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Layoff can’t ruin Archer

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

Can Kim Archer still play basketball?

The question shadows the former Livonla Bent-
ley great every time she steps onto the court for
Michigan State Unjversity. It's a falr question.
Archer, who started and excelled for the Spartans
as a freshman, has been sidelined the last two
seasons with a bum knee,

Before Friday night, Archer had started in all
five MSU games, She averaged five palnts and
four rebounds In those games, She's played well,
u‘;v.- coaches assured. The knee is fine, Archer In-
sists,

But s she still the same Kim Archer? Is she the
same hell-bent player who set the standard of ex-
cellence for glris athletles in Observerland during
her prep carcer?

Witness MSU's 83-52 win against the Unlversity
of Mlami Friday In the opening round of the Fel-
pausch-MSU Holiday Classic Women's Basketball
Tournament at Jenison Field House.

FOUR MINUTES Into the game and, crash,
Archer Is bashed to floor by the Hurricanc's Ma-
rla Rivera, Offensive foul. Archer pleks herself up
and slaps flve with ber teammates.

Moments later there's a loose ball, Archer hurls
her body Into the plle of players en the floor and
comes up with it.

Looks fike the same old Kim Archer.

Look closer.

Watch as she tries In valn to catch up to ber
player In the open court, Oops. She stumbled and
fetl. No one was around her, She can't mask the
loak of frustration on her face. Oh, she just mlssed

pleking off that crosscourt pass. Maybe two
years ago . . . Man, she looks weary os she goes
to the bench for a breather.

The {irst half ends. Archer has taken one shot.
She has grahbed one rebound, She has made two
assists,

IF YOU left the ficld house at that point, you
went away thinking Kim Archer couldn't play
baskeiball anymore. But If you stayed, you know
without a doubt that she not only can play basket-
batl, but play it well,

Kim Archer put on a clinlc in the second half —
a clinic on how to play intelligent basketball.

Mlam! probably thought it kad a mismatch with
Archer defendlng speedy point guard Rlvera. But
Miami didn't flgure on Archer’s court scnse, In
the opening moments of the second balf the taller
Archer took Rivera underneath and scored four
qulek points, helping the Spartans move out to a
15-polnt Jead.

Archer went to the bench with three fouls wmx
14:02 left in the game. While Archer sat, Rlvera
got hot. She scored 10 palnts to pull Miami within
clght with 7:23 Jeft in the game.

At that point, Avcher checked back in. Rlvera
didn't score a polat In the {inal seven minutes.
Archer blocked her shots twlce and altered two
others. MSU went on to win comfortably. Archer
finlshed with eight polnts, three assists, two
blocks and a steal.

“I KNEW that No. 11 (Rlvera) was mostly look-
Ing te drive,” Archer said, “So I sald, fine, I'l} just
play off her and keep her from getting past me to
;hc balal)uit. 1 think my size might have intimidated

cr a little.”
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MSU coach Karen Langeland kind of smliled
when asked to on Archer's
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prowess, “The Irony is, defense Is not really her
spectalty, When she llrst came here, she dida't
really play defense well. But she has developed
into a good defenslve player.”

That's really the answer to the lingering ques-
tion: Is she still the same Kim Archer on the
court? No, ske {sn't, She's a more refined, more
intelllgent, moce team-oriented basketball player,

“I'm a different player now Lhan I was in high

school,” Archer sald, “I'm more under control on

the court now, In high school I pretty much did
everything. I scored and rebounded and brought
the ball up the court. And I was so out of control.
But now I know my rote and I like it. I'm happy to
get the ball to our scorers and play defense.””

Sald Langeland: “Every gamé she plays better
and better. She keeps getting closer to whero she
was i her freshman year, With Kim, it’s not so
much physlcal, but mental. She has not played for
two years and it takes a while to catch up.”

AFTER THE game, Archer was at the center of
the media attention. The local television cameras
were rolling, five or six reporters encircled her ~—
the scene was claustrophoble,

Archer loved every minute. She joked with the
reporters. She answered the tiring “How's the
knee?" question ever and over. Kim Archer was
in her glory, as happy as a little glrl on Christmas
motnling, Her smile, after two years of palnful,
lonely rchabllitatlon, was heartwarming.

“I'm just happy to be playing again,” she sald.

‘Southficld High School Athletic
Director. Fred Goldberg is joining
the flght.

Through Goldberg's inspiration,|
Southffeld schools and Converse)
shoes are sponsoring a free ellnic)
to bclp fight druy, from 1.3 p.m.!

day, Dec. 26, In the Southficld,
High School ymnaslum.

