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A Wayne County study recently gave an indication that female

high school athlotes are reachi
Total equality, the study says,

ng an equal stance with the boys.
has not yot been reached, eape-

DAN DEAN/statf photographer

claily in the coaching ranks where female coaches remain few

and far between.

You’ve come along way. . .

Girls near equality with boys on sports scene?

8y 8ill Parkor
staff writer

“Unfortunately I just didn’t get
the Information in time. 1 would

tle or no female athletics.

EMAGINE A school year with lit-

No girls volleyball, basket-

ball, softball or field hockey.

No glrls track, cross country, tennis,
swimming, soccer, gymnastics or
golf. It doesn't seem very likely,

does it?

Well believe it or not, it wasn't
that long age when there weren't
many female athtetle programs of-
fered. Oh sure, there was a gymnas-
tics program here and a tennis pro-
gram there, but the overall picture
on female athletles was pretty bleak.

Today, howcver, thanks to the
enactment of Title IX of the Educa-
tfona) Amendments of 1972, there
arc a multltude of athletic programs

to female

have been more than happy to an-
swer any questlons about our athlet-
ic programs, I feel we have a preity
good girls athletle program and I
know we would have at lcast fit in
with the county average,” sald Pin-

nell.

The PEER report indicated that
15 of the 2¢ Waync County school
districts responding o the report
were above the stale average of 37
pereent female partlelpation In high
school athletics, Hamtramck showed
the highest level of female participa-
tlon at 45.8 percent. South Redford
was the sccond highest with 41.9 per-
cent, Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools were third with 41,8 pereent,
Redford Unlon was seventh with 40.6
percent, Wayne-! was 11th

girls spor'ls and coaching Is relative-
1y new to females and there's simply
alack of interest.

Atklns agrees. He would welcome
the addition of more qualificd
female coaches at Redford Union
but has a hard time finding them.

“A LOT OF people don't under-
stand the amount of time an individ-
ual has to put Into Interscholastic
coachlng. There is a big dlfference
between Interscholastle coaching
and recreation league coaching. The
ditference is commitment and peo-
ple don't realize this.

I would love to have more wom-
en coaches. We want women to
coach glrls programs but a lot of
women don't have the time for the
They have other obli-

throughout the country. )
Title IX

aceess and

protects students from
sex discrimination In every school
and college program recelving fod-
eral money. It guarantees cqual

with 38,6 percent and Llvonla
ranked 13th wlith 37.3 pereent.

OF THE RESPONDING districts,
68 porcent stated they saw a notlee-
able increase In female participation

both instde and outside the class.
room. It's the only federal law which
prohibits sex discrimlinatlon in aca-
demlcs and athletle activitles car-
ricd on by educatlonal Institutions

and it applles to students and em.
ployees as well.

A RECENTLY PUBLISHED re-
port from the Wayne County Project

on Equal Education Rights {PEER]
di d that female par

in Interscholastlc athlctlc programs.
Most indicated that the blggest in-
crease has been In the past three to
flve years.

“There’s no douht the Impetus was
provided by Titte IX,"” sald Redford
Union athletic director Bob Atkins.

“T think the attitude of soclety dle-
tated a change, & need for more
female particlpation In athletics.
) Title IX just made It happen a llttle
sooner.”

in athlctle programs Is tncreasing in

most Wayne County school dlstricts.

‘Twenty-nine of the 34 Wayne County
school distrlets participated in the

survey.
All'of the Observerland school dis

tricts which participated in the sur-
vey ranked above the state average
in~ progress toward participation
equity. The only Observerland dls-
trlct not Included in the report was
Garden City. According to GC athlet-
ic director Bill Planel, the reason
Garden Clty didn't participate was

slmply miscommunlcation.

According to the report, the great-
. est tnequity in high school athletics
in Wayne County {and across the
country) Is In coaching. At the high
school level 83 percent of (he
- coaches are male while just 17 per-
cent are female. This figure includes
head coaches and asslstant coaches
for both both boys and girls pro-

grams.

Somg of the reasons given for this
incquity Include lack of quallfled
women applylng for coaching posi-
tlons, fomale coaches not belng as
demanding or intense, the fact that

gations, 1 haven't talked to one ath-
letic director who doesn't want
women coaches. If we could get men
to coach boys and women to coach
girls, now we've died and gone to
heaven. It’s not that we don't want
women Its just that there Is a Jack of
quality women who have the time
for the commitment.”

Paul Cummings, AD of the Plym-
outh-Canton Community School Dis-
trict (Canton and Salem), thinks this
Inequity in coaching will even tsedf
out In the future.

