‘Hotel boom: more rooms, more

By Carolyn DoMarco
staftwrlter .

RING BACK THE Super

Bow! and the GOP conven-

tlon! The Oakland County

hotel industry is ready. Re- |

member the panlc created over '
bouslng Super Bowl XVI's 70,000
plus spectators In January 1982, and*
the scramble to handle the upﬂlover
to suburban hotels which marked the

tions like the Soclety of Automouw:
Englneers, they may not sce the
* whaole plcture.

““There definitely has been a lack
in the busineas-oricnted hotels that is
now befng met,” he sald. There are
few destination resort-type facilities
proposed. Most are used Monday
through Friday and are located at
major intersectlons,”

NEED IS for close-In rooms
to support lha area’s business com:

1980

No more. ”Oonunz mn" slgns
have replaced “no vacancy” slpu on
the hotel front,

Ozkland County hotel mn:lrucunn .
1s at an all-time high with more than
two dozen hotels with at least 5,000
rooms in various phases of construc-
tion, Most will be completed by the
end of 1987.

Jeft Kaczmarek of the county'’s
Economic Development offlce sald
the completed hotels would bring the
number of available rooms to more
than 12,700 — a 55 percent Increase
over the the 8,177 counted in October
1966. And just a year and a half ago,
July 1985, Qakland County had 6,270 -
rooms,

Collcen Reeves of the Metropoli-
tan Detrolt Vistors and Convention
Bureau places Oakland County fig-
ures slightly higher. Of the 22,158
rooms in the tri-county area, she
said, Oakland County bas 8,288, be-
hind. Wayne County at 11,498, Ma-
comb County has 2,369, Proposed
construction flgures were not avail-
able for Wayne County, but specula-

sald. "ln Lhe
past hnslnn- travelers stayed wher-
ever they could. Sometimes in down-
town Détroit or Southfleld, but busl.
ness development has taken them
farther but,

“The'worst scenario was they did
not corfe at all or they just came in
and out within the day or they stayed
atthe e

Southfield stands behind only De-
troit in the amount of metropolitan
Detroit hotel space, Convention bu-
reau figures show the central busi.
ness section of Detrolt hay 2,378
rooms. An October atudy by the Eco-
nomic Planning office showed 12 ex-
isting Southtield facilltles with 2,201
rooms. Another seven are pmpoud
with 1,650 additional rooms.

Southfleld’s recent and proposed
development shows a wide-range of
hotal types to meet the varying sizes
of expense accounts, Large Juxury
hotels include the Sa&mm Radls-
son Plaza under way at the Town
Center. The 12-story hotel wllt bave
an exterfor of bronze and gold re-
nncnve glass, a 90-seat gourmet res-

‘In the past business travelers al&yed B .

wherever they could. Sometimes in
downtown Detroit or Southtield, but

business developm
farther out.’

ent has taken them

— Jeff Kaczmarek
of Oakland County’s

Economic Development office

“We don't bhave restaurants,
lounges and large meeting rooms so
we can offer the smart ahoppera' buy
{0 travelers who don’t peed to pay
for the extra services.”

Troy makes a strong second-place
showlng in current hotel space with
1,700 hotel rooms in elght facilitles,
Including the Northfield Hilton, bullt
in 1976 and the Troy Hilton, in 1971,
Growth Allcr the Northfleld was
stunted untll 1983 when the Drury
Inn was complet

Brand-new Troy facilities Include
the 148-room Marriott Courtyard at

,Maple and 175 and the 152-room

Resldence Inn at Livernois and I-75,
Underconstruction are a 500-room

- Romada Inn and a 250-room Beacon

Hospltality,

Most visible target for new hotel
space Is the Auburn Hilts/Rochester
Hills area, Kaczmarek gaid. Auburn
Hllls has three large hotels under
construction. Rochester Hills plan-
ning commissloners recently recom-
mended slte approval for Quality Inn
of Rochester Hills, a 52,542-squarc-
foot motel at the Crooks/M-59 inter-
change, The 124-room motel is the
first phase In a 14-acre
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Oaklend County hotel construction Is

at an all-time high with more than two

dozon hotels with at least 5,000 rooms -~ -

In various phases of construction. A
"small but luxurlous example of the

hotel construction boom Is the

Berkshire Hotel (left) at Franklin and

Telegraph rosds.

oreen o

An artist's concaption o! an a!l-tulto 8hcraton schoduled to opcn thlu yw In ann(nglon
Hilla.

have one in the future.

