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Area spikers gird for big year

By Brad Emons
stall writer

Observerland is building o tradi-
tlon for outstanding vollcybail and
this season shoutd be no exception.

It’s o good bet some team from
the area wiil return to the state
Class A fInal four, which is sched-
uled Saturday, March 21, at Flint
Carman High School.

Last year, it was Redford Bishop
Borgess' turn to shine. The Spartans,
led by All-Stater Dehble MeDenald,
reached the ehampionship match be-
fore falllng to Portage Northern.

McDonald went on to Purduc Uni-
versity this fall where she was
named Big 10 Newcomier of the Year
and second team all-conference. She
was fourth in the conference In hit-
ting efficiency and sixth in kill per-
centage as the Bollermakers finlshed
19-16 overall and sixth in the confer-
ence (8-10).

In 1985, Llvonla Stevenson, led by
Lisa Bokovoy (now at the Unlversity
of Kentucky), reached the state fi-
nals before losing to East Kentwood.
In 1984, the Spartans lost in the sem-
ifinals to Flint Kearstey.

In 1983, Wayne Memorlal, led by
the Hayes sisters, Laura and Lisa,
captured the coveted crown. The
coach of that team, Deris Busulto,
has returned after a Lwo-year sab-
batleal.

SEVERAL AREA schools look
strong for 1987 Including Borgess,
Stevenson, Wayne, Westland John

Glenn, Garden City, Livonia Lady-
wood and Livonla Churchlll,

During the carly golng, Churchlll,
led by veteran coach Mike Hughes,
wha once took his tedm to the final
four, is somewhat of a surprise.

‘The Chargers finlshed second last
week to Birmingham Marian in the
Ladywood Invitatlonal,

Another team to watch Is Lady-

wood.
The Blazers have moved from
Class B to A and have a new coach,
Tom Teeters, who led Garden City to
44+6 record last season.

Which team will be the heir to the
throne? That answer lies in the
weeks to come.

Here Is a preseason look at the
area schools.

REDFORD BISHOP BORGESS

‘The Spartans may be hard-pressed
to duplicate last year's accomplish-
ments, but veteran coach Jerry
Abraham says, "We want to get used
to winning."

Last scason, Borgess captured the
district, regional, Catholic League
playoffs and Central Division erown
enroute to a 39-5 record.

“We have one of the toughest
leagues in the state — Marian, Lady-
wood, Gallagher, Mercy and Reglna
= there arc some good teams,”
Abraham sald. “We'll have a lot of
new people on the floor. Some witl
be playing different posltions and
that wlll take time, but I think we'll
progress,

“We have a good nucleus with

good work habits. It's a close-knit
cam.”

Gone are starters McDenald, Anne
Torskl (Hllisdale College), Chnryl
Llvingsion and Kathy Stabler.

The returnces include senlor
setters Beth Zacharskl (second team
All-Area) and Stephanle Kielb, along
wlth middle hltters Lisa Dreske and
Cherie Johnson (third team), Also ex-
pected to contribute is junlor Kristy
McFadden, junior Dawn Pincheek,
senior Kelly Dooley, sophomore Vall
Perone and 6-foot-1 transter Laura
Thetle (Redford St. Mary's), who will
not be eligible untll Jan, 22.

LIVONIA STEVENSON

The Spartans are coming off a 32-
7 season, but came up cmpty at the
districts and Western Lakes Confer-
ence lournament.

Three senjors graduated from a
team that captured the Schoolcraft
and Edsel Ford Invitational titles —
Cheryl Sullivan, Kelly Gage and Kris
Conn,

But a strong nucleus of hltters re-
turn including firsi-team All-Area
pick Kristine Bailey, a senior, and
Sue Zatorski, a junior and second
team plek.

“Kristine is very geod and highly
rafed,” said Stevenson's nlnth-year
coach Lee Cagle. “She hits harder
than Lisa Bokovoy did as far as
going both directlons, She's a better
server and passer, But as a blocking
threat and as far as qulekness, Lisa
was better, Lisa also understood the
game.”

Vellucci survives [HL life

Continued from Page 1
off he hits the weightroom, trying to
build his upper-body strength. He's
been working on his defensive play
and mixing It up on the ice.

fie's received help from one of the
team’s elder-statesmen, Salt Lake
City defenseman Pat Ribble. The 32-
year-old Ribble, a veteran of the
NHL, has taken Vellueci under his
wing and worked with him.

VELLUCCI HAS found Salt Lake
City — the town — to hls Hking.

“It's a great hockey town,” Velluc-
«i sald. “We play [n the same build-
Ing the Utah Jazz (of the Natlonal
Basketball Assoclation) play In, We
usually get around 4,000 to 5,000
people, A couple times we've had
9,000. Everybedy says it's the best
hockey town to play In."

