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Phony
furnace
inspectors
prowling

Consumers Power Co. is warning
its antural gas customers in the
metro Detrolt suburbs to be alert for
sollcitations from persons claimlng
to be furnace inspectors.

In recent weeks, the utility has
veceived notice of at least slx area
incldents involving susplcious clr-
cumstances,

"“We're warning our customers to
be alert to these solicitations and
take actions to protect them from 2
possible scam,” sald Thomas L.
Rugh, communications director for
Consumers Power's Metro Reglon,

“IN THESE Incldents, the custom-
cr has agreed to bave thelr furnace
inspected by a person claiming to be
n ccmﬂed furoace Inspector, Alter

¢ person ‘inspects’ the furnace, o
c]nlm is made that it 1s not working
properly.

“The “Inspector’ then calls his ‘su-
pervisor’ — who happens to be In the
near vicinlty — for a second oplalan.
The 'supervisor’ agrees with the fur-
nace dlagnosts, and the palr proceed
with a high-pressure sales pltch to
have a new furnace lnstalled that
day,

“Customers have beep frightened
by belng told not to call Consumers
Power because we would simply
turn off the furnace, leaving the cus-
tomer without heat,” sald Rugh.

“While we do perform furnace in-
spections for a fee, only [n rare in-
stances do we turn off the furnace,
for example, when the furnace s
emltting dangerous carbon menox-
ide fumes,” sald Rugh.

IF YOU ARE approached by a
suspiclous persen, you should:

® Call the heating inspection unlt
of your clty or township,

® Call a local heatlng contractar,
listed In the Yeltow Pages, to verify

the clalm that the person Is a certi- -

fied Inspector. Local heating con-
tractor assoclations could also verify
if the firm exists and Jts business
record.

“All heating Lnspectors have to be
licensed by the state of Michlgan and
registered fn the communitles
whlch they work,” sajd Rugh.

If you suspect a problem with
your gas furnace, you can have Con-
sumers Power Inspect it for a
charge.

Consumers Power serves 630,000
customers In Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb countles,
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Jobless
rates up
and down

Unemployment rates declined In
metro Detrolt and four other Michi.
gan labor markets In November, a
state offlcial sald,

Among 12 major labor market
areas, foblessness climbed In flve
others and remalning unchanged in
two, according to Richard Slmmon:
Jr director of the Mlchigan Em-
pl Sceurity C
(M

Mlchlgnns statewlde seasonally
unadjusted jobless rate for Novem-
ber, which the MESC reperted in
carly December, was 8.0 percent,
down stightly from Octaber’s rate of
8.1 percent, The number of jobless
workers remalned unchanged at
359,000.

EACHt MAJOR area’s labor force
rose [n November. Employment
grew In all but one area durlng the
month. The gains were large enough
to absorb all or most of the new job-
seekers.

The five areas reporting declines
in unemployment last menth were
Battle Creck, Detroit, Flint, Kala-
mazoo and Lansing-East Lanslng,

The Flint area bad the lnrgm de-

cllne as fts rate dropped by nearly

two percentage points fram 12.2 per-
cent In October to 10.3 percent In
November,

Simmons sald that callbacks at lo-
cal automotive plants accounted for
the unemployment decline in Flint.

The jobless rates in the Beaton
Harbor and Grand Raplds areas held
steady from October to November at
8.5 and 6.9 percent, respectlvely.

UNEMPLOYMENT rose in the
Ann Arbor, Jackson, Muskegon, Sa.
ginaw-Bay-Mldland and Upper Pen-
insula arcas in November,

The UP’s rate, Michigan's highest,
climbed to 11.8 percent from 10.8
percent in October, largely because
of scasonal declines In tourfsm-relat-
ed employment, Simmons sald.

‘The Ann Arbor arca had the low-
cstrate at 3.9 percent.
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EVERY SK!
iN STOCK!

Save *30 10 *130
on every pair!

ROSSIGNOL ¢« K2 « FISCHER
DVNASTAR and HEAD

$20 TO$40 OFF o'l vvices
EVERY SKi BOOT IN STOCK!

Great buys on: NORDICA, SALOMON, RAICHLE.

-EVERY BINDING
IN OUR STOCK!

reg. and orig. prics:

4@/ '
OFF orlg. nrlan SKl PACKAGES

20% 25"’&;

reg, and
orig. prices

WORLD OF SPORTING GOODS

Q=" [RESSIcNO

A!_ GB"..SJ‘OUNTP

ROSSIGNOL, TRAK, JARVINEN and FISCHER

All Packages include: skis, boots, blndlngs and po|es (Mcumlng Exira)

°/o

°/o

SKI PARKAS

* SLALOM » WHITE STAG ° GERRY

* SNUGGLER » ALPINE DESIGNS * PROFILE

and HERMAN'S. Hurry In now!

3004’0 4001/5’FF e ENTIRE STOCK OF

MEN’S & WOMEN’S BIB PANTS

GERRY » WHITE STAG « SLALOM * PROFILE » HERMAN'S
EVERY STRETCH PANT,

%0
OFF

3

SWEATER AND

SKI HAT IN STOCK!

*50 OFF EVERY
2-PIECE SKI SUIT
INOURST OOK‘

Im-rmodlnn mrkdwmmyhlv-bnnmn

* BIRMINGHAM: 13 Milo & Southliold Rds.

* TROY: 268 John R. Rcad

+ SOUTHFIELD: Northland Shopping Centor
+ HARPER WOQOQDS: Eastland Conter

« STERLING HEIGHTS: Lakeside Mall

* Toledo Chlo: Taimadgo Plaza

OFF ..
Entire Stock of Men’s and Women’s §

Mmhmdlu 1Imn-a 10 atore stock.

« FLINT: Genesoe Valtay Mall
+ DEARBORN: Fairlane Town Contor
. NOVI Twelve Onks Mall
LANSING: Lansing Mall
. ANN ARBOR: Briarwood Mall

EVERY

SKIWEAR!

orig. prices
ALL

reg. 130.99

i SKI VEST

20%:

SKI GLOVES,
MITTENS AND
PROFILE T-NECKS

and UNDERWEAR

VISIT QUA 2 NEW STORES:

ESTLAND
Across trom Wastland Mall

Eureka Rd. & Dix Toledo Rd.

EGENE HIHOSIH

Bale now through Jan. 10,

COME THE
msumx EXPRTSS® CARDY



