fj;Happy New Year from
the Observer staff

Equity
or not, 13

Tips for a safer
“shopping trip, 3A

If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
turc with @ Farmington arca
connection, send a note to our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

ITS honored.

Farmington Hills' San
Marino Golf Course and
Recreational Maintenance
Center has recelved an Award
of Merlt.

The Park Malnicnance and
Grounds Management
magazine bestowed the honor in

.an annual national contest to
encourage cfficient and
attractive dealgns of shelters,
restrooms, swimming pools and
malntenance bulldings.

Farmingten Hills'
maintenance center —
deslgned for optimal energy
and maxlmum use of space —
Is adjacent to San Marino Golf

Course,

Completed in March 1985,
-the 6,000-square-foot building
houses latge vehicles, seed,

fertlllzer, mowers and
recreation programming
equipment.

Jon Maddern, golf course and
-=parks malntenance
superintendent, attended the
National Institute of Parks and
Grounds Malntenance awards
banquet in Loulsyille, Ky, to
accept a plaque on behalf of
Farmington Hills’ Department
of Speclal Services.

KNOW what's up,

The Tax Reform Act of 1988
Includes both good and bad
news for people with
disabilitles. .

These changes are
summarized In a brochure
avaltable from the Easier Seal
Soclety of Onkland County.

For a free copy, write the
Easter Seal Soclety: 1105 N.
Telegeaph, Pontlac 48053,
Include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope,

CALL {t a work sled.
And it'll be used by the
. Department of Special Services
to malntain the cross country
ki trails at Herltage Park.
Farmington Hills City
- CouncHl has authorized the
purchase of a work sled from
. Bymne Marine of Dearborn ata
. cost of $5,650.

- CHANGING days.

' The Farmington Board of
Education wiil not meet
‘Tuesday, Jan. 6, as regulacly
scheduled.

- Trustecs instead wiil meet at
7:30 p.m, Tuesday, Jan. 13, in
the Lewis Schulman
Administrative Center,
Farmington.

DRUG hotlne.
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By Cossy Hona
stall wrlter

Mental illness — one of this coun-
try’s largest health problems — has
been tocked away in the ctoset for
years, local support group feaders
said.

There was a tlme when soclety
wanted 10 throw away the key, but
one leader sald times are changing.

Doors are how opening as com-
munities begin to understand the

Ex-wife
allowed

to testify!
—-—judgeH

By Casoy Hans
stati writor

Jailed without bond and charged
with the 1985 murder of his sccond
wife, Juhn Allen Vermuelen will
face the start of his Jong-awaited tri-
al Feb. 17 in Oakland County Cireult
Court.

He alse will face testimeny from
his first wife — a prosceution wit-
ness — despite a defense motion
claiminy she should not be allowed
to testify under the state's spousal,
or marital, privilege statule.

Oakland County Circuit Judge
Fred Mester ruled Dec. 5 that the
century-old statute dld not apply in
this case because the marriage had
"no viability" and “had long ceased
to exist,” according to Information
in court files.

Vermuelen threatened to kI Ur-
Ime Lewls, his sccond wile, several
weeks before her December 1985
death — a threat he related to his
first wife of 21 years, Sharon Ver-
tuelen, while they were still mar-
ried, court records said. Prosecutors
plan to use the threat as “an admis-
slon.™

HE WAS divorcing Sharon - Ver-
muelen, but was actvally marsied lo
both women for several weeks be-
forc Lewis died. Mis divorce to
Sharon Vermuelen was not final un-
til February of thls year.

Vermuelen and Lewis were living
at Muirwood Apartments tn Farm-
Ington Hills when she was fatally
shot and he was gravely wounded In
a double shooting on Dec, 16, 1985.
Vermuelen is charged with Lewis®
death, Lewls had recently moved her
belongings from the apartment, ac-
cording to distrlet court testimony
from the preliminary examinatlon.

“The marriage rclationshlp of
John and Sharon Vermuelen had no
viability," Mester said in hls opinlon.
“Essentially the marital relatlonshlp
had long ceased (o exist. Thus, state-
ments made by the defendant to his
first wife, Sharon, conceming his In-
tentions on the life of hls second
wife, Urime, were and are not confl-
dential.”

