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Family memories
inspire his role

By Etho! Simmons
staff writar
ILLING IN on 24-hour notice
was no problem at all for
Bob Carroll, who replaced
Paul Lipson durlng rehears-
als for the Birmingham Theatre pro-
duction of “Fiddler on the Roof,”
opening Saturday, Dec. 27,

When Lipson was out of the show
due to celtulitls, Carroll was asked te
take over the lead role of Tevye, Al-
though Lipson has played Tevye
more times than any other actor —
even the musical's original star,
Zero Mostel — Carroll has played
the part on a national tour from 1969
to 1972 and appeared twice in the
show at Detrolt’s Fisher Theatre.

Carroll, who Joined other mem-
bers of the cast rehearsing In New
York, spoke about the show over the
phone from American Theatre Pro-
ductions there, last week during hls
lunch break,

Not only does Carroll have lots of
experlence In the part of Tevye, he
has a natural affinity for the role.
“Don’t let my name fool you,” he
sald. "My real name is Mark Kauf-
man.” .

He's from a Jewish family and

“My grandfather had a terifile
sense of humor about himseclf. He
had a flerce temper when he was up-
set. He had a red handlebar mus-
tache that used to scrape me when
he kissed me.”

“He was really a character out of
Sholom Alclchem." Carroll conlln-
B

Peter Marshall in the lead rele of
Georges. He went on as Georges
when Marshall was il in Philadel-
phla.

“I began coming to Detroit In
1960, with ‘Fiorello,”” he sald. Car-
roll also pla‘nycd the Fisher in

"

He had just finlshed with the “La
Cage” tour and was home a few
weeks (“Now I'm a Long [slander. [
llve at Port Washlngton, New
York.") when the eall came to do
“Fiddler.”" Carroll was planning a
vacatlon, which has been postponed
untll after the show closes Sunday,
Jan, 25,

“I think the cast Is golng to be re-
ally super. They're so well chosen.
It's a shame we're only golng to be
working for five weeks,” he said.

Carroll's acting carcer has Includ-
ed roles In TV soap operas, “Edge of
Night,” “Another World” and “Tex-
as.” He also had an exchange of lines
with Dudley Moore in “Arthur” and
appeared as “a cloak and sulter”
with Frank Sinatra In “Seventh Ave-
nue,” Both {fim parts were snipped
before the movics’ completion.

Hls blggest success has been per-
formlng In Broadway shows and
singlng as guest vocalist wlth sym-

ap-
pearance, he sald “He looked more
like @ middlewelght fighter than a
farmer,”

Similarltics to Tevye dldn't end
with his grnndlathcrs temperament.
“He worked In a men’s clothing fac-
tory. After onc and a half years, he
sent for grandmother and their sev-
en children. This is all relevant to
the kind vl aspect Tevye has for a
better life.”

The topper, however, Is, “They
came from Kiev, where the show is
actually set, My family lincage on
that slde was remarkably akin to
Tevye's background,”

Is Tevyce's tantzalizing “If I Were o
Rich Man” Carroll’s favarite song In
the show? He repllcd, “I stii] love ‘If
I'Were a Rlch Man' but my other fa-
vorite song In the show he doesn’t
slng. It's sung by Tevye's daughter,
Hodel, ‘Far from the Home I Love," "
Hodel slngs It when she leaves to join
the man she loves, a non-Jew, to

playlng the father and understudylng

Bob Carroll {left) as he appeared at Meadow
Brook Music Festival last summer, singing with
Skitch Henderson and the Detroit Symphony
Pops, and (right) in hia role as Tevye.In “Fid-

own beard for the role, as shown here, but be-
cause ho took over the part in the Birmingham
Thealre show at the last minute, hia beard this
time will have to be a fake one.

dler on the Roof.” Usuelly Carroll grows hia

FROM THERE he went to night
clubs, recordings and vatiety televi-
slon. In the late 1950s, he had his
first job In stock, playing Sky
Masterson In the musleal “Guys and

Dolls.” “Then 1 dld a whole raft of
shaws,” Carroll safd.

In the early '50s, he began singing
with David Rose and other orches-
tras.

Is for Mandarin chicken, pan-frled,
with mandarin oranges and juice
over it.

Carroll and his wife, former Cono-
ver model Nadlne, have four chil-
dren and elght grandehildren. He
also has a daughter, Chris, by a pre-
vlous marrige, who ls married to
Virl Osmond, one of the Osmond
brothers, and hns seven chlldeen,

Ortental cooking, maklng East Indi-
an dishes from the American Heart
Assoclatlon Cookbook.

Cooklng for frlends on Long Is-
land, he may use two woks. “When
I'm on the road — in Blrmingham —
T will cook,” with a single wok, he
sald,

He casuatly gave a couple of re-
clpes over the phone, one for a flllet

modeled the character of Tevye af-
ter his grandfather on his mother’s
slde. ““We were poor In Brooklyn," he

“Another grandson was born June
8, on my birthday last year,” he sald,
“I'm up to my ears in kids and happl-

of fish dipped in flour and curry
powder, pan-fricd, with blanched
walnuts. “Scrve it, and I'll come

phony orchestras, He started out asa
singer — “a boy vocalist, seated
alongside Lenz Horne In Charlie

whom her father has finally glven

hls appraval. When he's at home, the entertainer

lkes to relax by dolng carpentry
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Joinus for an evening of free flowing
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