post, a generally ru-
ral arca where “rush hour consist-
ed of a couple of cows and a horse
crossing a two-lane blacktop.”

Although she enfoyed the level of
respect shown state troopers, she
yearned for the bustle of a more
metropolitan department.

She works youth cases

SHE ALSO wasn't high on the
possibllity of being transfcrred to
any of the 62 State Pollce posts. "1
wanted to scitle down in one area
wlth the intention of one day hav-
ing a family."

Dennis Brills, today a feflow Ju-
venlle and Crime Preventlon Sec-
tion officer but then an auxiliary
ofticer also interested in a full-
time positlon, convinced Rochford
to apply in Farmington Hills. That
was in 1978, “Irenleally,” Rochford
sald,” I got hired a year before
Dennls did.’

Awarded one department clta-
tlon, Rochford was honored in 1982
for her investigatlon of an attempt.
cd murder involving a juvenile sus-
pect.

Eager to keep abreast of the rap-
Id changes In law enforcement,
Rochlord often attends classes.

She recently compleied two
week-long sesslons sponsored by
the Women Police of Michigan In
conjunctlon with Lanstng Commu-
nity College. Toples Included sex
crlmes Investigation.

Skilled in the use of fircarms,
Rochlord also Is a range trainlng
officer for the department.

As a juvenile and crime preven-
tlon officer, Rochford often ad-
dresses  community, civie and
school groups. Her talks range
from self protection for women Lo
Neighbarhood Watch programs.

A YEAR and a hall ago, she
married a fellow Farmington Hills
officer, Sgt. Dennis Rochford, De-
tective Sectlon supervisor. Despite
the common work base, they limit
night-time discusslon about cases
to ““just really Important ones.”

As new parents who work full
time, the Rochfords, who llve in
Novl, never have cnough time to
spend with davghter Kimberly.
Says Sandic: “Every minute we
have, we spend with her. The time
the three of us share Is precious.”

To case the stress of balanelng a
family life and police work, Roch-
ford recently joined a women's
over-30 soccer league,

She also “dabbles a little bit In
photography, although I think ev-
erybody with a new baby does.”
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CORNER THE CLUTTER

END A CHILD’S BEDROOM JUMBLE WITH OUR DURABLE
THREE-CORNER HANGING TEDDY BED™ HAMMOCK

Keep stuffed animals, dolls and toys off the fioor and out

of the closet. Suspend them in thelr own hammock. Decorative
and practical, il adds an enchanting touch of color to the
room. Holds 15 to 20 average-size toys. Pink, blue, yellow or
white nylon nelting. Easy-to-install hardware Is Included, $25.

_ QUALITY GIFT
IDEAS FOR LESS

famous maker
TENNIS WEAR

9%,

tops comparable a! 24
shorts comparable at #20
Tops and shods In easy-care
polyaster/cotton blend. Asson-
ed cotors to mix and malch,
Slzes S-M-L-XL fops, 30 to 38.
shorts, Frst quallty.

famous maker

100% COTION
JACKETS

compaiable at %46

190

Cheose from zip-front styles
inbrushed cotton and poplin
frorn Ihis fine maker, Assorted
colors. Sizes S-M-LXL,

Flrst quotity.

GIFT CERTIFICATES always perfect...
in #10, $25, *60 denominations. Redeemable

PO

:‘?g‘ I(')‘ZESN at any Marshalls nationwide.
’
N 'a_CObSOI 1S se=E RS, S HOLIDAY
Blrmingham Chlldren’s Storo ! LIVORIA snmr:ﬁ'ﬂu Hrores aationwida WESTLAND HOURS
Middle Belt and 7 Mila Southtield Road between Warren Road oppasite Open Dally
CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL S, opposite Livonia Mall 12 and 13 Mile Westland Malt 9:30 to 9:30
d 30 da Liyrwirs & Moserback anfunds Open Sunday
Shop Salurday until 6. 12106




