Tracks traced to Christmas pasts

By Larry O'Connor
staff wrller

HE 4:05 to Helfred Is run-
ning a llttle slow, and Fred
Delgyer of Redford Town.
ship is starting to look con-

cermed,

The clderly gent takes a k
down the track, then at his wntcr?,cc

No problem, he figures. He just
turns a knob on the master control
board of his HO model train, and the
englne whistles in well on schedule.

Such is the life of a conductor of
his own model rallroad, a hobby
whose tracks often ean be traced to
Christmases past, Delgyer, as is the
case with a majority of model train
enthusiasts, recelved his first toy
rallway as a yule gift.

But although it might have started
out as a present, model railroading
presently Is an art form if you're
someone like Delgyer. To say it's
merely a hobby is almost like calling
World War II a skirmish.

“It's a way of being creative,” sald
Ronald Scannell of Westland, who ls
with the North Central Regicn of the
l}lntlonal Model Raflroad Assocla-
tion.

“You're trying to capture a bit of
history in a three-di jonal sete

Thuraday, Docombar 25, 1986 OLE

tween October and B ac-
cording to John Brady, director o
marketing for Lionel.

Accessories, such as detailed scen-
ery kits, make costs rise. Delgyer,
for example, buys 150 plastlc people
for $14. He paints them and then
places them nside the passenger
cars or bulldings,

Some of stuff, such as buildings,
are built from scrateh,

DELGYER'S CURRENT sct-up,
which took 11 years to bulld, extends
all the way around his basement. It's
modeled after the New Jersey Cens
tral Rallroad, which he is familfar
with from his previous home of
Plainfleld, N.J.

His expansion plans for the
Helfred Railroad, though, have been
put on hold,

“I don’t have any more room,”
Delgyer sald, “Maybe anather rall-
roader would mave in next door and
we could dig a tunnel through the
driveway. That would be good.”

Space isn't a preblem for Gary
Miller of Westland. His N scale set is
half the slze of an HO scale, and
takes up only half the space In hls
basement.

Militer's n:-auilroncl. .dnkbed affec-

a
ting. That's what's so satlsfying.
“ there someihing about
trains which make them fasclnating
to watch.”

ONE LOOK at Delgyer, 72, bears
that out. As he stands at the controls,
with a conductor’s cap on hls head,
he smilles like a child as he watches
his collection of model tralns in ac-

tlon.

It’s a scaled-down verslon of reali-
ty itself.

The mile-and-a-half scale track ls
surrounded by hills, tunnels and
buildings — with people In them.
And Delgyer doesn’t miss a trick in
terms of detall.

Even the minlaiure lamp posts
light up in Delgyer's city of Helfred
{Fred's wife Is named Helen, so
hence the name Helfred);

“I would've ltked to have been a
conductor and worked with the rail-
road,” sald Delgyer, who, approprl-
ately enough for someane fasclnated
with tiny mechanlsms, Is a retlred
watchmaker.

“I used to ride the tralns when I
was In the service . . . . You could
take he Pennsylvania Rallroad
from Columbus, Ohlo, to New Jer-
sey, and ride It all night long, It was
fun.”

S0 IS model rallroading, which
Delgyer said isn't expenslve “i
you're carcful”

Basic HO or the smalter N scale
sets run around $19.95, accordlng to
‘Marlon Ollar of Jonimo Inc, Hobby
Shop in Livonla. The sets Include an
englne, cars, a transformer and
track.

Llonel, which Is the largest toy
traln manufacturer In the United
States, does ils best business be-

around
Farmington

All announcements for this col-
umn must be maited to Around
Farmington, Farmington Ob-
server, 33203 Grand River, Farm-
ington 48024, Deadline is noon
Monday for the Thursday publi-
cation and noon Thursday for the
Monday publication. Requests for
announcements will not be taken
by telephone.

@ HANUKKAH PARTY

Monday, Dee. 29: Hanukkah Party
wlth traditlonal food, songs, games
and o play, led by Barbara Cantor
who tells the story of the "Festival of
Lights' at 6 pam. In Farmington
Community Center, 24705 Farming-
ton Road. Reservatlons, at $5 per
family, taken by calling the center,
477-8404.

©® NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY

Wednesday, Dec, 31:: New Year's
Eve party hosted by American Le-
glon Groves-Walker Post and VFW
Post 190 opens with apen bar at 7
p.m,, followed by dinncr and dancing
in the American Leglon Hall, 31775
Grand Rlver. Tickets are $22.50
cach, purchased from members or at
the door.

© ONE-WOMAN SHOW

Friday, Jan. 2: Evelyn Henry ex-
hibits her work In a onc-woman show
in Farmington Hills Branch Library,
12 Mlle Road east of Farmington
Road, through Jan, 31.

& GED TESTING

Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 5-6:
GED (General Edueatlon Diploma)
tests glven at 8 p.m. by Clarenceville
Adult Eduatlon Department. Ad-
vance regisiration Is necessary,
made by calling the depariment,
473-8900.

© ROMANCE WRITER

Tuesday, Jan. 6: Marlanne Will-
man, co-founder of Detroit Chapter
of Romance Wrilcrs of Amerlca and
a member of Wesiern Wrlters of
America, talks about her writing and
publishing experiences at 7 p.m. in
Farmington Hills Branch Library,
$1732 12 Mile. No charge.

[} y the and Lime
Ridge Railroad Company, is the re-
sult of six years' work.

Like Delgyer, Mitter isn't one to
skimp on detall, which is more diffl-
cult to obtain on a smaller scale rall-
road. For example, one of the build-
ings he made from scratch took
three wecks to construct — and an
addltional six months to put on cach
minlscule shingle with tweezers.

"“You get to create,” sald Miller, a
rescarch engineer with the Ford Mo-
tor Co. “You get to be an artist, a
mechanical englneer and an elec-
tronle wizard. . .

“I work a high-pressure fob. This
isan outlet.”

THE METICULOUS work model
railroaders do requires a great deal
of resourcefulness. The shingles
which went on Miller's six-month
project came from cedar elgar
wrapplngs.

For the
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‘You’re trying to capture a bit of
history in a three-dimensional setting.
That's what’s so satisfying.’

— Ronald Scannelf
model train hobbyist

Model train hobbylst Gary Miller of Westland
collects tiny, N-scale trains such as this minia-
ture caboose.

CAR members help
needy in Appalachia

he uses an assortment of materials
Including plaster, newspapers and
paper towels. Even some of his train
cars are scratch bullt from wood.

A caboose Mitler built took second
place at a reglonal conference of the
Natlonal Model Rallroad Assocla-
tion. Also, Mlier, Delgyer and Scan-
neil all belong to The Friday Night
Rallroad Club, which meets each
week at a member's home to talk
trains.

A love of trains and the rallroad is
what brings them together. They're
probably the only group you would
see smlling stopped in front of a rail-
road crossing.

“©h, no,” Scanncl] sald. "You get
to sce how the cars weather and how
they run. I don't mind befng stopped
by a train at all.”
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of Lexington Alarm So-
clety, Children of the Amerlcan Rey-
olution wore the clothes they were
going to give away when they at-
tended their December meetlng.

“Some clothes were tled on, strung
on, or just draped on,” said Carolyn
Hartwlig, who Is senlor soclety prest-
dent for the youth who sent 65
pounds of clothing to Tamassee
School, a boarding school In Appala-
chin, owned and operated by Daugh-
ters of the American Revolutlon.

Farmingten Hills residents who
are members ¢of the society are Ni-
cale Huard, Chrissy Huard and Susan
Hartwlig.

““These glrls are state offlcers and
committee chairmen,” Hartwig salid
of the 9-12 year olds, “They are
{carning leadershlp skills as well as
fearning about our country, govern-
ment, history and conservatlon,”
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ROBERY GALE
Fine Jowelry
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Clasnd Mod.

