Dem chief

Louls L. Miller, of Farming-
ton Hills, was elected chair-
men of the Oakland County
Democratic Parly, succeod-
ing Mary Ryan Taras of Bir-
mingham. Miller, president
and chial operaling officer
of Financial Data Systems

* Inc., was party treasurer for
two years and was the 1984
nominee for Oakland Coun-
ty treasurer.

Truck-car
death toll .
soaring

Citlng an alarming Increase in ac-
cidents and fatalities Involving
trucks, AAA Michigan released a
study that urges 20 legislative and
regulatory changes to make state
roads safer for car and truck driv-

Total {atal traffic accldents in the
state rose 10 percent from 1982
through 1985, but fatal crashes in-
volving trucks jumped 41 percent,
according to the yearlong study entl-
tled “Cars and Trucks: Sharing the
Road Safely."”

“It s almost a certainty that In fa-
tal accldents Involving cars and
heavy trucks, it is the

Parting gift: d

By Tim Richard
staff writer

without discussicn, to the ordinance
sponsored by Fortino, D-Watgrford,

Maybe it was because it was Betty
Fortlno's last day after a’ dozen
years on the Qakland County Board
of Commlssloners,

Or maybe the holiday scason
made majority Republicans feel
charltable toward Democrat Fortl-

no, .

Most likely, however, it was be-
cause the Michigan Legislature
falled to pass a bill to outlaw the
sale of drug paraphernalla that the
Qakland County board dectded last
week to pass its own ordinance, as
proposcd by Fortino,

“Is thls Betty Fortlno's going-
away present?” qulpped Commls.
sioner Roy Reweld, R

and P by James Doyon,
D-Madlson Heights. .

1{ signed by Gov. James J. Blanc.
hard — who indicated his support
during o campaign appearance here
last fall ~ the ordinance will prohi.
bit trade In “hash” pipes,cocaine
spoons, empty gelatin capsulees and
syringes.

“I'm sympathelic with the effort
— to the extent 1t’s constitutional,”
Blanchard said.

In past debate, Commissloner
John Olsen, R-Huntington Woods,
who chalrs the general government
committee, argued that the matter
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was best handled by state lexisln-
tlon.

A blll sponsored by Sen. Willlam
Sederburg, R-East Lansing, passed
the state Senate Sept. 18 but ftoun.
dered In the House Judiclary Com-
mittee.

Joseph Mullen, the Oakland
board’s leglslative researcher, re-
ported, “Apparently, (House Judlci-
ary) Committee Chalrman Perry
Bullard (D-Ann Arber) has refused to
consider the bill. Thus, it will dic at
the end of the year.”

TWO CITIES in Oakland County
have passed such measures and had

* them challenged in federal court in

0.

. ’
ptmraploy /

rug ordinance’

Novi's was upheld, but Eerndals!
was struck down. a4
A constitutional question cOwR/
face Onkland's ordinance; taty
tempt to regulate Interstate coi
merce, an area the U.S. Conatltuti
reserves to Congress? n

Some — such as Republican/gu+
bernatorlal nominee William Lucas,
a {former Wayne County sheritf and,
FBI agent — argue it's -uselgss
consider anythlng but a natlonal law
because of the ease with which crime,
Inaly can cross unguarded state and
local boundarles. 4 us

. "o

But In co-spansor Doyon's words, d
county ordinance will “send a mes-
sage™ to criminal elements. o

g
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Fortino was clected clerk of Water-
ford Township Nov.4.  *

THE BOARD gave 26-0 approval,

SOMERSET’S HOLIDAY HOURS

MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 AM-9:00 PM

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
SUNDAY NOON to 6:00 PM
MANY OF OUR STORES

HAVE EXTENDED WEEKEND
HOURS PLEASE CHECK WITH
INDIVIDUAL STORES

SOMERSET-THE MALL
BIG BEAVER ROAD AT COOLIDGE, TROY
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car
who will be killed,” sald AAA Michl-
gan Presldent Jack Avignone. “And
this sltuation Is becoming worse in
Michlgan.”

THE STUDY found the motorist is
most often killed because trucks
have become longer, wlder and
heavier, while cars have become
smaller and lighter to increase fuel
efficlency.

The study also cltes inadequate
truck  maintenance, more
overwelght trucks, speeding, overly
fatigued truckers and matorists who
fail to understand the limitatlons of
trucks as major reasons for the dra-
matle rlse In truck-related accl-

ents.

AAA Michigan's Safety and Traf-
fic Department computer-analyzed
782 police accldent records for 1985
Involving serious Injuries and deaths.
A total of B79 driving records of
these involved in these accidents
were also studied,

“We found that fault for most of
the aceldents was shared equally by
truckers and motorlsts,” Avignone

found

THE ART OF FRENCH DRAMA
BY LALIQUE

that Informatlon vegarding fault of-
ten came from truckers — the survl-

vors.