Traditlonally, the Husband-wlfe
Privileged Communication statute
would bar Sharen Vermuclen from

Stralght Inc. of Michigan, a
1it drug

. pmz;um. is now operating a
_frce 24-hour drug helpline at
-453.2610, Trained drug abuse
" counselors are on duty around

the clock,
The new service Is designed
{o treat chemically dependent

_young people ages 12-22 and

thelr families.

.+ KEEP these numbers
handy for refercnce when

. calllng the Farmington

- Observer: news line, 477-5450;
-8ports line, 501-2312; home

- dellvery, §91-0500; classified
.ndzb 591-0900; display uds, 591-

. as00.

* FOOTNOTES: One year
.. Bgo this week — Nine mereury-
Aype water meters in
:Farmlngton Hills will be the
first to recelve retrofits,

gulvdng dovices, according
local officials.

ylng agalnst John Vermuelen
unless consent is glven by bath par-
ties. "The privllege . . . puts an wmn-
brella of protection over an existing

Please turn to Page 4

vastness of the prohlem, said Hank
Spitzlg, president of the State Alli-
ance for the Mentally IlE of Michi-

gan.

His statewlde organlzation, with
17 local affiliate groups, is also
tinked ta the National Alltance lor
the Mentally Ill. Groups from the na-
tlonal Jevel to the grass-roots locals
are lobbylng and educating te help
the national population understand.

"Support Is coming,” said Spltzig.
a Livonia resldent. "Peaple are will-

Ing to talk about it . . . to come out
and work. I think it's changing.”
Current rescarch shows mental -
ness develops when a chemical lm-
balance occurs in the brain. It can
occur at any age. have

Formington Hllls when neighbors
protested the planned opening of a
group home for six mentally W pec-
ple In a house on Grayling Street on
the clty's southeast slde.

yet to find out why. "“The brain s
like any other organ — when it's
sick, it has to be treated,” Spltzig
sald.

THE PROBLEMS of the mentally

il were spotlighted recently in

several
meetlngs between the nelghbors and
city and state offlcials, the home Is
scheduled to be opened — possibly
as soon as mid-January.

The Crayllng Strect site is the

Pleasa turn o Pago 4

« "
ch Osgood works in
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By Loralne McClish
i statf wrlter

}

%’ The volce is clear and strong and
belies its 85 years, It Is also recog-
nlzable even before you've connect-
od it up with the name of Dick Os-

0od.

The actor and writer started hls
¢ carcer on a Boston stage in 1920
and has never stopped working. He
retired once, he said, “for a couple
of weeks."

What the Farmington Hllls resl-
dent 1s dolng now I3 slgning auto-
graphs in his latest book, “WYXIE
Wonderand,” subtitled “An Unau-
thorized 50-year Diary of WXYZ,
Detrolt.”

Osgood Insists his book Is not
meant to be autoblographleal. But
beeause he llved it all, and the book
reads much more like a novel than
a history, it is not out of line to say
that he s one of the maln charac-
ters.

His career from stage to radlo'to
televislon brought him to WXYZ
when Detroit was known as the ra-
dio hub of the natlon. He stayed for
36 years, playing dramatle roles,
reviewing movics, reporting news,

he has amassed throughout his fong career In stege, radio and
‘i1alevision, The Emmy on the right is the 1985 Governors Award,

Spotlight

interviewing celebrlitles.

He was a newscaster and a mas-
ter of ceremonies, gave speclal an-
nouncements and was a one-tlme
studlo manager, He wrote plays,
scripts, a syndicated scries and
copy for all of the live talent that
came that way.

Just for Hi-Speed Gas Stations,
he wrote more than 2,000 scripts;
meanwhile, he was doing a column
for the Detroit Free Press.

WXYZ WAS the home of the
Lonc Ranger, the Green Hormet
and Scrgeant Preston.