Custom Spreads
Custom Slipcovers
(Labor Speclal)
CHAIR - *85%°
SOFA - '109%

4 tlantiec Dragery
DRAPERY SALE
Labor $8 Per Panel

Speclal Prices Avallable on Drapery,
Slipcover & Upholstery Fabrics

360 E. MAPLE « BIRMINGHAM « 847-2020/647-0721

ASTIGMATISM

Most patlenis can pronounca
the word asligmatism oven If they
have dltticully In sgnmng it. Very
few of my patlonts know what It s
bafore thelr vist to my offico,
More than onesthird of the pa-
tlents wearlng glosses have astig-
matism and know that thelr cor-
rectlon hefps thom see better be-
cousa of it,

Although astigmatism can
occur at the lons surtaco Inside
the eye, mosl of it accurs on the
surfaco of the oye at tho cornea.
The cornen is tho clear window on
tho front of the eye. When ihis
cornea s not spherical, or I8 con-
sidered to bo warped, we call this
condition astigmatism, Putting it
simply, patlonts with astigmatism
havo eyes that are not perfoctly
round.

The cornoa of the oye does not
grow and dovolop In an exactly
tound stale, It Is casy to com-
ponsate for this unround or
warpod conditlon by proscriblng
corractive glasses or contact
lonsos that are curved aor

EYE CARE

Gordon R.A, Fishman, MD
Diplosmat of the Ametican Board of Ophthaimotogy

it o4
“‘worpod” In the oppaosite diroc-
tlon, This stralghtans the light
rays out so that the Imago formed
Is perfect and sharp, Astigmatism
usually stays constant throughout
iife. A correctlve fans which Is
ghapeod Just the opposito in curve
to tho shapo of tho cornea will
correct the astigmatism and help
to croalo a shorp Image. Some
forms of sevare astigmatism can
only bo corroctad with hard con-

tact lensos. ) have had pationts
wilh gevero astigmatism who

havo been aggravated and un-
comfortable with thelr vislon whilo
woarlng glasses, Aftor fitling
them with contact lenses, (halr
vislon has boon cloarer than aver
bolare. These potlants are among
tho most gratalul patients that |
have.

For m FREE brochure of

Dr. Fishman's 'Eye Care’ Call or
Welte to: 1777 Axtell Rd., Troy,
MI 48084 + 849-3535 or 23700

r
Orchard Lake Rd., Farminglon
Hills, Mi 48024 + 476-0571.

In the past season, the socicty en-
tered a float In the Farmington
Founders Day parade they had bujlt
themselves; helped clean out the
Rouge River last spring: and tourcd
Henry Ford Museum and the Sloan
Muscum En Flint in a study of the
development of transportatlon.

Just for fun, the state group schied-
uled Its board meeting on Boblo Is-
land. All state society members will
attend the 54th annual Michlgan
State Conference in March.

CAR membership s open to those
under 21 who can trace their ances-
try to a man or woman who ren-
dered ald to the cause of American
independence. New members come
into the soclety by Invitatlon of one
who alrendy Is a member.

Membership Inquirles are taken
by writing to Hartwlg, 27851 Cran-
lelgh, Farmington Hllls 48018.

We need carrlers for
Observer & Eccentric
routes.

Call 591-0500

7 I
qﬂ 10 find out all about it,

MEASURABLE ADVERTISING!

Welcome Wagen reaches prospective custamers you'd
like to meel. Our ized advertising is
and introduces your business to:

» Enganed Couples

« New Parents

» Moving Families

We reach them in their homes, usually by request. We

lell them about what you have lo offer when they're
making buying decisions and direct them to your door.

interesled? Call me tor more details:

356-7720  wMin

WELCOME 1987! WELCOME JUNO!

A NEW YEAR — AND A NEW LOOK!
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SALE ENDS JAN. 3 J“Nn
1987

Lightlag Flstures For Every Decor + Wirdng Supplits And Light fluthe

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION,

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, MI 48152 » (313} 464-2213

JUNO TRAC — CONTEMPORARY, PRACTICAL,
EFFICIENT, ECONOMICAL. EASY TO INSTALL.

BROSE SUPPLIES
TRACK, SNAP-IN
SPOTLIGHTS, CORD
AND CONNECTORS. %
YOU DO THE REST
WITH MINIMAL

S
1987 - THE YEAR
OF THE TRACK!

43,

OFF LIST PRICE
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TOOLS AND EFFORT.% i