“The most important thing now Is
that we are starting to have girls,
who have aiready competed, come
back to the programs. Gitrls who
have gone through high school and

probably college programs are now .

coming back to coaching and re-
ferceing. This will really be a blg
plus for the overall plcture. 1 see the
unbalance balancing out In the fu-
ture.”

THE PEER REPORT states that
anather source of Inequlty for girls
sports stems from the current Michi-
gan High School Athletic Assoclation
scheduling practlces. For cxample,
Michigan Is one of only four states in

which girls basketball Is played out
of the traditlonal winter season. In
Michlgan, girls basketball (s played
in the fall and velleyball is played in
the winter.

The PEER rcport indicates that
this scheduling practice limits op-
portunitles for females to partici-
pate.

In Wayne County, In the 1985-86
school year, only 975 glrls partici-
pated In winter sports (gymnastics
and volleyball) compared to 2,426
boys who competed in basketball,
swimmlng and wrestling. The report
states that the MHSAA should pro-
vide apportunitics for more female
participation in the winter months.

This alleged inequily scems to
even out in the spring, however,
when there are more opportunitics
for girls, In the spring boys compete
In track, baseball and tennis, Girls
have the opportunity to participate
in track, soltball, golf and soccer.
Desplte the additional opportunitics
provided by the spring season, 2,910
glrls and 3,614 boys partlcipated in
spring sports in 1984-85.

SOME OF THE major incguities
Indicated [n the PEER report in-
clude that the glrls sports budget is
only 36.7 percent of the total athletic
budget; only 29 percent of the junior
varsity programs are for girls; there
Is littie opportunity for students to
participate in coed athletles; and
male teams receive more benefit
from high school support services
(booster clubs, cheerleaders, pep ral-
lies and band support).

Some general recommendations
suggested In the report include more
active reerultment of girls for ath-
fetle tcams; more offering of coed
sports; Increased efforts to recruit
more qualifled female coaches; cqui-
table expendltures in the athletle
budget; and equltable use of support
services.

New Mercy volleyball coach wins debut

Farmington Hills Merey opened
the 1986-37 volleyball season with an
impressive 10-15, 15-11, 15-1 win
agatnst Royal Oak Shrine last Mon-

day,

The win marked the coaching de-
but of Tim DeBellso, Mercy's fourth
volleyball coach In flve years. De-

Beliso had been an assistant coach at
Redford Blshop Borgess.

“In the first game we made o lot
of inexperlence mistakes. A lot of
free balls scored and Shrine did a
great job keeplng the ball In play,”
DeBeliso sald.

Mercy trailed 8-4 n game Lwo be-

fore It rallled. Shannon Perey scored
on four stralght scrves to tle the
game, Then, with the score tied at
10, sophomore Christy Johnson
served out the game — five straight

ints.

“That really got our momentum
going. It was a nlce come-from-be-

hind victory,"” DeBeliso sald. “I told
them if we could get our serving
going we had a good chance of win-
ning the third game.”

That the Marlins dld, convincing-

y.
Mercy will compete In the Saline
Tournament Saturday, Jan. 3.

Chris

McCosky

ATHERINE TUCKER was

a Class B all-stater in two

swimming events. In her

four years at Farmington

Harrison, she has eclipsed two

long-standing school records, She is

a superb swimmer. .

Catherine Tucker did not make
our All-Area swim tcam.

How come? Let Tucker explain

it

“It was basically my coach’s
fault for not attending the
meeting. . . . Because of m
coach’s lack of responsibllity, I lost
the 50-yard freestyle position on
the All-Arca team,”

Perhaps Tucker would not have
been able to knock Maureen Sudek
or Ann Bollinger out of the 50-free-
style spot, but without questlon she
would have gained an at-large
berth on the team.

But Harrlson coach Chuck
McClune missed the All-Area se-
jectlon meeting. The accomplish-
ments of Catherlne Tucker went
unsung. As Tucker sald, "Many of
the other coaches who know me as-

coach did not show up. But that
was not the case.”

1 feel bad for Catherine Tucker.
she worked very hard to become

Swimmer pays for
All-Area oversight

sumed that 1 did poorly, since my |

So when the time comes to make
those talent judgments, for the pur-
pose of selecting and recognlxing
the arca's best, we call in the
coaches. :

IN MOST All-Arca meetings, at-
tendance isn't a problem. Usually
90 to 100 percent of the area
coaches will attend the meetings,
Even wlth perfect attendance,
however, therc are Inequitles.
There Is a tendency for some
coaches to form alllances: You vote
for my kid and I'l} vete for yours.
Some coaches feel the athletes In
the Western Lakes have an advan-
tage because there are more West-
ern Lakes tcams In the area than
from any other league. Thus, West-
ern Lakes athletes are more visible
to the majority of coaches.