The clinle, titled “Say No Tol
Drugs, Say Yes To Basketball,” in-
cludes Michigan spc\:m eelnbrllllhﬂ
1) ts on the
dmsol drul;nnnd :fiacghol abuse,

“[ gat the Idea Jast summer
when I saw Islah Thomas' (No

thought he was on the right track
but he necded another avenue, Kids|

Crime Day)" sald Goldberg. “I|-
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need samclhlng to occupy thclr
time. ke

“In today's world, kids have too!
much idle time on their hands,” he
sald, “Especially at thls time of the
year. '

Particlpants also will be asked!
to 8ign a contract promising not to|
do any drugs or alcohol for the re-|
malnder of the school year. Anyone
signing a contract wlil recieve a
{ree poster of a National Basket-
ball Assoclatlon star,
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Merry Christmas, Tom Nlemi.

The Plymouth Canton basketball
team provided its coach with a
warm holiday send-off last Friday
with a 56-54 viclory agalnst Livonia
Churchill,

“It was a nice Christmas present,”
Niemi sajd. “We played an excellent
game. Good man, full-court pressure
defense. In the second half we did a
much better job on the boards. And

and seven rebounds. Brad Carey and
Jeff Anulewlcz tossed In cight
apleee.

For Churchill (1-2 in the Western
Lakes, 1-4 overall), Brlan O'Leary
scored 13, Brad Wylte 12 and Mark
Beebe 11,

Canten will take a 2-1 league
record into the hollday break, 2-3
overall.

+148563

Over 40 styles
to choose from!

Pick a panel ~ any panell §

8 ft.

129

#148598

FURRING STRIPS

’SAVESD.$3. %4 '

we showed palse."
played the hero

Tyrone Ree
role for the Chlers Wllh clght sec-
onds left in the tle game, he rebound-
ed a Churchill errant frec throw,
drove the length of the court and
drained a 10-foot jumper at the buzz-
er.

‘The Chiefs crased a 32-28 dellelt
with a 14-8 run in the third quarter.

PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN 73,
HURON VALLEY 66: The Eagles
outgunned Huron Valley for their
fifth stealght win Friday night.

Pat McCarthy led the balanced
Eagle attack with 18 points and 12
rchounds. Mike Warmbler scored 14,
Steve Windle 12 and Andy Stephens
12. Stephens grabbed 13 rebounds.

Shanhon Huetter scored 24 for

Reeves scored 20 polnts to lead all

scorers. Roger Trice added 10 polnts  Huron.

LY
animals are forced to five everyyday.

We at thd Michigan HumaneSociety are putting a s}up

to that, Butiwe need your help.

But it taki

NOT EVERY DOG
HAS HIS DAY,

l.’\I\c a look.u your ow! n pet. Can you picture him Lnld
513l

hat thousands of

We r>ffcrinou than just \heler 10 lostand abused !
animals. Wé provide them with the medical attention |
and love {he) so desperately netd. And we have alegal
branch that jnvestigates and prdwml«.a cruelty case:

[ y 10 contintie this work

Give 1o ihie Michigan °
Humane Sociefy.
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- ARoady to linish solid oak uomu
~ Remove your old cabinot do

and replace thoem with the heauly
of solid oak

- Uso oak drawer lronts nnd mnlch
ing peal=n=stick oak veno to
make your old kitchen Iook nuw
againl
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POWER TOOLS
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13 amp, heavy duty
a hi-tech motor.
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2'x4" Panel 2'x4" Panel For homeo, business

| aee |
| HARDWOOD
- BOARDS
POPLAR RED OAK i
1x2 .46 .68|.1N.

industrial & Insiltutional

uso. Hoavily braced, |

Folds tlat for

storagoe. Com-

plete with hard-
o.

295

1x3

68 1.02u.. |
e 91 1.37um
1x8 1-38 2.07L|N.
1x8 1.83 2.751.IN.
w2275 4120

Prices shown aro per linoal
toot. Boards aro avallable
ln 3. 4, 5 and 6 fl. langtha.

[STAIN & FINISH

INTERIOR
00D STAIN

we-o 45 ¢
1xa-8" 65¢

=NLIQUID NAILS]

Nails |

All purpose con-
. strucilon adhesive.

Al 99e..

’140981

\rWAFERWOOD

4x8=1747

Wood Gralined Particle

11-1/2x48' |

259 2

499

Almond Vinyl
Covered

113-|429)(Aﬂ' Igléxéﬁ'

/AsmBi
MOLDINGS

o5 QLOSS or
37/8° DRILL SATIN
#5007 NB  Varlable spocd. URETHANE
Y Re ‘otalble 1
95 Quart h\
49 +DP 3720
omanron 523 AN orcu CASH & CARRY
- t lll l n
1INCOU N PAn :'ﬁ.;’- oanEy " oAy PRICES GOOD
cLemMens L5 SUNDAY THRU
5',‘33',2;'3“, ” k E PECEM:{R!B, 1988
uhica 23095 Van by
wATCRIOND . 7374 NIGHL A’ll! Vln
YOSILANEY G20 W WURON
HI0L AND 50" ASHMAR OoFIN
owWO0S550 5 L MAIN SV glf'“u""nlll Hom Agen
() p— SunbAY " nﬂ::' Som CASHWAY
. 4 I Ol AVA
o e R LT a2 LUMVIBER
WLl COME GALLS 0 OLALCA:
' < ‘ v



