D&E  Mondsy, December 22, 1988

Checking up

Hills eyes county review of septic fields

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

Farmingtog Hills officials are ask-
ing Oakland County to immediately
mn the Farmington Acres subdivi-
sion 1o determine whetber some sep-
tle flelds tn the area have failed and
cannot be repaired.

1f repairs are not possible, proper.
ty owners of 37 parcels along Kirby
and on Cass from Rhonswood to Ed4-
montot may be assessed upwards of

$9,100 — fincluding an assessment
(orroadp:vlng—mhooknpmlhe
sanitary sewer system.

The y approved road as-
s&menl averages just 43,

according to

dzy officials. For the proposed sew-
er installation, the average would be
u 627 per parcel plus about $1,500

in costs for sewer hookup.

Though s ome of the more than 20
residents attending the Dec. 8 public
hearing before the city council sald

Harassment
suit nearing
a settlement

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
statt writer

If agreements are signed, detalls
involved In a sexual harassment and
diserimlnation sult brought by a for-
mer lbrarian against the Farming-
*on Community Library and former
Ybrary director Gordon Lewis will
aever be heard in open court.

Following a pretrial hearing Dec.
i1 before Oakland Ceunty Circuit
Judge Eugene Schnelz, the com-
plaint filed by Jill Locke was dis-

ding floal approval of an
out-of<ourt settlement, Schnelz's
law clerk said.

“It was taken off the actlve dock-
4. Unless someone docsn't live up to
the document, we would never hear
about It agaln,” the clerk said.

Llbrary Board President Jonathan
Girant acknowledged that the sult ls
seing settled out of court. Trustices
are expected to review the settle-
ment withln the next week. When the

is finallzed and app:
details wlll be reteased, Grant satd.

Locke's attorney, Mﬂrlcttz Rabin-
san of Southfield, and Lewis’ attor-
ney, Ashley Llpson of Farmington
Hills, did not return telephone calls.

IN THE five-count complalnt filed
:n June, former children's librarian
Jil Locke claims she was “construc.
tively discharged” — transferred
{rom a supervisory to non-superviso-
ry positlon — for refusing and re-
jecting Lewis’ alleged requests for
sexual favors.

Originally, the citles of Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills were tn-
cluded In the sult. But, ln September,
an order was entered for voluntary
dismissal of the complaint agalnst
the citles.

The citles were dismissed because
under the state publle act under
which district libraries are formed,
the library is a separate and autono-
mous authority. The citles only
{inance the library system.

Locke, who requested a jury trial,
was seeking $10,000 on each of the
five counts.

A 13-year veteran of the Farming-
ton Community Library staff, Locke
resigned In February 1985, aboul one
month after she was transferred to a
non-supervisory position as coordi-
nator of community services.

Locke previously had worked in
the supervisory positions of branch
head for the Farmlngwn Hills U
brary and as chlldren’s coordlnator

for both Farmingum and Farming.

ton Hills
TREOOHPLA.T.NT claimed Locke
was constructively discharged for
refusing to work for less-qualified
employees who “were engaging in
sexual relationships with defendant

Lewis"

The former Librarian's resignatlon
touched off a flurry of protests, in-
cluding a financial audit that later
led to Lewis’ resignatlon as library
dlrector.

He was later arrested and pleaded
guilty in 47th District Court in
Farmington to a charge of purchase
by a public official upon public cred-
it for private use — a misdemeanor.
Lewis was sentenced to one-year
probatlon and $105 in costs.

they have a standing water problem
— and a bad ground smell during the
the warmer months — they feel the
updc field problem can be solved

is simply a maintenance prob-

lem
Mayor Joe Alkateeb agreed.

“Based on what I read about soil.
the soi) there is good,” he said. “It'sa
maintenance problem, not a septic
problem.”

IF SEPTIC fields can be repaired,
city officials agreed they will pot
recommend a sinitary sewer be I
stalled along the two streets.

“1f this area indeed has viable sep-
tic systems, 1 don't think we should
force sewers on them,” Councilworn-
an Joan Dudley said, making the
motion 10 continue the sanitary sew-
er hearing process until a determl-
nation was made by the county. The
council approved her motion 4-3,
with Alkateeb and councilmembers
Doan Wolf and Jodi Sorones In oppo-
sitlon.

Both Wolf and Alkateeb were in
favor of totally dropping the sewer
proposal and letting city and county
offjcials handle the situation.

“1, 100, am not witling to require
you to have tremendous cost.”” Coun-
cilwoman Jan Dolan added. “But if
there’s one area that can't be fized

. you al) have the problem. If the
county comes back and says a sewer
needs to be put in, you get the sew-
er

Last week's hearing was the first
of two hearings — a determination
hearing — held to discuss the pro-
posed sanitary sewer. The city
received petitions with 43.6 percent
of the asscssed property parcel own-
ers asking that the sewer system be

instalted. The city follows a rule of
not approving a project unless at

even put
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A SECOND, cost hearing will now
be scheduled, based oz the councll
action, to give county and city offl-
cials enough time to review the situ-
ation before the ground freezes and
propose a solution.
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come spring. The odor we have to
live with three months out of the
uzr is revolting.”

sanitary sewer proposal was
brwgm to city council not only be-
cause of odor problems, but because
of the paving project scheduled to be
done this spring.

Officials sald if a sewer is peces-
sary, it should be Installed before the
paving s done. Public services di-
rector Thomas Biasell estimated it
may increase sewer installation
costs 25 percent If done after the

ving.

“If It (the sewer) is gaolng to be In-
stalled within 10 years, it would be
cost effective to do it now,” he said.

Most of the residents speaking be-
fore the councit cited cost factors for
their opposition to the proposed sew-
er project. Others said the area bad

good septic fleld potential” but that
some of the older fields might be
overused by residents.

'CHRISTMAS
" TREES -

*» MOUNTAIN KING
« BARCANA
« HUDSON VALLEY TREE

0% |

OFF

SALE
STARTS DEC. 26
OPEN 9 A.M.

Year Wasratye Faoe Ressiart Stand neaed

MIAMI POOL & TREEN&(')'
151 1 6 Telegraph 108
S

Don't Be Disappointed...
ORDER EARLY

477-8616

[ Lrow w“Va&@__VME

‘GREAT IDEAS FOR
LAST MINUTE

g
Ilnlu Mechanic* IHOC 2
Car

100G 1968 £r Wi 470 :..«
Aw E remng enC Grao <t
B

asrvoua
extinfinment,

HERE!

Etectric covkuu‘- v gt
o s oo e

Uases.
fysidaliviuay e

|

; 33533 FIVE MILE AT FARMINGTON D, e

i 422-1155 ouwrsasarsremns 937-1611 -

-SOFAS LOVESEATS CHA]RS RECUNERS DINING ROOMS :

* BEDROOMS, GAME TABLES_&CHAIRS OCCASIONAL. - .-
.. TABLES, LAMPS, ETC. SUCHFAMOUS MAKERS AS". ~ .-
HENREDON, HICKORY, KAY LYN, HEKMAN, BERNHARDT,

NOTHING HELD BACK; ALL PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDE

OME INCI)\IFOXV AND SAVE AS NEVER BEFOR

THE OPPORT
FETIME TO SAVE ON QUALITY MERCHANDIS!




