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American Housa residents.

Student Jenny Brockhuas with Santa, who was Invited by the
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The East Middle School cholr performs holiday music for realdenla of the American Hnule

Students help bridge,’génerailon gap

.
'USIC STUDENTS from

" East Middle School
brought a little hollday

cheer to the Amerlcan
House Retirement Residence last
week, American House (s a former
clementary school transformed
into an Independent retirement fa-
cllity on Middlebelt Road, t's just
south of the middle school in Farm.
ington Hills,

Dlrected by vocal music teacher
Larry LaRue, the group of more
than 100 students did a medioy of
songs from thelr recent school con-

cert, plus some holiday songs of the
season.

As an added treat for the. stu.
dents, American House invited
Santa to Joln ln tho festivities - he
sang with the group, then handed

o oout Christmas goodles.

Student performers included the
elghth-grade cholr and the seventh.
grade vocal musle closs,

The €0-room Amcrican House,
which opened last August, is near
capacily, manager Barbara Lip-
kowitz reported,
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Bchool cholr members Amy anln (cenler). Jooy Kennady

Salvation Army volunteer Jeanne Schurr

glfts at the Toy Shop.
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Reaching out
Toys made available to needy

By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

The Farwmington Hills Salvatlon
Army gave arca kids and families a
holiday glft Friday.
R - An estimated 35
people visited the
annual Toy Shep
at the Salvation
Army Corps and
Communlty Cen-
ter at Shlawassce
and Inkster roads

: A . d':xrir;lg ) the
Midge church’s third an-
Crampton nual toy shop.

The toy shop —
run by corps employces and church
volunteers — Is deslgned to give
needy famllles toys to put under the
Christmas tree,

“It’s a fun tlme,” sald Mrs. Cap-
tatn Midge Crampton of (he Farm-
Ington Hills corps. “We get the joy of

Riving [t away.”

Famllies apply by Nov. 1 each
year, allowing the Salvatlon Army te
process thelr applicatlons and as-
signs a family to a eenter closest te
thelr house. Families arc given a toy
for each child.

THE SALVATION Army has cn-
Joyed a good year for toy donations,
she sald. Some Toy Shop items are
donated by local merchants, indlvid-
uals, groups and churches while the
Salvation Army purchases others,

Thls year, Hudson's donated boxes
of Santa Bears so parents could take
one home for cach chlld.

“We try (o see that those speclal
needs are mel, both physical and
spiritual,” she added.

The Salvatlon Army center bs also
acting as a central clearlnghouse for
area groups that want to adopt a
famlly or help a specific group.
“We're getting all kinds of calls

from people who want to adopt a
famlly,” satd Fran Bellino, an cm-
ployee at the Hllls Salvation Army
offlce.

The K mart Corp. store at Halsted
and Grand Rlver is working through
the Hills center to help 800 needy
chlldren In the area. One local
church donated $300 to a family who
needed a furnace and work on their
house,

The Salvation Army Christian
church members also help the needy
In other ways during the holidays.
They recently held their twice-a-
year League of Mercy Sunday in
which more than 1,000 resldents of
area nursing homes were visited.

The Salvation Army s recognized
throughout (he communlty for Its
“red kettle drlve,” held from
‘Thanksglving through Christmas
Eve at slx tocatians In the Farming-
lon arca.
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Northland, Eastland, Oakland, Twelve Oaks

and Fairlane.