OF THE 175 people who dled in
those accldents, 73 percent were in
cars or other vehicles, and 11 per-
cent were in trucks, The remalning
deaths were pedestrians or cycllsts.

The at-fault truckers and motor-
Ists [n these 1985 accldents had
worse drlving records than 90 per-
cent of other Michigan motorists, the
study found.

In seven years, they accumulated
more violatlon palnts for trafflc of-
tenses, had more aceldents, received
more lleense suspenslons and revo-
catlons and had more alchohol-relat-
ed citations than most motorists
receive in a Jlfetime,

“We have prnvldcd. copies of the

Gifts of elegance,
sheer opulence. Crystal master-
picees that never fail to make a
lasting impression, Mirrar, $850,
» Swan, $125.

Perfume, $225
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study to state clreult
court judges, 500 police agencles,
trucklng compantes, diichigan's con-
gressional delegation and selected
federal legislative commilttees,”
Avignone sald.

AAA’S SPECIFIC recommenda-
tlons Include governmental actlon

to:

® Restrict heavy trucks to the
freeway's right lancs except when
passing, entering or leaving, or fac-
Ing a hazard. Many of the more than
5,000 people who responded to o
AAA magazine survey complained
that heavy trucks often use every
frecway lane, preventing motorists
from passing, provoking them te
tallgate and causing poiential dan-
ger to all drivers.

® Require that all hcavy trucks
be cquipped with tachographs, tamp-
er-reslstant devices to record Infor-
mation on speed, distance and time
traveled and rest perlods. Tacho-

drapery
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graphs would help keep truckers J » A »
from driving more than the 10 hours
In a 15 {ve-hour period that AALIT" %
|s attowed under federal regulations. 700?: o
Driver fatlgue ::]lsdbe?nhllnkc? ::k CLASSIC ’ o o 150 a0 ; c
tionally to two-thirds of hieavy tr " bo % >
crnshe}s'. RALI Va2 67 Ve %

& Comply immediately with re- MICRO al.tsgg GO faecar oty -
cently passed federal regulatlons cupted. M. 35 .
that will set uniform standards by CONCORD 75% ctee : ont 16 only 3
1990 for all states in licensing trucks 1" BRSIC N“gg . k !

ers and other commerclal drivers.
These regulations will provide for
only one driving record rather than
separate state records; require
written exam and road test for all
heavy truck operators; and fnstitute
a foolproof driver identiflcation sys-
tem to prevent people from lilegally
obtafning more than one lieense.

‘ - v

NO FAEIGHT * NO HANDLING CHARGES . 3

M

GRAND RIVER & HAGGERTY 5e00%
D

OACHARD & 14 KILE CENTER
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THE SCANDIA DOWN SHOP|

OF BIRMINGHAM
HAS EVERYTHING z
TO COMPLETE YOUR ;
HOLIDAY SHOPPING

- Our super cozy, tradition channel design white goose down
Etheria® comforter Is now on sale, 100% cotton ticking, baffle
construction for all-over warmth, 5 year limited warranty.

30% OFF

G

Reg. Price Sale Price .
BUNK 5200 140 '
TWIN 3240 *168 :
FULL 3275 192 '
QUEEN 3335 234 :
KING 400 280

“ v

Compare quality and prica—now

NOW 25% OFF _—

Also on sale now

100% Merino Wool Mattress pads - 25% OFF !
Snuggly, Warm Featherbeds - 30% OFF
All Decorative Feather Pillows - 30% OFF
Cozy Down Filled Robes - 25% OFF

Beautiful European Linens, flat and fitted sheets. A
storefull of ducks and geese and wonderful gift items for
everyone on your list,

And when it comes to a little lamb under
your covers, we are ready!

-

The Scandla Down Shop of |

i,
7

. Reg. | Sale
Crib .|$75% 58
Twin | $135 | $101
Full $165 | $123
Queen| $210 | $157
King | $250 | $187

(California King also avallablo)

Public
Parking

Fhone & UPS onders welcome.

AV
[

We also have a white goose down comforter,
featherbeds, all our decorative feather pillows
and down filled robed on sale now.

dia
Shops’

Birmingham belleves we have the
best wool sleeper pad on the
market. Compare quality and
price and you will choose our
100% Merino Jamb's wool pad.
Warmth in the winter, coolness In
the summer. [ncredibly soft, you
wili sleep llke never before. The
Scandia Down sleeper pad
comes with a five year warranty.

Birmingham Park Plaza
255 8. Woodward (& Brown)
Birmingham, Ml 48011
(313) 258-6670
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