Sometimes those things take ef-
fect. Sometimes they don't. It's
never perfect. But if there are only
four coachcs at a meeting, like
there often are at swim meetings,
the chances for Inequity are much
greater.

What happened this year at the
swim meeting was that Stevenson
coach Greg Phill and North Farm-
Ington caach Pat Duthle, with some
thelp from a John Glenn coach and

one of the in the
arca, But Instead of basking in the
glow of All-Area recognition, she
sat down to write a lefter to the
newspaper expressing her disap-
polntment at being overlooked.

‘THE POINT of this is not to lam-
baste McClunc. He certainly st
the only coach ever to skip an All-
Area meetlng. In fact, only four
head coaches showed up for the
swim meeting last month.

The palnt of this is to llluminate,
through Catherine Tucker’s misfor-
tune, the tmportance of the
coaches’ role in our All-Area selec-
tlon process.

As hard as Brad Emons and 1
may try, we are hot omniscicnt. As
sports edltors covering 21 high
schools aver the course of a school
year, we cannot possibly determine
whether Catherine Tucker ls a bet-
ter swimmer than Maureen Sudek.
We might be able to tell you which
swimmer competes on the better
team, or which events are (heir
specialty, but to flat tell you who is
the better swimmer — we nl
help.

Clar coach, sclected the
team. To help the process, we had
an updated listing of the fastest
times in the arca and results from
the state Class A swim meet.

Much good that did Catherlne
Tucker.

'TUCKER SWAM In the Class B
atate meet. But the results of that
meet never got to the Obscrver
sports desk, never got into the pa-
per and Tucker again was the
loser.

You can blame me for that if you
want, I knew Tucker had qualltied
for the state meet. But like the
coaches, 1 assumed that she had a
bad meet because I never heard
from McClune.

Let the record show that Cathe-
rine Tucker had a strong state
meet, She placed seventh In the 50
free (25.4) and (Ifth in the 100 free
(55.5).

Also let the record show that
Catherlne Tucker deserved to be on
our 1996 All-Area swim team.

For whatever it's worth Cathe-
rine, I'm sorry.

Vellucci surviving

pro hockey

By Kon McDonald
spaclal wrlter

The Internatlonal Hockey League
has provea quite an initlation inte
the professlonal hockey ranks for
Farmington's Mike Vellucei.

So far he has endured the count.
less rookle jokes and the mlles of
travel Lhat come along with playing
for the IHL's only western {ranchise
In Salt Lake City, Utah.

And as Vellucel so aptly puts it,

“It's welcome to the pros, and -

&N

But don't feel sorry for the 19-7.0

there’s not a red carpet out there.”

year-old Vellucel, he's doing just
fine, He's patiently awaiting his
chance Lo reach hls ultimete goal —
playing In the National Hockey
League,

Velucel signed a three-year con-
tract with the Hartford Whalers last
June. He attended the Whalers'
training camp in September and an-
other camp with Blnghumton of the
Amerlean Hockey Leajuc — Hart-
ford's top farm club.

He performed well at both camps,
impressing Hartford offlcials along
the way. In scven serimmage games
with Blnghamton he noiched seven
points. But because of space limita-
tions — Blnghamton i3 shared by
both Hartford and the Washington
Capitols — he was moved to Salt
Lake Clty.

“THE TRYOUTS went really
well," Vellucel said, “(The Hartford
officials) told me they were really
happy with what they saw.

“It's a numbers game," he added.
“There’s only three 1)

rigors .

‘2.

Mike Vellucci
no red carpot

crowded with players. But I'm sur.
viving."

Vellucel is doing more than just
surviving. In 18 games with Salt
Lake City prior to this weekend’s ac-
tion, Velluccl had poured in two
goals and 12 assists for 14 polnts. His
first professional goal proved tobe a
game-winner.

Most of Vellucel's playing time
has come on Salt Lake Clty's power
play. He has carncd the tag as an
offensive-minded player.,

“I've been labeled as an offensive
defenseman,” Vellucel sald, “But 1
would rather be labeled as an all-
around player.”

So Vellucel ks working on his game
constantly. When the team has a day

leagues out there and threy are over-

Ploaso turn 1o Pago 2