A townshlp ordinance bars struc-
tures higher than three stories, but
Redlco Development Corp. is looking
for approval of a five-story hotel at
14 Mtile Road and Northwestern as
part of a larger development plan.
The complclz devclnpmem plan is

ed to go before the townshlp
board this monlh.
will soon

Plans for hotel development bave
been stalled in nearby Rochester,
which lists only the small §;

Hotel as Its hotel. Word leaked out In -

Octaober that a local physician would
build a 800-room luxury hotel on the
ALP property oo Maln, possibly
spanning Paint Creek,

A market analysis praenud by a

to the Rochester City Councll
A Auhnwedancedmmduheﬂuy,hnt
" thie controverafal

plab has met with
local_ oppsition.- The plan we
mean tearing down existing buat:

FARMING'I‘DN HILLS ranks
third In Oakland County In the
amount of hotel space available. A
Sheraton Hotel Is scheduled for sum-
mer completion on four acres at
Grand Rlver and Halsted in Farm-
ington Hills. At 140 roomy, the new
Sheraton wlll be less grand than the
nearby Sheraton Qaks in Novi, but
all Its rooms are suites. The pew
Is the first Sheraton to

tlon s that Qakland will approach or
surpass Wayne in rooms within the
next few years.

“ITHE DEMAND was exceeding
the supply one, two years ago,”
Kaczmarek said, “but we are now
catehing up and are fulfllling it. I ex-
pect the pace will eonllnue, but per-
haps pot at this rate.

‘Kaczmarek's office makes no rec-
ommendations or analysis of need.
“Our fob is simply to track that ac-
tivity, but ‘'marketing people from
major chains do visit our office when
In the area to talk about sites.”.

Asked If metro Detroit was com-
petitive with other mafor cities in
hotel space avallable, Reeves sald,
“Our perception is that the number
of hotel rooms is low, especially in
the downlown area when events are

* held at Cobo Hall. We could use an-

other 1,000 rooms in downtown De-
troit. We do, however, offer shuttle
buses to suburban hotels for conven-
tions and will work with the group to
coordinate.”

While organizations like the Met-

ropolitan Detrolt Visitors and Cone
vention Bureau are ‘cvent-sensi-
tive,” Kacrmarek said, and major
areas of concerns are large conven-

taurant and 17,500 fect of meetlng
and ballroom facilities.

AN UXURY ualt, the
nine-story, 240-suite Embassy Hotel,

Wil open soon at 1-696 and Franklin,
Amenlties proposed In each suite in-

adapt to the atl-suite trend.

¢ a sltuation where we offer
the comfnrt of a more home-style as
opposed (o just a bed,” sald Jerry
Abel a pannnr In the new Sheraton
and general manager of the Novi

Sheraton. The hotel also wlil feature

clude two color TVs, a
a wet bar, three telophones and elee-
tronic room locks.

Smaller, but no less luxurious, is
the recently completed 109-room
Berkshire Hotel on Telegraph at
Franklin Road. The attractive hotel

a pool, pool and sau-
na, but a small restaurant will be
almed at guests only.

The hotel's openlng will mark a
two-year growth spurt which
brought a half-dozen hotels or mo-
tels into F to mateh

2
hotel and serves afternoon tea In the
lobby, The hotel is under the same
ownership as Birmingham's success-
ful Barcloy Inn.

On the other end of the spectrum
is the Hampton Inn, which opened in
spring of 1986 at 11 Mile Road east
of Telegraph, It shows another trend
in hotels attracting corporate busl-
ness. The fgcility has no restaurants,
lounges or large meeting rooms, but
is an all-suite hotel.