“1 think time wlll prove the Lone
Ranger to be the classic radlo pro-
gram,” Osgood sald. “I'm always
surprised to find out how many
fans are still around. It was cer-
tainly the most famous of all the
programs made here, embraced
nationwlide, and it was made at the
time radlo was moving out of its
dabbllng stage into show biz."

It does not go without notlee that

o e

Alcohol free
Virgin beverages served up

By Christino Rizk
staf wrlter

So you say you don't drink and
never have any fun going to the cor-
ner pub on New Year's Eve,

This year, you may be In luck.
Farmington-area restavrateurs and
tavern owners plan a full menu of
non-atcohollc beverages designed to
please thelr patrons and keep every-
ane séber.

Steve Gemuend of O'Shechan's

Tavern, an Irish catery in Farming-
ton Hllls, sald he expeets more or-
ders {or virgln drinks — non-aleohol-
je counterparis of popular alcoholic
beverages — than in previous years.

Although the tavern will stay open
only until 10 p.m. New Year's Eve,
he ‘plans to keep a tight hand on
drinks served to patrons,Gemuend
sald.

In an effort to cncourzge non-
drinkers to join th

drinks without alcohol.

“Virtually any drink you can make
with alcohol you can make without,”
he said. “Obviously, those drinks
made wlth just alcohol wouldn't con-
stitute a virgln drink, but we will
make any drink without liquor.”

DUNLEAVY'S PUB and Grub
owner Jack Dunleavy agreed that

as trac

hin study, filled with mny of |he awadl -

Mental illness gains exposure

Twenty-five cents

‘Support is coming.
People are willing to
talk about it (Mental
illness). . .’

— Hank Spitzig, president
State Alfiance for the
Mantally il of Michigan

RANDY BORST/s1atf photographor

pr ted by the
ences

Qsgood will sometimes read a note
for a quick reference without hls
glasses. The eycs are as sharp as
his memory, which recalls the rise
of the disc jockey, the flxed quiz
show, the payola scandals, the mu-
sic revolution when rock and roll
records overthrew in-house bands.

Osgood tells stories of stars In
every fleld of sports and entertaln-
ment — interspersed with storics
of thosc behind the scones, how
WXYZ weathered flve ownerships,
dozens of changes In management
and as many shifts [n policy.

"ft's o3 true a story as 1t can be,”
he says of his book. “If I was a lit-
tle vague on a point, I always com-
pared reminlscences to see whose
were the sharper.”

“WYXIE WONDERLAND" was
along time In the making. The ldea
for the book came near hls retlre-
ment from the statlon in 1971, but
that was the retirement that only
tasted a few weeks.

“They made me an offer 1
couldn't refuse,” Osgood sald of hls
lotter-day career with Greenficld
Village, where the pace was as
swlit and as varied s It had been

of T Arta and Sci-

Detroit Chapter laat spring.

ked his career

with WXYZ,

It was swift because he was writ-
Ing and recording five scripts a
month, all concerning history triv-
ia, as a radio promotion for Green-
fleld Village.

It was varied because he had the
whote of the village and muscum to
choose from for hls subject matter.

“I'm a curlous man by nature, so

it was the obsure that Intrigued me.
1 concentrated only on the little
known facts. I rescarched out eve-
ry plece, many times ln the Burton
(ftistorleal) Collection, or the
Farmington libraries. It made me
a hlstory bufl.

“DId you know Beisy Ross was
matrled three times? DId you know
John Paul Jones was buried in ob- *
scurlty and it wasn't until 100
years later, we declded he was a
hero? DId you know Charles Lin-
bergh was what we'd cail a dave-
devil today?™

But offbeat toples are not '
strangers to Osgood. He sald his fa-
vorite wrillng was done between
1936 and 1941 for a serles called
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Early Deadlines

Due to the hollday, we will
be closed Thursday, Jan,
1, 1887. Our New Year's
issus will be available on
Wednesday, Dec. 31,
1986.

To place your classifled ad
In tho Wednesday edition,
ploasa call Monday, Dec.
28, belore §:00 p.m.

Oakland County
644-1070

e
Gernuend will offer & whole line of
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