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The eolate houso at

1986

Let’s take another peek

EFORE 1986 slips too far from

. memory; let’s reshine the spot-

light on a few Farmington Hills

. happenings worthy of another
look:

© YEOMAN'S SERVICE

Outspoken and dedlcated, Joe Alka-
tecb did yeoman's service as mayor of
Jnrmington Hills in 1986. The veteran
1ty councilman worked hard to provide
feadership and a sense of direction.
~eLargely ceremonial, the mayorship
ﬂcludu chuirlng clty cou.ncll meetings
ymd repi the clity at

Only low-intensity uses should be al-
lowed oA the rolllng, wooded land to the
west.

The 212 acres are a microcosm of
wkmt drew the F area's

ET

Ol.b n TTO

PUBHC BUH.DING.

gyents,
‘s=But make £o mistake about t: There
re times when Alkateeb acted more
e a jurist than a mayor,
- His advice lol.low(ng a public hearing
o whether to overturn the city clerk’s
1 of an operating license to the
Semer and mannger of the Tokyo Orl-
¢otal Health Spa was a prime example.
He urged his fellow council members
“not to get s0 technlcally involved in the
legal mish-mash and 1¢0 percent proof
of this and that.” That “legal mish-
mash” ralsed many points deserving of
council seruting,

And although Alkateeb clearly values

public particlpation, he came up short
at times in pacing on. He cut
some speakers short — often in the io-
terest of time, but sometimes, it
seemed, to sway oplnion. Other speak-
ers he'd let talk well beyond the point
they were trying to make. He didn't al-
ways grasp that some speakers trul.
were, 03 one Woman apuy put it, “talk-
Erg about thelr lives,”
< Still, given the sharp debate and late
Bour the councll typically faced, Alka-
Deeb deserves credit for trying to keep
fheetings moving.
= As for visibllity in the community,
Blkatech seemed to be everywhere,
Flag-ralsings, "banquets, open houges,
garades — no matter. When invited to
k and represent Farmington Hills,
gladly accepted. And he carried the
city banner proudly.
~ When he accepted the mayor’s gavel,
Alkateeb said: "As we forge ahead with
new construetion, new plans and pew
demands on our environment, let ug
never lose sight of that special charac-
ter that i8 unique to F n Hills
and quite important to our residents.”

In striving to meet the challenges of
1986, Alkateeb never lost sight of that
special character.

Simply put, that character i3 rooted

in an attractive quality of life — a
quality of llfe that haa drawn a stream
of new residents and businesses,
-Bnt It's that very attraction — that
Very quality of life — that now is
{lireatened. Threats have ranged from
ﬂogged roads and rezoning batles to
ard flooding and youth gangs.

City Council
£ and new Mayor Ben Marks — must
Qnunue to watch closely in 1987,

Q A GODBEND
-‘Wau:h (or more pubndty and activie

— woods, wildlife, meadows,
marshes, wildflowers, trees, a river.

Mennwhlle, in decldlng the future of
the 60-year-old estate house on the
property, let’s not Ignore its historical
value.

As the Observer underscored last
spring, it's wise to tread cautlously
when evaluating bullding code and mu-
nicipal liability requirements, But
houses that became part of historic dis-

- triets in other cities have opened for

public use,

Granted, the ‘estate bouse is a bit
rickety, A newly commissioned archi-
tectural review should reveal to what
extent.

Heritage-minded residents should
speak their mind now — in the early
stages of charting the house's future.

A free exchange of ideas would no
doubt reveal whether the house could
fulfill a usefel community role while a
mﬂ of Farmington Hills' historfc dis-

ct. ‘

@ FREE SPEECH

Economic problems ahead

THE START of new year Is a time of
hope. We hope that things will be better
in our personal lives. We hope that
things will be better in our communi-
ties, our state and our nation. Often we
ceven hope that things will be better in
the world.

Yet as much as we want to have a
new optimism and new hope, we can't
help but feel that the year and years
ahead will be difficult and challenging
in our corner of the world,

In his inaugural address, Gov. James
Blanchard spoke pointedly about the
need to retrain and educate wnrkcrs for

—
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tation. And yet, there are still signs that
the Industry continues to slip.

The leader, General Motors, loses
money and continues to lay off workers.
We are warned that automation and

! will contlnue to increase

L ity and continue to de-

new jobsasa to any long
state recovery.

In his inaugural talk, Wayne County
Executlve Edward McNamara spoke
about the necessity of economic revi-
tau:.aucn to provide the framework for

Why do we quote C Joan
Dudley so much? Don't we know she's a
headline seeker, and we're playing into
her bands?

8o say some of our readers, who, of
course, can say whatever they want to
about our coverage.

We welcome their opinion — even if
it's eritical. Newspapers represent the
very essence of one of this country’s
most basle rights — free speech.

But while we encourage reader feed-
back, we reserve the right to exercise
professional news judgment,

We often quote Dudley simply be-
cause she's very quotable, She's a mav-
erick of sorts — and articulate to boot.

This past year, we quoted each coun-
cil member, some more than others. It's
not our duty to quote each council

member equally. If some nm quoted .

more, 80 be It.

We're in the business of pmviding in-
formative overviews of the city coun-
cil's more sallent actions — not of
keeping a scorecard of quotes.

® POLICE BEAT

Residents victimired by vandals or
thieves often Jook for more than a sym-
pathetic ear when offlcers arrive to

take a re; .
. Vietims want to know what the police

i in govern.

ment,

MICHIGAN HAS recovered signifi-
cantly in the past few years at least
partlally because of a diversification
that made the state somewhat less de-
pendent on the automobile industry.

But still the auto Industry is king in
this state and will continue to be the
mainstay of the state’s economy for
years to come.

