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Five of the top 10 architectural
Aaward winners in the 1986 Michigan
Soclety of Archltects design compe-
tition are in the local area.

They are the Brooks Farm, Troy,
now the headquarters for the Kresge
Foundation, and Holtzman and

+ -Silverman office interlor, Farming-
ton Hills, both by Willlam Kesster af
Detroit; Comerica Operations Cen-
ter, Auburn Hills and First Center
office complex, Southfield, by Har-
ley Ellington Pierce Yee Assoclales;
and Maccabees Mutual Life Insur-

O&E _Thuraday, Decomber 25, 1080

ance Co, back lobby, Southfleld,
Smith Hinchman Grylls of Detrolt.

The 84 projects submitted were
Jurled In Denver by a group of West-
ern deslgners,

The Brocks Farm project by Kes-
sler pays homage to the past while

the Kresge 's
needs for expanslon. The 10,000
square-fool office addition doesn’t
efface the 1852 farm homestead an
.Big Beaver Road, but rather compll-
ments it.

The roofline of the two-story addl-
tlon (the first level s one-hatf level
below ground) meets the line of the
cornlee on the house, Serpentine ln

conflguration, the structure foces
cast with a vast expanse of glass
teoking out over the farm bulldings.
Some of these contaln the mechani-
cal units for the complex.

A SKYLIGHT dormer un the west
side of the structure permits ltght to
filter Into the two-story openlng on
the cast side. Planter boxes are con-
structed of stone, the same materlal
that covers the house. Ovcrall the
additlon ts a study In contextualism,

The Kessler-deslgned Holtzman
and Silverman office Interior, 13,000
square fect, Is based on a three-di-
mensional grid system punctuated

by circutar forms.

‘The architects made use of ele-
ments {hat can be easily relocated
when the clicnts elect to move.

Except for the white Interior of
the atrium, the building has a pre-
domlnance of gray tenalities both In-
slde and out with offices off to the
slde much like the cell blocks of old
prlson movles.

When scen from a distance the
building with its vaulted skylight Is
imposing. Up close It's a “persona
non grata” in regard to slte orlenta-
tion, It would be more approplate in
Detrolt’s financial district.

In the same manner the First Cen-
ter offlce complex in Southfield is a
750,000-squarc-foot megastiructure.

‘The design solution involved three
pairs of buildings related to one an-
other as a plnwhee] with a skylit
atrium between cach palr ereating a
her scaled
and conforming to the fast-lrack
ancnymity of Northwestern High-
way.

WITHIN THE speculative com--

plex there Is some questlon about ar-
chitecture elevating the human ex-
perience with perhaps the exception

losed

State’s architecture deserves better

The office of H

was d to project an

&
image of sophistication and at tho same time be relatively eaoy
to move when a change of location takes place.

nocular vision, The nature of the ma-

terlals reflects the integrity of de-

slgn  and  superiority of

craftsmanship.
As

of the stercotypleal gl
clevator,

First Center, at Icast, is an office
oasis surrounded by asphait, lacking
a street presence — by lts very na-
ture it lives up to the

in the by
the architects, ““The two-story lobby
conveys a sense of timeless clegance
with Its groln vaulted celling. . .

‘There are much better public lob-
bles in this area.

speculative, space not place,

The rear lobby of 1the Maccabees
Mutual Lifc Insurance Co. Southficld
by Smith Hichman Grylls is a study
in spatial gymnastles with inset mir-
ror panels playing on the visitor's bl-

This metropolitan arca deserves
better, The total of 84 projects sub-
mitted to the Michlgan Soclety of
Archlteets docsn't say much about
what Michigan archltects are dolng.

One archltect sald smaller firms

can't afford elther the time ar the
money to participate in the design
competition,

Robert Benson, architectural crit-
ic, wrate in an article ior Inland A:
ehiteet magazine follewing Jast
year's Detroit Chapter ATA Awards,
“On the other hand, if these six
awards are considered the best work
of the year, Detroit architects arein
trouble. As a group, they are con.
servative, derivative and unimiyina-
tive, for the most part satisfied with
rehashing accepted styles or timidly
compremising artistic content in rli-
ent negotiations.”

pinwheel with
pair.

