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Buy-out in works
Mercy OKs pact to run medical center

-‘Bl"rorl Banns
‘stafi wrter

. The Sislers of Mercy Health Care
Corp. have signed an ageeement to
operate Westland Medlcal Center,
sciting the stage for an outrlght buy-
out from the Southwest Detrolt Hos-
pital Corp.

The agreement was reached Tues-
day morning and is expected to take
effect immedlately, said Mercy
spokeswoman Rose DIl

Southwest offlclals declined com-
ment.

In a renewable 30-day contract,
Mercy begins to aperate the former
county-operated medlcal center in
Westland while negotlators draft a
purchase option. There are elght
years remalning In a 10-year lease
Southwest has with Wayne County.

At least for the next month, Merey |

will continue to honor employce con-
tracts with the center’s 650 workers,
“We can't say what's galng to hap-
pen after that,” sald Dith,

+ DILL SAID an assessment team of
speclalists from Mount Carmel Hos-

pltal in Detroit, one of flve Mercy-
operated hospltnls in  southeast
Michlgan, will be sent to Westland
Medjeal lo begin examining its oper-
allan and flnanclal status. For years
as a county-operated facllity, the
cenier, then called Wayne Counly
General Hospita), recorded annual
delicits of $15-$18 million. In 1885,
Southwest reports Its corporate loss-
es at the Westland center and its De-
troit hospltal at $2.6 militon.

Pariicularly troublesome has been
a low occupancy rate at the 310-bed
facillty of about 30 percent. In re-
cent ycars, Its 85-member physiclon
stafi had slipped In numbers from a
one-time average of 125 doctors,

It also carrled a high percentage
of partial-pay pallents, though it
tried to bring up jts number of full-
pay patlents. Recent records show
Westland Medleal carried 30 percent
Medlcald patlents, 25 percent Medi-
care patlents, 12 percent indigent
paticnis under the Resldent County
Hospltal Program, 15 percent Blue
Cross-Blue Shield patients and 5 per-
cent private-pay patlents.
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The declsion by Southwest to turn
over its operating lease at Westland
Is one that it has pursued strongly
because of an inability to contlnue to
absorb financlal losses.

Merey Corp. was one of Lhree In-
terested bldders. Others had (nclud-
¢d an out-of-state (lrm, Gateway
Medical Systems of Atlants, and
Michigan Osteopathic Medical Ser-
vices, which recently purchased 21
clinles in the Detrejt area.
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considerlng Westland’s status as a
provider of health care to county in-
digents.

Tuesday morning's declsion fol-
lowed & Friday meeting at Mercy's
Farmington Hills corperate offlee
where 1ts coporate board of diree-
tors dlrected officers to “move
qulckly toward an agreement,” said
Mount Carmel's chlef operating offl-
cer, Scoft Ideson.
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Industry observers say
offlcers were qulck to hone in on the
Sisters of Mercy Health Care Corp,,
the largest not-for-profit health care
organization in the country, and ene
of the top flve largest health care
providers overall In the United
States.

Besldes having a healthy bank-
book, Mercy's reputatian In the fleld
was considered a needed asset by
Southwest offlcers and could provide
“jramediate  credlbility” for the
struggling facility. Also, Mercy's
commitment to carlng for the poor,
consldered a central “mission” by its
offlcials, was also viewed positively
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JOINT FLUID

he phrose, “wator on (he kneo," Is misloading.’
Thu fluld in the knea or any Jeint Is far different from

water,

{trolt Area Health Council.

ratlon Internally and made It a more
influcntial health care operater na-
tlonwlde, sald Symond Gottlieh, ex-
ccutive director of the Greater De-
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Though some Industry Insiders
view it as “'too misslon-oriented.

“The reallty is when you're being
squeezed for costs you can't stay In

buslness if you give away too much Call tor

SR o T
. By and large, they're : o

out to do a quality job,” Gottlicb SOUTHFIELD, M1 48034

sald.
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A MOST FITLTING

Jolnt tiuld is made by the cells which line the Joint cavity. The fluld Is
whife to yellow In color and has a consistency like an ogg-white. This
viscous charactes permits the fluld to undartake its function as a joint
(ubricant, Only a few drops of fitid are neoded tor this lask; more fluld
in tho joint Is the resuit ot Irrllation caused by injury or inflammatlon.

Excess fluld In the jolnt results In difficult walking because the fluld
interferes with proper Jolnt coordination. If the lining cells produce an
Inadequate amoun! of Jluid, bone rubs on bone and walking becomes
incroasingly painful.

Exica fluld cannot be removed by toking “water pilis.” Only
usplmllng the joint, taking out the fluld with a syringe and needls, will

|I|”ca‘ N”a I\gny s known to stimulate the lining cells when thoy produce
too littte flul
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