Littman wins county
road post in field of 19

By Tim Richard
staff wrlter

Others may have been surprised at
Lawrence Littman’s clectlon to the
Oakland County Road C

‘The commissioners didn’t want

Littman wasn't.

“1I contacted each county commis-
sloner. 1 sent each a resume. I fol-
lawed vp with a call and asked if
they had any questions,” sald Litt-
man, 44, who runs a ene-man data
processing  executlve recruitment
firm in Troy.

“The commlssioners didn't want
necessartly to make a political deci-
sion. I think T have a reputation for
worklng with a Jot of different kinds
of people, and working fairly,” the
Republlcan activist said.

THE BOARD'S came

ily to make a political
decision. I think | have a reputation for
working with a lot of different kinds of
people, and working fairly . . . People
don’t mind paying taxes if they’re
getting something in return.’

— Lawrence Litiman

new road commissioner

suddenly last weck, more than a
month afier Jobn Gnau quit the
Road Commission after pleading
guilty In a federa) conspiracy case
that had nothing to do with the coun-

;Ihc board’s general government
Meoted 19

including three from defeated com-
missioners, Among political watch-
crs, the top candidate scemed (o be
general government Chalrman John
Olsen, R-Huntington Woods.

Olsen’s panel never acted on the
applications — In fact, Olsen can-
-elled two miectings.

Instcad, when Republican com-

held the r
caucus last Tuesday, they made thelr
choice.

After onc ballot, Olsen, Littman
and Farmington Hills Councilman
Don Wolf emerged as the caucus fi-
nalists,

Littman said he won on the second
ballet.

THURSDAY MORNING his name
went to the full Oakland County
- Board of Commissioners.
Minority Democrats offered the
name of Berkley Mayor Ron Nor-
. man, Democratle Caucus Chairman
. Larry Pernick of Southfield argucd
that the three-member Road Com-
. mission would be in a better peliticat
position te ask funds from a Demo-
cratic Legislature, Democratic Con-
. gress and the 46 percent of Oakland
voters who are Democrats If at least
one county road commissioner were
a Democrat.

Littman won on a 19-7 party line
vote. The Road Commission will re-
main 3.0 Republican,

He will fill out the last three
weeks of Gnau's term and seek a full
six-ycar term when the county board
rearganizes In January. At that time,
he will probably be clected by an 18-
9 vole, since that will be the compo-
sition of the new board.

The pay is $7,500 a year and use of
acar,

LITTMAN EARNED a bachelor's
degree In metallurgical enginecring
{rom Carnegie Mcllon Unlversity in
Pittsburgh and a master of scicnee
in industrlal administration at Pur-
due Unlversity.

He has held management and/or
data processing jobs with IBM,
Tauche Ross, and the Free Press he-
fore starting his own company, Lit1-
man Assoclates, 7% years ago.

I was 18th Congressional Distrlct
chaleman 1977-81 and treasurer for
two years before that,” he satd. Part
of that experience Invelved running
candidates against then-Congress-
man James J. Blanchard, now the
governor,

Littman also was a 1980 GOP Na-
tiona) Convention delegate,

LITTMAN GOT a taste of Oak-
land's monumental county road
problems In five years on the Troy
City Planning Ci Troy has

caused traffic congestlon on two-
lane roads,

Leaders such as John Grubba,
managing director of the Road Com-
misslon, are saying new money (s
needed —~ perhaps from muiltlple
sources — (o make the $600 milllon
in road Improvements local offictals
say are needed in the next decade.

Littman says it wlll Involve lining
up support from many sources —
other county road commisslons and
state [egistators — before going to
the voters for more tax money.

His plilesophy is that “people
don’t mind paying taxes if they're
geliing somelhing in retorn,”

IN A RELATED acilon, the Re-
publican caucus declded to organlze
a new transportation commlttee,
picking up seme of the functions now
scattered between the general gov-
ernment anid the planning and bulld-
ing committecs.

Commlsslaner John McDonald, R-
Farmington, will chair lt. McDonald
had chaired the personnel commit-
tee for 10 years.

The transportation committee will
oversce matters of roads, public
transportation and the altport.

Commissioner Anne Hobart, R-
Waterford, who proposed the new
panct, said, “In order to give these
critical transportation issues the at-
tention they deserve, they must be

been one of the hotbeds of office and
high tcchnology growth that has

P from the other major con-
cerns of the planning and building
commitice.”
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CELLULAR PHONE OWNERS
STOP IN FOR FREE EQUIPMENT CHECKIl
Are you experlencing any of the following problems?

« Poor Service « Drop Calls
« Poor Reception « Less than 100% Satisfaction
LET METRO COMMUNICATIONS CATER TO YOUR EVERY NEED.
Wa promote service afong with sales. You mur have bought your
phane but Meto C: trained are
qualified to servico It.

OUR ONLY BUSINESS 1S CELLULAR PHONES AND WE'RE PROUD OF
OUR REPUTATION WITH OVER 11 YEARS IN BUSINESS.
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CALL 534-9350
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Here’s Why:

-4

PPHOTO:

“Kodak Film Sale

Cost+7 %

VR-G 100 &

ottier prlar Redah e s

Copanabile sastics

Sale Ends Saturday.

— Hurry

8x10 Photo

Calendar
Al beenn sonr limnntl -
fegne of e . _
36 99 ‘
bl i atore venpen .. . i
o e WlwimiJ @
Hrp-rrer Now 2, Walk-instaresin the Detrolt arca.
TOMORROW e .
QMARRY Forthe store nearest you call 453-5410. \
=R EREE

TV e Oty Mesbar 138647

1/2 OFF

DEVELOPING & PRINTING

ttee apphes to (s eyl { prants from s 110, £2
$ pant tol (1l tawess il ) Conpun By 1ol
B sed et e Wit v 2 pring orders Co

TRl s ate Bt et M1 per oot Offer soesd theangh
VN atan LIR Lt Dioe-up sture ar Salkom store

CUlPON 1 ST ACCMENSY ORI K

522

‘Do you know .’whére

- Mom (or Dad) is?"

Rosewond Room.

featuring:

« Daily dining in our elegant Rosewood Room

= A complete personal fitness program « 24.hour

Introducing The Heatherwood .. the innovative new rental cotnmunity
i Southiickl that treats your parents the way they want lo be treated.
They'llNove it, and you'll Tove the fact that The t {eathenwood caters o ll_\c unique
tifestyle of active seniors with 1 and 2 bedroom suites in a festive environment,

At The Heathenwood, rest assured that he or
she will he enjoying an elegant dinner with friends in our

ed entry « 8¢l
flousckeeping services » Linen service « A full social
progrun = Barbershop/heauty salon « 24-hour
cmergency alert system

Rents start at just
$1,061 per month!

Call today for more information

22800 Civie Center Drive
Sonhficld, Michigan 18034
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When you'’ve got
150 kids...
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you (‘,:m’.t foot
the Christmas bills
alone.

The St vncent Saran Fisher Center
1inakes suie Chnshinos morning
LRNGS MOfe 1han Jusl Baions of
Sugar plums lor mare than

150 children who otherwise mughl
not have a very Merry Chnstimas.

But the people af the SI Vincent
Sarah Nisher Cenler can't to it
alone

Won't you help them?

Send your tax-deduchibie
cantnbuhon or coll foday

Stocking Fund

Sl. Vincent

Sarah Fisher Center

27400 W. Twelve Mile Road
Farminglon Hills, MI 48018
(313) 626-7527

Sponsoted by 1he thends of
St. vincent
Sarah Fisher Centet