Salt Lake Clty — the team — has .

been faring well, also. Enterlng this
weekend's road swing through Mich-
igan, Salt Loke City had amassed a
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12-9-6 record, good enough for third
place in the IHL's West Division.

In the past the IHL has earned the
reputation as the brawling league —
something right from the movie
Stap Shot — where most of the ac-
fion is concentrated on fighting and
not hockey. But that has changed,
Vellucei sald. “T was hearing it’s the
rough-and-tough league. But most of
the goons have been weeded out.”

VELLUCCI'S ROAD to Salt Lake
City has been paved with some tough
times. A month alter being drafted
by Hartford in June of 1984, Velluccl
was Involved In a car aceldent and
broke a vertcbra In his back. He
didn’t know If he would cver play
hockey agaln. But through determi-

nation and hard work, he has
conguered one goal — playing pro-
fessional hockey.

And the back doesn't give him
much trouble anymore.

“Before games 1 get a back mas-
sage 1o relleve ike tightness from
the bus ride” Velucci said. “But
{the back} deesn’t really bother me
on the ice,”

‘That’s good news for Vellucel in
his travels through the world of pro-
fessional hockey. He would like to
get back to Binghamton In the Amer-
ican Hockey League. From the AHL
there's only one step up — the Na-
tional Hockey League,

“I'm just waiting for my chance,”
Vellueei said. “I don't mind playing
here (Satt Lake City) for a year or
two. But I'd like to move up to the
Amerlcan League next year, You've
got to take it one sicpat a time.”

And for Vellucel, the next step
may be the reallzation of a lifelong
dream.

FUEL OIL FAST

* HOME HEATING OIL
50 GALS. & up"

" AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
* BURNER SERVICE
* BUDGET PLAN
* K-1KEROSENE
« DIESEL FUELS
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YOUR MOTHER
TAUGHT YOU.

YOU SHOULDN'T EAT
EVERYTHING PUT IN
FRONT OF YOU.

You should avoid foods high
in cholesterol. It's a fact, a
high blood cholesterol level
substantially increases your
chances of developing heart
disease. By cutting down on
fatty, rich foods, you can do
yourself a big favor. You
could lower your blood cho-
lesterol level and reduce
your risk of hear disease.

For more information about
a planned and balanced
diet, contact your American
Heart Association. We'll
give you somne free advice
on how fo plan a diet good
for life.

55 YEARS OF
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SERVICE 834'2580
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Batley and Zatorskl will be sur-
raunded by junlor setier Rocky Gi-
bor, senlor Amy Anderson, junlor
Mary Pellonl and Missy Cutllp, a
Junlor transfer from Belpre ngh
Schoal In Ohlo,

Rounding out the squad are jun-
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PAEP BASKETBALL
Monday, 29
Southgalo Aquinas vs. Clarksl
Cathotic Conlral va. Howoll, 7:
(Catholic Coniral Chris(ma3 Classic)

Tuosday. Doc. 30
Cathol Cent. Classi, 8ana 8 p .

at Redlord tce Avcas, Bp.

PREP HOCKEY
Saturday, Jan.d
Catholic Cont. vs. BLm. Blmhct Rco

MENSCOLL(GEUA;KEXBALL

Monday,
Cingnnall Toch al Schoolcealt, B p.m.

Tuosday, Dec. 30
Kazateih Cotiege ai Schoolcralt, 8 p m.

iors Laura Brown, Jenny
Trish Koskikowskl, Pam Fulwood
(from Westland John Gtenn); senlor
Lutti Prum (an exchange student
from West Germany} and sophomore
Amy Plummer.

“The key is passing," Cagle said.
“We're inexperienced as a unit. We
have a first-year sctter (Cibor), but
we ook to challenge in onr league.”
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National Attention
For New Years
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Donate Blood.
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ELMORE LEONARD

author of “Glitz” and other Best Sellers,
Will Autograph His New Book

“BANDITS”

Saturday, January 3

2:00-3:30 P.M.

78-2810 °

-

Little Professor Book Center |
37115 Grand River at Halsted
Farmington 4

Know someona who wants to deliver The
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Observer & Eccentric Newspapers?

44330 Wyaming Avonuo
Duliol!.Ml:hlgun 48238
(313) 834.2500
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Calt 591-0500 for route details

<

- 31233 Grand Hivar
ulmlnglnni Mh:h!uun 48024
™

SALE

LUMBER

30650 plymouth road

livonia
422-1000

“home of old-fashloned service"

closed new year's day
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