In that indusiry, we see improve-
ments in product, reliabililty and repu-

Economic

OK, so the Japanese have done It
agnin — taken one of our ideas and
made it work for them.

First it was economic development,
now it's education.

The next time you drlve by that local
schoolyard, think about

Progress, any eounlry '8 progress, all
starts and stops in the same place — the
classroom,

Education is our biggest tool of de-
fense against crime, disease, poverty

and — the maladies that re

aregolnatodotobrlng e
to justice, They want a detective as-

program.
, ~.But make sure the city delivers on Its
,'plcdse to emphanize passive develop-
- ment.
Nmﬂed in a quiet residential area,

the picture-posicard, 212-acre tract Is
bnth o wildlife refuge and a nature pra-

Frng,lle and virgin, the former Sploer

pmpertyhagodnendtothosewhoc&m\

nbout nature’s best.
The Farmington Hills Parlu and
Recreation Commission vows to keep It
" a passive recreation-site a8 long as
practical — & vow the Observer won't
lihhodty torgot. B

o

pr
crease job need. Japan's share of the
auto market continues to climb upward,

AS UNEMPLOYMENT mounts it
falls increasingly to government to
handle the social problems involved.

Blanchard is well aware that many of
the state’s financial problems are
caused by soclal problems brought
about by failing businesses, Job layoffs”
and dwindling opportunities for the less
skilifull to acquire meaningful work.
His strong pltch for a well-coordinated
job retraining program Is an idea in-
spired, In strong part,by apprehension
over what may happen if the state
starts another economic slide.

The state’s costliest programs are so-

* clal welfare programs, which were put

into place to help people who cannot
flnd meaningful work and who do not -
have medlcal insurance. The next cost- ..
liest are the criminat justice programs
made necessary,to a large degree, by
our inabllity to make this somethiog -

“lessthana hnvenndhave—nat soclety, ; ;',

SIMILARLY, Wayne County’s biggest
expense is handling the medical costs of
indigents who have no medical insur-
ance,and the majority of these costs are
to pay for treatment of a relatively

_small percentage of the population.

Any increases in the: population that.
needs government assistance to survive
will mean more burden and problems
for government.

This explains why our governmental
leaders are so intent on trying to help-
resolve the current sociel and economic-
problems before they get worse.

But, of course, to even approach a
resolution, there is needed a strong con-
census for action and a coordinated ap- .
proach involving not only government:
efforts, but those of business and indus-
try and soclety as a whole.

We need more of a realization that we.
move together up and down the eco-"
nomic ladder; and we need a commit--
ment to resolve not only our problems;
but those of our unfortunate ndghbonr
so that we may as a community avold
the problems of economic downturns.

war won in schools

B crackerbarrei
debate

§ Steve
Barnaby

& Pay more attention to nharacler
formation of students.

@ Find ways of educating gifted and <
disadvantaged students without ne- - l
glecting one at the expense of the other, "

WHILE THE US. will be short by.:
about 80,000 Leachen nm year, teach- -

clude that we've got a way to go in

cleaning up our educational act.
The American study concludes that
has aided in creat-

ally hurt our nation, our

sixned — pronto. our nelghborhoods. It is the firmest
- When several homes In a neigbhor- foundation on which we can bulld eco-
hood fall prey, the ni*n and women in nomic development. .
blue face an even :ougher task in Educators are our front-line soldiers
Justice, in the battle. How well they are trained
The Farmington Hlils Police Depart- and malotained will determine whether
ment has done a good 5oh in promoting  we win.
crime pnvmﬁﬂn and . Nelghborhood
Watch programs, ROCKETS, MISSILES and tanks just
"But b lom vlcums eyu, it hasn't dan't compare.
m lalned why a burglary or Just ask the Japanese. From a war-
that'l several bours old, and torn pation, they have bullt one of the
.-short on leads or evldmeo, isn't given  best- and secondary education
top priority. systerns In the world. ‘Not faultless,
As the dcpattment puparu toopena mind you, but one that produces results,
new, - §3%-million headquarters this Japan also has risen from the ashes
winter, it should selzo the apportunlty w to become one of the strongest econom-
broaden community awareness of ic powers In the world.’
tly, U.8. and govern-

role, services, and
umlmuum—mmmluneedwm
prioritles, T

ments e.xcbanged studies on each oth- .

ers’ gchool systems, Both reports con-

lng ‘‘a powerfully eompeuuve

ers are

ity in Japan. Whlle 1t spends less of lts‘
gross natlonal product on educatlion:?
than the US,, it spends a higher per. .-

cenuge t;! its educauoual budget on'; N

a broadly literate population, a stable
democratic government, a civilization
in which there is relatively little mme
or violence and a functional soclel

‘The Japanese study tells us where we
could Improve. And we really might try
and listen for once, Mur all 90 percent

high
They must be dolng something correct-
v Thelr recommendations:

@ Make sure there are enough quali-
fied teachers,

@ Involve parents more in thelr chil-
dren’s education. X

@ Decide who will be responsible for

academic content,

, Classes than do American teachers,

teach- 11
ers are pald approximately 12
mere enxlnp 7 12 perceat.: i
That may make teacher unlon repre- :
sentatives happy, but U.S. Educatlon;
secretary Willlam Bennett notes that
Japanese teachers also carry a henvler
load, doing more counseling and curri
ulum dutlez as well as tea

U:A-l.-.b.v.-'-u.“kll.-.l.~t.~.~n~ M

Oh yeshzou ll'nl(lzht also :t.wt: that Ja.
pan spends only 1 percent of Ita gross -
natlonal product on defense. It's the law
of the land,

Under the just-announced Reagan .
budget, défense spending would In-
crease 7.7 percent to $312 blllion, Edu~
catton will be cut 12,6 percent to $14.7
billlon.

Some defense. )
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