Some merchants disappointed
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to make turns

for the last-minute Christmas rush,
one store owner, Harry Wingerter,
president of the Farmington Down.
town Development Authority, spread
his Christmas cheer early.

{ Wingerter, who owns Bon Ton
Hallmark shops in Brighton, Livonia
and Farmington, sald sales have
been “phenomenal” this year,

More popular ilems thls year,
determined by the number of times
eech sold out, were simmering
pots (ceramic pots that hold water in
rr:‘m?er I;eluw : :haucer of pote

), jewelry an: ¢ ever-popu-
?:r stulted animals, PP

THIS YEAR'S most-sought-after
animal was the talking or musical
bear, sald Marle Lacthem, assistant
manager at the Bon Ton Shoppe In
the Downtown Farmington Center,

‘The Avanti label, stulfed animals
from Italy, sold extremely well, she
added, despite the $40-plus prices.

Ingerter, who sald his store ex-
perienced a “double-digit Increase”
in. snles this year, attributed the
store’s popularity to the array of
merchandise avallable.

+ Most merchants a that gift
shops traditionally do better during
tbe hotiday season.

“Small glft-glving versus gifts of
clothing usually wins out,” said one
store manager,

<While the sale of clothes may have
been on the wane thls year, stores
such as Radlo Shack and Pler 1 Im-
ports in the Downtown Farmington
Conter noted increases.

. This year’s most surprising new
bestseller, beating out the popularity
of computers n years past, were ra-
dip-controlled cars, computer soft-
ware and strangely cnough, rebots,
at Radlo Shack,

-Robble, Sr. and Robble, Jr., $180
and $80, respectively, vied for the
aftention of holiday shoppers and ap-
parently won them over, said store
manager Russ Jedlick, Both robots

can be
or wake up the kids in the mormnlng,
he added.

PIER 1 Imports manager Jeff
Frushour declded the sudden in.
crease In sales during the past week
was due to “shoppers fust getting
scared"” that Christmas was nearing.

Brass, clothes and re-

and lvory Jewelry and “anything
gg;!:dry" fared welt this year, she
a N

Another atore that witnessed the
mad rush of shoppers was newly ar-
rived Metro Gifts at Hunters Square.

Speelallzing In unique gllts rang-
ing from car-shaped car phones to
poreelaln masks, Metro Gifts caters

mained strong scllers this year,
along with traditional favorites of
wicker baskets and rugs.

Merchants who didn’t worry about
holiday sales were those who oper-
ate record and book stores.

cases, sales were up and
[ 10 tise “up to the last min-
ute’ as shoppers reached the end of
théir Christmas lists and opted for
the old atandbys of books and musie.

Managers at both Harmony House
stores in Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills agreed that compact dises
were best sellers thls year, attribu-
ted, they sald, to so many people re-
celving disc players last year for
Christmas.

Sales were phenomenal, manager
Cher} Brunette said, as were the de-

tothe glit-glver, sald
manager Brian Holmes,
While most Farmington and

F: Hills prep
for the holldays, merchants at Hunt-
i

ers Square readled themselves for
the record low sales this year.,

Ed Slega), owner of Complalsant,
a casual sportswear shop, attribuled
the low sales to lack of customer
traffle throughout the complex.

Elaine Welss, a sales worker at
Continental Exclusives, a store spe-
clalizing In china and crystal im-
ports, agreed that sales were “in.
credlbly slow.”

“1 don't understand it. This mall
has been like a ghost town for most
of the merchants,” she sald.
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THERMOPANE INSULATED GLASS REPLACEMENT
Maasure & Call for FREE Phone Estimate

JARTIC WINDOW REPLACEMENT IND.
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1~ TIMITED TIME ONLY
MON. - TUES. - WED,

29249 RAYBURN
5 Mils and Middisbelt Area
OPEN DAILY & EVERY EVEKING + SAT, 8-5.
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HAIR DESIGN
422-9592
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+-33479 8 Milé Rd., Livonia

‘BASELINE DISCOUNT

DRUGS
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much as 40 percent!

no problem with Astoe-Owners,

How do you get premium home-
owner’s insurance at a discount?
No problem.

Auto-Owaers Homeowner Polley discosnts do just that. There are o pumber of
premium discounts you might qualify for, and they could reduce your costs by as

Get broad homeawners coverpge, from a reputable xodrce—al Whe price yod wast.
Just ask your “no problem"” Auto-Owners agent obott homeowner's dlscounts, s

i

TheNoRoblom fople-
Frank Hand
Insurance Agency

20793 Farmington Rd.
Farmington = 478-1177

| With this coupon, recelve 50% OFF the regular,
price for developing and printing of one roll of |
color print film (C-41 process only) at One Hour!
Moto-Photo. Offer limited to one roll per coupon,
Not valid with any other promotlon. Valid through
January 10, 1987, !
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Classic Interiors
20202 Middiabsll Rd. (5. of B Mite Rd.) Livonla
474-6900
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After Christmas Sale
Big Savings

50% OFF

On [Eatire Stock Of The

Finest Clothing & &hoes
Dee. 28lh to Dec. 30th

Parkvent Dlza
Nosthvestem ey
N ool 12 e
352:0030
Mon.-Sat. 102.m. t0 6 pm,, Sun. 12 p.m. 10 3 p.m.
A previcas Alen see exchaded.
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Interstate Transmission

“Transmission Specialists”
26357 Grand River

{between Inkster & Beach)

533-241

* FREE TOWING :
» FREE ROAD AND HOIST CHECK
» TRANSMISSION TUNE-UP *11.95 COMPLETE
TRANSMISSIONS
$ 1 2 995
« most rear wheel drives
« Installation avallable -
« 12 month warranty avallable

[ Vg < SR~ = N,
Specializing in:

« front wheel drive * rear ends

. 4x4’s = foreign

» standards « clutches

U-JOINT SPECIAL

$25.00 EacH

{most American cars)
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Starts Friday at 9 AM.

© O&E Classifieds workl

25%
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CHRISTMAS
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+ ORNAMENTS
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Hurry In For Best Selection!
33533 FIVE MILE AT FARMINGTON RD, G5
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GUESS WHAT!

WE HONOR EXTENDED WARRANTY SERVICE CONTRACTS
ONE DAY SERVICE (MOST CASES)
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TRANSMISSIONS
476-1535 l

Wedonr’t wait for
trouble,

we look for it

every day.

that need solving and situations to step into
nited Way does more things for more

people who really need help than any other
single gift you can give.
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WHERE THERE'S A NEED, THERE'S AWAY.

THE UNITED WAY
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From the very young to the clderly; the
less and the emotionally ill, there are

¢ in your community who need help.
Your United Way sccks out problems

they become problems, Your gitt to

he United Way works to solve
ems and thanks to you, it works for all
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