Shown is the First Center OHfice Complex in
Southfield, The design places three pairs of
buildings related to onc ancther as a

story skylit atrium, which allows daylight to
penetrate deep into the building.

The office block of the Comerica Operations
-Center is bisected by a 30-foot-wide, four-
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" CANTERBURY COMMONS. Spacious 4 bodroom colo-
nlgl, approximalely 3,000 sq. it., first floor full bath, Ii-
brary, Ingreund gunlte pool fenced Inside, larger fancod
yard, $152,800 851-1900 (CLU)

A O Y s
SPACIQUS GEORGIAN style colonlat In poputar Inde-
pondonce Commana Sub. Foeatures Include tamily room
with fieldstone firaplace, don, full basamont, central alr,
2% sido eniry garage. $176,800 851-1900 (JOH)

3 BEDROOM BRICK - LARGE LOT. This fing home Is on
o dood ond stroel, walking distance to school. Large
treed lot, pleaty of fruit troes. Goa BBQ, washor and
dryer stay, Custom bullt In kitchen with server and table
10 stay. Quarry tilo In foyor. Verlical and mini blinds.
Modorn home, $71,000 559-2300

pr—r T
LAKE PRIVILEGES ON TWIN SUN LAKE. Spoclous 4
bodroom colonlal on fovely wooded lot, Largo family
room with beautifut firoplace. 1st floor taundry room,
Musi sos 10 approcinte. $128,900 477-1111

NEW CONSTRUCTION, 4 bedroom colonla), family
room with flreplaco and cathedral celling. Dosirable Jo-
catlon In Farmingion Hllls. Formal dining room, mastor
bodreom hos cathodral colling and master bath, Somo
$144,500 477-1111

IME. Dolightlul threc bed-
room, two-siocy, with finlshod lowor lovel. Neutral decor,
newor carpollng and window troatments ihraughout,
huge tamlly roem, professlona) landscaplng. $58,900
CALL 844-4700

a2 .

R e Cootn AT SRRAR S
4 BEOROOM, 2 BATH ALL BRICK TRI-.EVEL on large
doublo ol near Batsford Hospltal, froo 0x-
torlor, 2 car atinchod garago, Comptately foncoed. Patio.
Over 2100 sq. 1. $69,900 4771111

4 BEDROOM FARM HOUSE with enclosed sido porch
and lorge open front poreh. Spacious closet aroas.
Within walking distance to downtown Northwlllo.
$82,500 348-8430

T ? (ST

LUXURIOUS LIVING. This iraditional home haa dosir-
ablo advaniages of condo ownorship Meln floor mastor
sulte plus 2 addlilonal bedrooms, groat room with flro-
(p'l;::h:.’ and formo dining room. $179,000 851-1800

, family
room, beamed collings, doorwall to patio with BEQ, Nat-
ural flroplace, Lazgo country kiichon, $73,000 559-2300

QUALITY 3 BEDROOM Ranch with great room, firo-
place, 2 car attached garage, Bulit In 1885, tull base-
ment, dock, Island work contor In kilchen, $115,900
A77. 111
=z

1828 CONVERTED BARN has spring fod pond of

acros. Michigon Historie plaque. Groeat homo for enior-

tafning. 3 bodrooms, 2 full-2 hatt batha, A must to see.
129,000 348-6430

WOODCREEK CONDO. Condo Iiving ot Ita bost, 2 bo
room, 2 bath, format dlning, pool and clubhouse facill-
tles, Excollont location, $89,500 851-1800 {MID}

. ; K u
SOUTHFIELD CONDO. Spaclous 3 bodroom, 2% bath
in NW

N
Immediate occupancy. Perfect for a young toup!
$28,000 477-1111

AFFORDABLE RANCH - Sharp ranch on cornor lol,
Newar furnace, hot water heatar, and conleal alr, Fult

. Modern
klichan wlth appliances, attached garage, private patlo,
300 basomont. Well malntalned. $43,000 881-5700

2 tonns courts, poal, clubhousa, 559-2:

ESTLAND 325-2000 FARMINGTON 477.1111" FARMINGTON HILLS'851-1900-LIVONIA 2610700, [PLYMOUTH/CANTON 4557006 ROATHVILLE