BRENDA STAHL, general mana+

ger of the Hampton, sald in an inter-
view early last year, “Our new lodg-
ing product is deaigned lo give cost-
consclous travelers a superior hotel
room with select services at an ex-
ceptlonal value.

Tho long-catablishod Kingaley Inn in

Hills has

Hills
that community's dynamlc business
growth, The four-story Sheraton will
join a Knlghts Inn also planned for
the intersection,

A Red Roof Inn, Holiday Ina and
several smaller, older independents
are operating in the same area.
Other new motels Include two at the
12 Mile/Orchard Lake roads inter-
change at I-696. The moderately
priced motels are the 133-room Dil-
lon and the 166-room Quality Inn.
Neither offers convention or meet-
ing facilitles,

WEST BLOOMFIELD, where
commercial growth along the Ore-
hard Lake corridor approaches that
of Farmington Hllls, has no hotels
within township boundaries, but may

B \

undorgono a face-lift

and oxpaneslon to kcop It competitive with nowor countorparts.

boast another luxury hotel. The
Townsend Motel is under construc-
tion at Townsend and Pierce, The 87-
room Townsend jolns the Barclay
Inn with 128 rooms and the Village
Motor Inn with 64 .rooms as the
clty's only lodging.

Both ulabu.shed inns clalm eapac-
Ity or near-capacity occupancy rates
Monday through Friday. "Mm of our
business s corporate, namnlly -
314 Elizabeth Chenler, manager

- memh{:z‘:ehg‘enl&oé“pwm' b
.do il wide.cEeeral: AR TR HIAl
s ki K.lnaley ‘and the son of .one of the

K art'executlvel and’'the

Troy ~

ke, And, mrprlslngly. we get a lot
of people doing business In down-
town Detroft. Though they're golng
downtown for thelr business, their
bosses and the people they’re here to
see llve out here, and they want to
take thelr people out'at night.”

Just north of Blrmingham in
Bloomfield Hills, the Lndependently
awned Kingsley Inn, first construet-
cd In 1939, recently hos undergone
face-1ifting and expansion. (The ho-
tel is the nnly large Bloomfield area
{nn other than the 120-room Holiday
Inn on Telegraph north of Square
Lake Road in Bloomfleld Township.)
Seventy new rooms have been bullt
in a west wing on the Kingaley

ynd have also beea addeﬂ to update -
tll.a_
hecessary to- become 5 Best business.

traveler, the hag

. .mhu. .'ampauuve," “Sald’’ Raghsey §

owners, “I think we're reaching a sa-

{uration point In Qakland County, '
but I'm confident the Kingsley wul
do well,

“We have a long-standing reputa. -
tlon here and we're In a unique area.

It"{(competition) will causo us to be -
more careful In management prac-
tices, w watch our budget; but se’re
secure.”

desirable hotels during the Super
Bowl, “We were on= of the closest to
the Silverdome, If we had 5,000
rooms we would have been sold out.”
The conventlons of the Republican -,
mi‘nnd those ‘of the Society of -
acturing Engineers and Sod~

ety of Automotive Eagineers also
produce sellonts, ke s2id. “Anything
of a national schpe will do It, bat -
tbauoulyamupleo(dlnwbu
ix; still /be.business

- W]

“location.™

FYT helps you find clothes youw’ll love to wear.
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take the time and
aftort out of locking
good. But first, they
take the time to
know you—your

4| tasteInclothing,

“ -] your Job, your aftar-
_.] work Intorests.
They'll work with
your prosent ward-
| rove or start from
scraich, With your
Input, they'll pult
togother a wardrobe
from our store's large
collactlon of career
&nd casual clothing.

What doas FYI®

<cast? An hour or 50

ot your lime, for the
tirst consultation,

® Butno money. Norls

there any obligation

to buy.

For the FYi®office
nearest you, call toll-
free 1 800 233-2000.
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